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Courteous Reaven, VVV 


Have written jo thee now about 1, <7 4 
ren fig-tree; or, bow it will ft ] 
the fruitleſs. profelſor that  fladethy, in 4% 
vineyard of God. = 
of what vomplexion a art, þ = cannot. 
certainly dit ine; but the parable tells thee, 
that the cumber ground muſt be cut down: 1 7 4 
A cumber-ground profe hr, is not only. KY FY 
provocation to God, a Numbling-block. to the; 
world, and a blemiſh to religion: butza fur 
fo his. own ſoul aſe, Though his pads) = 
mount up to the he "avVens,. = his head. VOR.. 4 3 
unto the clouds-; yet he ſhall periſh for 1 1 ; 
like his own. dung; they that e Hen im 
Hall ſay, where is he? Job xx. 6. I & Thos 28 
Now they. count it pleaſure to "ripe in nl, 
day time, 2 Pet. ii. KS, 14. But What « 78 
they. do. ny 5 the ax is fetched of . 1395 20Y 
The tree whoſe fruit withereth, . 1. N E 
ened a tree without fruit, -a tree „ dead, . 2 
one that” . ve Fa * 5 the roots, 5 
Jade 2 4 . 5 "a l 


ye of God; nor will it palliate the revenge- 
i=... ford threatning of bis juſtice, he will command 
3 to cut it town ſhortly. 


Big 4 To the REA D E R. 


0 thou cumber- -pround! God expects Fruit i 
Cod will come ſeeking fruit ſhortly. 
My exhortation therefore is to profe Gers, ; 
that they look to it, that they take heed. EY 

"The Barren fig-tree in the vineyard, and = 
the bramble in the * are both prepared 1 


8 for the fire. 


\ Profeſſion is not a covert to hide from the 


De church and a profeſſion are the beſt if 
1 fer the upright, but the worſt in the 
, world for the cumber-ground : he muſt be caſt, 
45 profane, out e the mount of God, caſt, I 


Jo, ober the wall e 4 the vineyard, thee to 
"wither; thence to be gathered and burned. 


Tt bad been better for Fe that they had not- 
known the way of righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. ii. 21. 


$ - Sho yet if they. had not, they had been dam- 


ned. but it is better to go to hell without, than 
in, or from under a profeſſion : Theſe ſhall 
receive greater damnation, Luke xx. 4. 

1f thou: be a profeſſor, read and tremble : 
i then be profane, do fo likewiſe, For if 
. the righteous ſtarcely, be ſaved, where. ſhall 
the ungodly and ſinners appear ? > Cumber- 
"greed take heed of the ax; barren Hure, 
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But I will keep thee no 1 out of the 

eo. CHRIST JESUS, the dreſſer af, 

be vineyard, take care of thee, dig about 

thee, and dung thee, that thou mayeſt bear 

= fruit; that when the Lord of the vineyard 
cometh with his ax to ſeek” fer fruit, or pro- : 

nounce the ſentence of damnation on the Bar- 4 

ren Fig- tree, thou mayęſt eſcape that judgment, ** 

The cumber- ground muſt to the wood-pile, and 

| thence io the fire. Farewel. _ 

KM © Grace be with all them that love our 

ce | L O R D JE 8 US in e Amen. 
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The Doom and pownrar”s of ih 
- Froillels PROFESSOR, | 


7 Luke . 6, 7, 8, 9. A certain man bad a H- 
4 "Free planted in bis vineyard, and he came aud 
Hug bt fruit thereon, and found none. Then 
aid be ta the dreſſer of the vineyard, Behold 
% Noe 5 8 . Theſe three years | come ſeeking fruit on this 

7 tree, and Hud none: Cut il down, why cm- 
bereth it the ground? And be anſwering, ſaid, 
| Lord, let it alone this year a fo, until I dig 
AY 3 . it, and dur g it, and if it bear fruit, 
3 = : . well; and if not, then, wg Fat, thou Sealy 
- "Cut it down. 5 | £ 


* 


* the b of this 8 _ 1 
how fome of the Jews came to Jeſus 
| . Chriſt, to tell him of the cruelty of Pon- 
* - ivr Pilate i in mingling the blood of the Galile- 
. as with dir 4crifices, NE bean and | 


5 8 7 A 4 5 ma, *. . N 5 
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| | heatheniſh, but prodigious alſo; for the Lord 
' Jeſus. paraphraſing upon this fact of his teach- | 


the hand and rage of the Roman empire: 


penitency, was in the days of Titus ſon of 
Veſpaſian, about forty years after the death of 


and famine, peſtilence and blood for be 3 


; which. they always hat in readineſs. gail, 5 g 
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1 The Fey IGR EK. * 
prodig tous. act: for therein he ſhewed, not 
1 bis malice againſt the Jewiſh nation, — 


alſo: againſt their worſhip, and conſequent- 
ly their God. An action, I ſay, not 25 


* 5 


eth the Jews, that without repentance 2 
ſbould all likewiſe periſb: likewiſe, that i is, by 


neither ſhould they be more able to avoid thje 
ſtroke, than were thoſe © eighteen upon whom 3 
« the tower of Siloam fell and flew them, 
Luke Xix. 42, 43, 44. The fulfilling of Which 


prophecy, for their hardneſs of heart; and im- 


Chriſt, Then 1 ſay, were theſe Jews, 
their city, both environed on every fide, whets A 
in both they and it to amazement, were mi- 
ſerably overthrown. God gave them ſword: - | 


rage againſt-the Son of his oye; 3 « tb g 
33 on them to . outermo * „ The. -Y 
"Mes. to prevent. the old ind Foolith Klee f * 1 
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ſuch prophecies and denunciations of ung. 
ment the Lord Jeſus e them, with this: - 
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1 Le Rare FIG-TREE. 
3 ne. and their being the church of God, 0 


it would not not ſtand them in any ſtead, as 


vho ſhould ſay, it may be, you think to help | 


- yourſelves againſt this my prophecy, of your 
utter and unavoidable overthrow, by the in- 
- tereft which you have in your outward privi- 
leges: but all theſe will fail you : for what 
think you? “ A certain man had a fig- tree 
«planted in his vineyard, and he came and 


fſought fruit thereon, and found none.“ This 
Es. is your caſe, the Jewiſh land is God's vineyard, 


I know it, and know allo that you are the fig- 
trees. But, behold there wantcth the main 
thing, which is fruit; for the ſake, and in ex- 


. pectation of which, he ſet this vineyard with 


dees. Now, ſceing the fruit is not found a- 


« mong you; the fruit, I fay, for the fake of 


which be did at firſt plant this vineyard ; what 
remains, but that in juſtice he command to 
ent yau down, as thoſe that cumber the ground, 
that he may plant himſelf another vineyard? 


Then ſaid he to the dreſſer of his vineyard, 


* >Behold, theſe three years1 come ſceking fruit 


„on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down, 


% hy cumbereth it the ground?” This there- 
ſore muſt be your end, altho' you are planted 

in the garden of God; for the barrenneſs and 
3 5 victulneſs of your hearts and lives, you 


muſt be cut off, Vea, Footed up and caſt out 


of theoineyard(#@ 5) 4 7 EET 


9a e there are rwo things betten 
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defer preſent execution on a harren Hg -· tree? 


. The LES» AN. „ 
notice of, and to be enquired 1 "by ther 


that read. | , 
. Firſt, The W a 47 01. 


Secondly, The doctrine, or erdbeer. 


4 | oy 


ed under fuch metaphors. 
The metaphors in this parable are, (1) A 


certain man. (2.) A vineyard. (3. A og 2 


tree, barrerr or fruitleſs. (4.) A dreſſer. 6 mn) 
Three years. (6.) Digging and dunging, . 
The doctrine or myſtery: couched under 


Fi theſe words, is to ſhew us, What is like to be- 


**come of a fruitteſs'or formal profeſſor. For, 

1. By the man in the parable, (Luke 125 

11 „ is meant God the Father. 

2. By the vineyard, (Iſa. v. 7.) His ech 
3. By the fig tree, a profeſſor. | 


— 


3 By the dreſſer, the Lord N 5 7 Ne ji 


5. By the fig tree 8 baren 455 N 
for's fruitlefaneſs. 

6. By. the three years, the parience- of: God. 
that for a time he extenceth 10 barret 1 


b ſors. * 5 15 = 


7: Thin calling! initedretiofiteui 


FO Gat, it down, is to (how. the 1 g x 255 1 


tice againſt fruitleſs profeſſo rs. 
8. The dreſſer's interceeding, bis ſhow hey, 


the Lord jeſus ſteps in, and takes hold of LY 


head-of his Father's ax, to flop or at leaſt w 
9. The dreſfer's deſite tö tfy mate 


Ns "ES. 7 
vl 3 \ 


** 
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ee kryiafol, is to hew . dow. dne, — Y 


mo. The Dares rler EE. 
ing he is that ever a barren lig aree nd yet | 
"be barren, and periſh. 
10. His digging about it, and Seri of i it, | 
is to ſhew his willingneſs to apply goſpel helps 
to this barren profeſſor, x . a yy be 8 
fruitful. 
211. The ſuppoſition tab fig tree may yet 
eontinue fruitleſs, is to ſhew, that when Chriſt 
3 hath done all, There are fome profeſ- 
4 fors will abide barren and fruitleſs.” 
12. The termination upon this ſuppoſition, 
at laſt to cut it down, is a certain prediction 
of ſuch: profeſſors unavoi_able and erernal f 
Aamnation. DS 8 
But to take this en into pieces and to | 
die ourſe more particularly, though with all 
ee . all the parts mereof. 


0 4 certain man had a fo tree planted i in bis 

©. vineyard. >; 

"The. man, I told you, is to preſent. to us 
"Cos: the Father, by which Similitude he is of- 
ten ſet out in the New Teſtament. 

Obſerve then, that it is no new thing if you 
90 in God's church barren fig-trees, fruitleſs 
3 profefiors ; even as here you ſee is a tree; a 
F iueſs wee, a fruitleſs fig: tree, in the vine. 

Yard. Fruit is not ſo eaſily brougbt forth, as a 
2H n 3s got intos it is eaſy for a nan to 

Ploath en with a fair bew in the fleſh, to 


—- The. Barren F 16 7 R E E. 41 
with the beſt. It is ng hard thing to do theſe 
with other things; but to be fruitful, to bring 


forth fruit to God, this doth not every tree: 2 
no not every fig tree that ſtands in the vine» © 


yard of God. Thoſe-words alſo, (John xv. 


2. * Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, 


© he taketh- away,) aſſert the ſame thing. 


There are branches in Chriſt, in Chriſt's body 


myſtical, (which is his church, his vineyarg) - 
that bear not fruit, wherefore the head, God,. 
is to take them away. 1 looked for grapes, 


and it brought forth wild grapes,” If. v. 4. 7 


That is, no fruit-at all that-is acceptable wa. 
God. All theſe, with many more, ſhew us 
the truth of the obſervation, and that God's 
church may be cumbered with fruitleſs fg : 
trees, wh barren profeſſors. Mey 
Had a (fig tree „ 
der there be in God's SES 2 *. wa 
barren and fruitleſs; yet as 1 f:jd, to ſee- o, 
they are like the rel of the trees, even # Hg. 
tree: *twas not an oak, Hor a. willow. 0 
thorn, nor a bramble, but 4 bo-tree, f 


xxxili. 31. They come before thee as oY 1 


* 


people cometh,” Ha. viii. 2, 3, 4. They: © 
delight to know my ways, as a nation that | 


4 0 


nances of their God; they afk of me the r- 


£ 
* dinances of juſtice; they rake 1 ite" * | 
42 * 40 _ „ And. "FI 1 
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did righteovfneſs, and forfook. not the ordi- _ ; 


0 "mY 2 22 = 
: a *. 
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$ and unprofitable profeſſors... Judas 
" alſo was one of - the twelve, a diſciple, an 
'- apoſtle, a preacher, an officer, yea, and ſuek 


3 


barren. 6 ig-tree, a devil, a fre 
The fooliſh virgins alſo went forth of is world 


an one as none of rhe. eleven miſtruſted; but 3 


preferred before themſelves, each one crying 


out, 1s it IS Is it I? Mark xiv. 19. None of | 


them as we read of, (John vi. 70.) miſtruſt- 
ing Judas, yet be, in Chriſt's eye, was the 
aitleſs* profeſſor. 


with the others, had lamps, and light, and 


3 were awakened with the'other; yea, had bold- 
=” peſs to go forth, when the midnight cry was 
ES made, With ihe other and thought that they 
F- covbld have looked Chriſt in the face, when he 

fut upon the throne of judgment, with the o- 
= ther; and yet but fooliſh, but barren fig. trees, 
but piles profe ſſors, Matth. vii. 22, 23. 
SB Many (ſaith Chriſt) will fay- unto me in that 
day; this and that, and will alſo talk of many 
| wonderful works; yet behold, he finds nothing 
in them but the fruits of unr ichtecuſneſs; they 
were e barren and e ' profes 


. | 958 1 Js 


- 4 


er WY a yY . 
- This word (planred) doth alſo rene Er; it 


6 Ropoſeth one taken out of its natural ſoil, or 

removed from the place it grew in once; one 

that ſeemed to be called, awakened${ and not 

8 only” ” but by 1 bad, carried from cord 
. 1 wor 


K 4 


wo 


f 


; world, to the church; from Na ture, to graces 


 feſſor (that remaineth notwithſtanding froitle(sy 0 > 


W timateth: yea further, that the chureh is a- 
| tisfied with them, conſents they ſhoulg: abide 


PP 


* 
* 
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from 5 n to godlineſs, pfalm IX XX. 8. Thou 
1 broughteſt A vine out of Egypt; thou didſt 
« caſt out the heathen; and plant it.” Of ſome 
of the branches of this vine, were there e 
ful profeſſors. 

It muſt be concluded therefore, that this. proe 


is, as to the view and judgment of the church, _ 2 
rightly brought in thither ; viz. by confelion _ 
of faith, of fin, and a ſhew of repentance ang 
regeneration, (thus falſe brethren ęreep in un- 
awares.) All theſe things this word, planted, tt» 


in the garden, and counteth them found as the 
reſt, Buz before God, in the. fight of God, £2 
they are graceleſs profeſſors, 1 and Ka 8 
leſs fig- trees 7 

Therefore it is one thing to be i in. chat chsch 
or in a prof ſſion: and another to be of bee 
church and to belong to that kingdom, they. 18 
prepared for the faints ; that is ſo indeed. 
therwile, © Being planted fhall it profper? (Þ 

+ jt not utterly wither when the eaſt 1 
* toucheth it? It ſhall wither in the furrows _ 
. WIG it nt e en Xvi. LSE ei 
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* x 2 +: 
& 1 * 3 


= 


14 - The Barren FIGTREE, © 
Sn Zion; - "Theſe words therefore ſuggeſt unto us, 
2 prodigious kind of boldneſs, and hardned 

7 Farlelsneſs: for what preſumption higher, and 
What attempt more deſperate, than for a man 
dat wanteth grace, and the true knowledge of 
God, to crowd himſelf (in that condition) into 
e houſe or church of God, or to make pro- 

|  fffion of, and defire that the name of God 
- ſhould be called upon by him 
For the man that maketh a profeſſion of the * 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt, that man hath as it 
| were, put the name of God upon himſelf, and | 
is cal flea and reckoned now, (how fruitleſs. ſo - 
ever before God or men) that man- hath to do 
with God, the man that God owneth, and will 
Dans for. This man, I ſiy, by bis profeſſion 
ſoggeſteth this to all that know him, to be ſuch | 
a profeſſor. Men mere y natu'a!,-F mean men | 
that have not got the devi iſn art of hypocriſy, 
£ are afraid to think of doing this. And of the 
=” © reſt durſt no man join himſelf to them, but 
the people magnifieq them, Acts v. 13. And 
e it diſpleaſeth God: * They have brought, 
(faith he) men uncircumciſed into my fanc- 
* „ Waty. And again, (Ifaiah i. 12.) When 
you come to appear before me, who hath re- 
> - - « 5 uren this at your hand, to tread my courts?” 
faith God. They have therefore learned this 
bdoldneſs of none in the viſible world, they 
|. only took it of the devil; for he, and he only 
= nb theſe bis * . to preſent 
8 * 


— 
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themſelves in the church before God. "The - 
tares are the children of the wicked one: The 
tares, that is the hypocrites that are ſatan's I 
brood, the generation of vipers that cannot 

elcape the damnation of hell. bb. bY "Mi 


| (Had) a fates olanked in his e 
He doth not ſay he planted a fig- tree, bot 
there was a fig - tree there; he bad or ond, A 


> FF a bo-tree, planted in his vineyard. 

t The great God will not acknowledge we 
3 barren fig- tree, or barren profeſſor, to de his 
A workmanſhi p, or a tree of his bringing in; on- 


0 ly the text faith, he had one there, This is 
11 much like that in Matthew, Chap. xv. 13. E. 
n 8 very plant that my heavenly Father hath not 
h © Planted, ſhall be rooted up.“ Here again are 
n & plants in his vineyard, which God will net 
y, acknowledge io be of bis planting; and be 
Je ſeems to ſuggeſt, that in his vineyard are 
or many ſuch;—Every plant, or all thoſe plants 
\4 and profeſſors that are got into the afſembly 
it, of the faints, or into the profeflion of their 
c- religion, without God and bis grace ball be 
en MW rooted up. 

re- And when the king e came to ſee the geh. 
I © he ſaw there a man that had not on a wed- 
nis ding garment: and he ſaid unto bim, Friend, -Y 
ey I © bow cameſt thou in -bither not having a 
Ny : wedding garment ” Mat. xxii. 11, 12. Here 
ent ig heed 0 ITY and erafiy, that be ö _ 
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He cameſt thou in hither? My Father did not 
bring thee hither, 1 did not bring thee hither, | 
my Spirit did not bring thee hither, chou art 


195 door, but elimbeth up ſome other Way, the 
! fame is a thief and. a robber. This text alſo 
is full and plain to our purpoſe; for this man 


I at the windows, he got ſomething of the light | 
and glory. of the gofpel of our Lord. Jeſus 


the children: but how is this reſented what 
faith tbe King of bim? Why, this is his ſign, 
The ſame is a thief and a robber. See ye here 
alſo, if all ſuch be owned as the planting of 
God, that get into big: churgh, Ora dae 


15 ent; bad a thief in his garden, at his 
3 in his houſe: . climbed: up 


2 | i 


, - F — 5 
# */ | ? 


all the gueſts; he got and kept in the chureh 
even until the King himſelf came in to ſee 
the gueſts; dut his fubtility got bim nothing, 
it did not blind the eyes of the King ; it did 
not prevent the judgment of the righteous; 

Friend, hem cameſt thou mn hither ? did overtake | 
him at laſt, even a publick rejection, the King | 
diſeovered bim in the face of all there preſent: 


not of my heavenly Father's planting. | N 
John x. i. * He that, comerh not in- bay the 


eame not in by the doer; yet gat into the 
church, be got in by climbing; be broke in 


Chriſt in his head; and fo (hardy wrerch that 
be was) he preſumed to crowd himſelf, among 


of his name. 
Had à fig tree, had one without ; a velding 


1280 
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Wome other way. There are many. ways to 5 
get into the church of God, and profeſſion NY 


his name beſide, 20 without an ins by 


j the door. 

. 1. There is the way of wi 252 dilſem 
> Pplipg, and at this gap the Gideopites got in; 
» WJolhua ix. 3, 4, &c. 

„2. There is ſometimes Kaltcheſt na 
+ Wome paſtors, either for the ſake of carnal res 
, ations, or the like; at this hole Tobiah, the 
t enemy of God, got in, Nehem. xiii. 4, 5, 6. 


3. There is ſometimes negligence, and tos 
uch uncircumſpectedneſs: in the whole _ 


2 

> hus ihe ungreumied got in: Ezck. Ag 

5. 9. y 

1 4. . again, let the church be ne= 

> Wer fo circumſpect, yet theſe have fo "much | 

1 75 from the devil, that they beguile them all; 

5 ſo get in. Tbeſe are of that ſort of biene 

s Phat Paul complains of, falſe brethren brought  , 

r n unawares, Gal. ii. 3, 4. Jude alfo cries out 

Pf thefe certain men crept. in unawares, Jude 

© . Crept in! what, were they ſo lowly? a 

. {Foluntiry humility, (Col. ji. 22, 23.) a ner 

> {Wictting of the body, not in any humour. 0 

o ſcemingly ſelf.denying are ſome of theſe 
reeping things, - that are yet to be held 


bet 


as we ſhall know them) an abomingion 90 
ſrael, Lev. xi. 43, 44. | 
But in great houſes, there: are 0 ny | 
veſſels of gold and filver: but allo of woody” 
yy | 1 i 1 


* * 
. 1 


1 
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© and of earth, and ſome to honour, and ſome 
s 4: 1o'diſhonour;”- 2 Tim. ii. 20. By theſe words 
the Apoſtle n to take it for granted, that 
as there hath been, ſo there ill will be theſe 
EFEeind of fig - trees, theſe barren profeſſors in 
the houſe, when all men have done what they 
can, even as in a great houſe there are always 
veſſels to diſhonour, as well as theſe to honour | 
and glory; veſſels of wood, and of earth, as 
well as of ſilver and gold ; 10 then there muſt 
be wooden profeſſors in the garden of God, 
there muſt be earthly, earthen- profeſſors in his 
vineyard: but that methinks, is the biting 
_ word, and ſome to diſhonour ; \ that to the 
| Romans i is dreadful, Rom: ix. 21, 22. But this 
ſeems to go beyond | it; that (| peaks but of the 
reprobate in general, but this of ſuch and ſuch 
3 in particular: that ſpeaks of their e * in 
| the common way; but this, that they mu 
- Gifferedto creep into the church; there to fi 
themſelves for their place, their own place, 
Acts i. 25. the place prepared for them of this 
bort only; as the Lord Jeſus ſaid once of the 
Phariſees, Theſe ſhall receive the 28 
© Garmnation, Luke x. 47 
Barren fig · tree, fruitieſs profeſſor, haſt thou 
| heard all theſe things ? Haſt thou conſidered 
that this fig tree is not acknowledged of God 
ds be his, but is denyed to be of his planting, 
ind of his bringing unto his wedding? Dot 
| Hor thou an * thou : art called A thief, and 
. 
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„ The Barren FIGTREE. - 
12 robber, that haſt either climbed vp to, or 
Is erept in at another place than the door? Do 

at thou not hear, that there will be in God's 


ſe {Whouſe wooden and carthly profeſſors, that no 

in Wplace will ſerve to fit thoſe for hell, but the - 
ey Mhovſe, church, vineyard of God! 2 Barren 
ys figstree! froicleſs CAREY do not thine ears ; 
ur | tivgle ?. | 45 

as 


it And (He) + came and bught from dere . 

d, When a man hath got a profeſſion, and 3 

1is Ncrouded into the church and houſe of God; 

pp the queſtion is not now, has he life? hath be 

he Wight principles? But bath he fruit? He came 

nis Wlecking fruit thereon; It matters not Who 

he brought thee in hither, whether God or- the 

ch devil, or thine own vain-glorious heart: but 
in Ibaſt thou fiuit? Doſt thou bring forth fruit un 
be to God? * And let every one that nameth the 

fit name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, depart from 
ce, I iniquity,” 2 Tim. ii. 19. He doth not ſays 
his And let every one that hath grace, or let thoſe 
theFWtbat h. ve the Spirit of God; But let every 
ter one that nameth the name of the Lord 8 

g Chiiſt depart from iniquity.“ 

uff Whar do men meddle with PEAR Perl 
red why do they call themſelves by the name of 
zod the Lord Jeſvs, if they have not the grace of 
ng, God, if they have not the Spirit of Chriſt? 
Cod therefore expecteth fruit: What do they 
* in e Wayne Let em wol k or . 
8 = "AY om 
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3 e Barren FIGTREE. 
them: the vineyard muſt have labourers in it: 
on go work to day in my vineyard, Mat, | 

"Sts; 28. Wherefore, want of grace, and want 
ol ſpirit, will not keep God from ſeeking fruit: 
© And he came and ſought fruit thereon,” Luke | 
viii, 8. He requireth that which he ſeemeth to 
have: every man in the vineyard, and houſe 
of God, promiſeth himſelf, profeſſeth to o- 
thers, and would have all men to rake it for| 
granted, that an heavenly principle is in „n. 
n then ſhould not God ſeek fruit? 

As for them therefore that will retain, the 
name of Chriſtians, fearing God and. yet 
make no conſcience of bringing forth fruit to 
him: he ſaith to ſuch, Away! as for you, 

ye ſerve every one his idols; and h:reafter al * 
if ye will not hearken to me, &c. Ezek. xx. 
39. Barren fig-tree! Doſt thou hear? God ex. 
pecteth fruit, God calls for fruit; yea, God 
will ſhortly come ſeeking fruit on this barren 
. fig-tree. Barren fig-tree! either bear fruit or 
go out of the vineyard, (and yet then wy caſe 
will be unſpeakably damnable.) Vea, let me 
add, if thou ſhalt neither bear fruit, nor de- 
part, God will take his name out of thy mouth, 
Jer. xliv. 46. He w vin have fruit. And 1 ſay, 
further, if thou wilt do neither, yet God. in 
juſtice and righteouſneſs, will ſtill come for 
fruit. And it will be in vain for thee to count 
£ this auſterity; * He will reap where be hath 
ot Kegel, and gather Where he hath not 
; e 25 ſirawed, 
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g-tree ! doſt thou hear? 


nt 'S What if a man hath no grate? 

15 A. Yes, ſeeing he hath a Frofetion. 
of 4% be titty tad ſought Fruit been 

e A church then, and a profeſſion, are bf 


0 laces where the workers of iniquity may 
or Wide themſelves and fins from God. Some of 
1d thought, that becauſe they could cry, 
he temple of the Lord, the temple of the 


diſpenſation to do the abominations which 
hey committed; as ſome in our days, For, 
obo (ſay they) have a right to the creatures if 


O, ce Chriſtians, if not profeſſors, if not church-. 


*. Inembers? And from this concluſion, let go 


* oe reins of their inordinate affections after 


0d pride, ambition, gluttony, pampering them- 
en gelves without fear, Jude 12. Daunting them- 
or elves with the luſt, provoking faſhions of the 
ile imes; to walk with ſtretched out necks, nak- 
ne d breaſts, frizled foretops, wanton geſtures, 


e- gorgeous apparel, mixed with gold and 


b, Pearl, and coſtly array, I will not here make 


, ppection into their lives, their carriages at 
in Wome, in their corners and ſecret holes; but 4 


Or ertainly perſons thus ſpirited, thus principled, 
oi And thus inclined; have but empty boughs, 
th ouphs that want the fruit that God erpee, 
nd Jhat God will dome down to ſeek. 

d, N i | Barren | 
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ſtrawed, „Matth. xxv. 24, 25, 26. Barren 


ord, therefore they were delivered, or had 
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1 to fin ? What, come into the preſence of God 


garden, and Chriſt Jeſus is the great Apoſtle 


\, 


- continually. 1 Kings ix. 3. What come thete 
to ſin ! to hide thy fin, to cloak thy fin: his 


Barren fig tree, thou art not licenſed by thy 
da, nor by the Lord of thy vineyard, 
to bear theſe cluſters of Gomorrah; neither 
ſhall the vineyard, nor thy being crouded a. 
mong the trees there, ſhelter thee from the 

ſight of the eye of God. Many make religion 
their cloak, and Chriſt their ſtalking horſe, and 
by that means cover themſelves, and hide thei 
own wickedneſs from men; but God who 
ſeth their heart hath his print upon the heels 
of their feet, and pondereth all their goings, 
nd at laſt, when their iniquity is found to be 
ateful, be will either ſmite them with hard- 
neſs of heart, and fo leave them, or awaken 
them to bring forth fruit. Fruit he looks for, 
ſeeks and expects, barren fig-tree! 
But, what come into the preſence of God 


* 


to hide thy ſin! Alas man! the church is God's 


and high prieſt of our profeſſion. ._ What, 
come into the houſe that is called by my name! 
into the place where mine-honour dwelleth ! 
Phlm xxvi, 8. where mine eyes and heart are 


plants are an orchard with pleaſant: fruits, 
_ Cant. iv. 13, 14, 15. And every time he go- 
eth into his garden, it is to ſee the fruits of 
the valley; and to ſee if the vines 8 8 
100 i the Rags: bud, 125 
Te d, 
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The Barren FIC. T RE E. 23 
Lea, ſaith he, he came ſeeking fruit on this 
gtree. The church is the place of God's 
lelight, where he ever deſires to be; there be 
night and day. He is there to ſeek for fruit, 
o ſeek for fruit of all and every tree in the Þ} 
garden. Wherefore aſſure thyſelf, O fruitleſs - "Þ 
ne, that thy ways muſt needs be open before 
he eyes of the Lord. One black ſheep. is 
don eſpied, altho in company with many; 
hat is taken with the firſt caſt of the eye, its 
Jifferent colour ſtill betrays it. I ſay therefore, 
church and a profeſſion, are not places where - 
ne workers of iniquity may hide themſelves I 
rom God that ſeeks for fruit: My vineyard , 


faith God) which i is mine, is dan me ee 
iii. 1 5 


8 he came and ſought fruit thereon, ol 
3; Wound none.) 

ne! Barren fig-tree, hearken ; The continual 
at, Ponbearing of fruit, is a dreadful ſign that 
1c! Ihou art come to a dreadful end, as the wind- — 
ng up of this parable concludeth. | 

And found none) None at all, or none to 

od's liking; for when he Gith, he came 
ecking fruit thereon, he means froit, meet _ 

ts, Nr God, Heb. vi. pleaſant Tall fruit good and 

o. eet. 

11 Alas ! it is bot any fruit wit bros: bad . 
ſh, uit is counted x none 3 F TOONS tree that 2 of 
| 3 55 FF 
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I Hh upon the houſe top, Pſalm cxxix. or that 


24 The Barren FIG RE k. 


ot eaſt into the fire, Matth. iii. 10. 


that is ſmittet in the growth, and comes not 


break of their {ins wy hteoufheſs;- but ſtop 


wrttikled, ase Kut, and is in effect no 


up ſuddenly, violently, with great. ſtalks, and 
big ſhew, and yet at laſt proves empty of ker. 
ele This fruit is to be found in thoſe profeſ: 


vinced, and ſo affected with their condition, 
that they make the whole family, the end ſhip, 

| che Whole town. For a While they ery haſtily, 

| vehemently," 46lefully, mournfully, and yet 
All is but a pang, an agony; a fit, they bring 
not forth fruit with patience ; theſe are. called 


77G) [Nower,” Tz, AXvili. 4 3 


A 


© eth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and 


1. There is fruit among profeſſors that wi. 
Fae and ſo never comes to be ripe: a fruit 


to maturity, and this hs reckoned” no fiuit, 
This fruit, theſe profeſſors ' bear, that have 
many fair beginhings or bloſſoms; that make 
many fair offers f repentance and amend: 
merit ; that begin to pray, reſolve, and to 


at thoſe. begiritiings; and bring no fruit forth 
fo perfection. This! wan's fruit is withered, 


fruit at all. | 
. There is an bafly froit, (uch as Fu the 


ieh ſprings up on the dunghill, that runs 


flots, that on a ſudden are ſo a wakened, fo con- 


thoſe: hiſty fruits, that aal be as 4 fadling 


1 "There is a Kult that is vile, 555 il. 
| rated 


The hace. FIC: TREE. © 25 


aſted, Jer. xxiv. how long ſoever it by in 
growing; the root is dried, and cannot con- 
ey a ſufficiency of ſap to the branches to 
ipen the fruit. Theſe are the fruits of ſuch 
rofelſors, -whoſe heart is eſtranged from com- 
union with, the holy, Ghoſt, whoſe fruit, grow- 
th from themſelves, from their parts, gifts, 
Iirength of wit, natural or moral principles: 
heſe, notwithſtanding they bring forth fruit, 
re called empty vines, duch as bring not forth 
ruit to God. 


yt Their Took th dried up, they hall 1 no 
fruit; yea, though- they ing forth, yet will 
od I lay even the beloved. fruit of their womb, 1 


oſea ix. 16. 
4. There is a fruit that! is Sind: 0 Lao 
for grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes,” 
fa. v. 4. I obſerve, . that as there are trees 
nd herbs that are Wholly right and noble, fit 


" deed for the vineyard; ſo there are alſo their 
> emblauce, but wild; not right, but ignoble. 
„ here is the grape and the wild grape; the 


ine, and the wild vine; the roſe and the 
anker roſe; flowers, and wild flowers; the 
pple, and the- wild apple, which we call the 


10 ab. Now. "Fruit from theſe. wild things s, ho 
ine er they may pleaſe the children to plaʒ . 
tithe prudent and. the grave count em. 'of 


8 or no value. There are alſo in the 


orld a generation of profeſſors, that notwith- 
ie. their Pep are wild bY; wache 21 
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Yes, ſuch as were never cut out, or i, ict 
the wild olive tree, ner never yet! planted-i in 
d0o the good olive tree. Now. theſe can bring 
13 Nothing forth, but wild olive berries, the Ey/ean: 
not bring forth fruit unto God. Such Are al 
thoſe that bave lightly taken uͤp a profeſſion; 
and crept into the vineyard withont a new 
birth, and the bleſſing of Regeneration. JIEL 
| There is alſo untimely fruit; Even a: 
1 fig: tree cafteth ber untimely figs, Rev. vi; 
13. Fruit out of ſeaſon, and ſo no fruit” to 
3 God liking. TP E 14.44: Ne 17412 ; 
I- here are twö ſorts of profeſſors ſubjec 0 
. e forth untimely fruit. 
1. They that bring forth (fruit) too ſoon. | 
= . "They that bring forth (fruit) too late. 
l E "to. They that bring forth too ſoon: they 
are ſach as at preſent receive the word with 
joy; and anon, before they have root down 
wards, they thruſt forth upwards; but having 
not root, when the ſun ariſeth they are finit 
ten, and miſerably die without fruit, 'Theſ 
$7 1 are thoſe light and inconſiderat 
ones, that think nothing but peace will atten 
dhe goſpel; and fo anon rejoice- at the tidingi 
without foreſeeing the evil; wherefore who 
the evil comes, deing unarmed, and ſo in 
able to ſtand any longer; they e 25 at 
__ withered, and bring forth go fru, 
9 9 ſeed into > Tony, pla bes,” th far 
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joy el it; 70 bath he not rodt in vin _ 
ſelf, but dureth for a while: for when tribu- 15 
lation or perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the g 
word, by and by he is offended;? Matth. xiii. 
PO, 21. There is (in Ifaiah xyviii: 4.) men- 
ion made of ſome, whoſe glorious beauty 
all be a fading flower: becauſe it is fruit be- 
ore ſummer. Both theſe are untimely fruit. 
2. They alſo bring forth untimely fruit, 
hat ſtay till the ſeaſon is over. God will have. 
is fruit in his ſeaſon ;_ I ſay, he will receive 
hem of ſach men as ſhall render them to him 
n their ſeaſons, Matth. xxi. 41. The miſſing 
of the ſeaſon is dangerous, ſtaying till the door 
Ws (but is dangerous, Matth xsv; 10, 11. Manx 
here be that come not till the flood of God's Þ 
ngeris raiſed, and too deep for them to wade:” 1 
Surely in the floods of great waters the KA 
ſball not come nigh unto him, Pſalm: - XXX], ed 
5, Eſau's (afterward) is -fearfu} ; for e know 
ow that afterward when:he would have in- 
erited the bleſſing, he was rejected; for he 
ound no place of repentance; though be ſought 
t carefully with tears, Heb. xii. 16, 17 5 
Sos. the children of Iſrael, they; brought to e 
od the fruits of obedience tog late: .their, 
o, we be here, (Numb. xiv. 40, 4 * 4) L 
ame, t00 late their we will go up, came too 
ite: the Lord. hath ſworn before, verſe : 235.304” 4 
an hat they ſhould not poſſeſs the land., Ml "Mi 
wil ſe. . ahi, 2s * ing forth Che 2 : 
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The Barren FICTREE. 
Heb, xii. 17. Luke xiii. 25, 26, 27. It is thei 
hard hap of the reprobate, to "Yo all things 
too late; to be ſenſible of his want of grace 
too late; to be ſorry for fin too late: to ſeeł 
repentance too late; to aſk for mercy, and to 
_ deſire to go to glory too late. F 
1. Thus you ſee that fruit ſmitten in the 
groyth, that withereth, and that eomes not 
N 1 is no fruit. | 
28. That haſty fruit, ſuch as the « corn upon 
1 whe houſe top. Pſalm cxxix. 6. withereth' alſo 
_ - afore it groweth up, and is no fruit. 
23. That the fruit that is vile og, Ul-rafted, 
=» 1 np fruit. 
E 4. The wild fruit and wild grapes, Rev. vi 
1 are no fruit. 
F.. That untimely Fruit, ſuch as come too 
=” ſoon, or that comes too late: ſuch as come not 
KY la their ſeaſon, are no fruit. e 


"WP And he came and. fought fruit thereon, and 
1 Pound none. 


rr, — oy 


b 5 Nothing All dv but fruit, Matth. xxi. 34 
ge looked for grapes: when the time of fruit 
= drew near, ke ſent his ſervants to the huſband 
i | men that they might receive the fruit of it. a 
_ Queſt. But what fruit doth God expett ? * 
9 Aſiv. Good fruit: Every tree that bring * 
ee «th not forth good fruit is hewn down, Mat 
= vii. 19. Now before the fruit can be godd, th 
iſ <q tree muſt be good, for — fruit makes no 4 
wy 
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a Barren R EE. 75 29 i 
good tree, but a good tree bringeth forth 1 
good fruit: do men gather grapes of thorn 

Pr figs of thiſtles? A mari muſt be good, elſe 

ze” can bring forth no good fruit; he muſt. 
have righteouſneſs imputed, that he may ſtand 
good in God's ſight from the curſe of the law. 
Je muſt have a principle of righteouſneſs in 
is ſoul, elſe how ſhovnld he bring forth good 


re called, Gal. v. 22. 23 The fruits of the 


Puſneſs muſt be firſt there. But to particula- 
ze in a few things briefly. 


and be worthy of that repentance thou feign- 
ft thyſelf to have. Every one in a profeſſion, 


endeth to repentance; now, of every 
dul, God ex pecteth that the fruits of repen- 
ance be found to attend them, Matth. iii. 8. 
Bring forth fruits therefore meet for repen- 
tance, or anſwerable to thy profeſſion of the 
loctrine of repentance. Barren fig: tree, ſeeing 
hou art a profeſſor and got into the yineyard, 
hou ſtandeſt before the Lord of the vineyard, 
s one of the trees of the garden, wherefore . 


eſt of W in the N n fag, a7 


” 8 * a 


ruits? And hence it is that a Chriſtian's fruits 4 


Spirit, 01 the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 
re by Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. i. 12. The fruits of }# 
he Spirit, therefore the Spirit muſt be there? 
he fruits of righteouſneſs, therefore righte- 


Firſt, God ex pecteth Ruit that will anſwer 3 


and that hath crowded into the vineyard E 5 
ch - 4 


e looked for fruit fon: thee, u from: , 


| feſſion thou haſt ſaid, I am aſhamed of my fin, 


turned from, left off, and am become an gene- 
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30 TWybe Barren FIG. T R E E. 
and ſuch as may declare thee in heart and life, 
one that hath made ſound profeſſion of re- 
pentance. By thy profeſſion thou haſt ſaid, 1 
am ſenſible of the evil of fin: now then, Roe 
ſuch a life, as declares" that thou art ſenſible 
of the evil of ſin. By thy profeſſion thou haft 
| aid, Lam forry for ſin: why then live ſuch 
x life as may declare this ſorrow. By thy pro- 


hey 


 Pfal. xxxviii. 18. yea, but live ſuch a life-that 
men by that may ſee thy ſhame for ſin, Jer. 
xxx. 19. By thy profeſſion thou ſayeſt, J have 


my to every appearance of evil, i Theſſ. v. 
22. Ahl But doth thy life and converſation 
„ Aclare thee to be ſuch an one? Take heed, 
barren fig- tree, leſt thy life ſhould give thy 
_ profeſſion, the lie: I ſay again, take heed for 
_ God himſelf will come for fruit: And he 
bought fruit thereon, 
You: have ſome ' proſeſſors, that are -only 
_ Hints before men, when they are abroad, but 
are devils and vipers at home; ſaints. .by- pro- 
feſſion, but devils by practice; ſaints in word, 
but ſinners in heart and life. Theſe men may 
have the profeſſion, but they want the: fruit 
that become repentancde. 
Barren ig: ire, Can it be N that 
-thoſe'that paint ihemſelves did ever repent o 
rheir pride? or that thoſe that purſue this worde 
Lid . — or that 
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Prorld, that they have repented of their pro- 


dead works. Haſt thou that godly ſorrow. that 


repented of? 2 Cor. vii. 10, 11. How doſt thou 


7e Barren FIC. N EE. 31 9 
hoſe that Walk, with, wanton, eyes, did ever | 
repefit of their fleſhly luſts ? Where, barren 
g· tree, is the fruit of theſe people's repent; 
ance? Nay, do they not rather declare to the 


feſſion Their fruits look as if they had. 
heir pride faith, they have repented of their 
humility: their covetouſneſs declareth, that 
they are weary of depending upon God: and 4 
doth, not thy wanton actions declare that. 
thou abhoreſt chaſtity? Where is thy fruit: 
barren fig- tree! repentance is not only a ſor- 
row, and a ſhame for, but a turning from fin -- 
to God, Heb. vi. It it called repentance from 


worketh repentance. to ſalvation,. not to be 


ſhew thy carefulneſs, and clearing of thyfelf? 
thy indignation againſt ſin; thy fear of of- 
fending: thy vehement deſire to walk with 
God; thy zeal for his name, and glory in the 
world? And What revenge haſt thou in thy 
heart againſt every thought of diſobedience? 
But where is the fruit of thy repentance ? 
Where is thy watching, thy. faſting, thy, 
praying, againſt the remainders of cotrupti- 
on ?. Where is thy ſelf abhorrence: thy bluſh- 
ing before God, for thy ſin that is yet behind? 
Where is thy tenderneſs of the name of God 
and his N ? Where is thy ſelf-denial and 
contentment ? ?, How. doſt thou, ſhe w before 
PW men; 
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men the truth of thy turning to God? Haſt 
thou renounced the hidden things; of diſho- 
neſty, not walking in craftineſs ? 2 Cor. iv. 2 

canſt thou commend thy ſelf to — man's 
Fab nnet in the ſight of God? „ 


„Audit Rog Wait (ieren), 
"Seovtidly, God expecteth fruits that ſhall 


23 anſwer that faith which thou makeſt profeſ- 
fign of. The profeſſor that is got into the | 


vineyard of God, doth feign that he hath the 
_ faith moſt holy, the faith of God's elecx. Ab! 


But where are thy fruits, barren fig- tree? 


The faith of the Romans was ſpoken of 


throughout the whole world, Rom. i. 18. and | 


the Theſſalonians: A ew e e 


= Theſl, i. 7 


Thou profcſſeſt t to believe thou haſt a- ſhare 


| in another world, haſt thou let go this barten 
- fig-tree? Thou profeſſeſt thou believeſt in 


Chriſt. Is he V joy, and the life of 'thy ſoul? 


5 Lea, what conformity unto him, or his ſor- 
ros and ſufferings? What — hath 


his crying and groaning, and bleeding, and 
dying, wrought in thee? Doſt thou bear a- 
bout in thy body the dying of the Lord Jeſus? 

And is alſo the life of Jeſus made manifeſt in 
thy mortal body? 2 Cor. x. 11. Barren fig- 
tree, ſhew me thy faith by thy works; ſhe u. 
out of a good converſation thy works with 

merkneſs of 9 F it 18. a iii 13. 


"What. 
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What fruit, barren eee ow. 
of heart-holineſs? Per the heart, 
Acts xv. g. What love meh 2 Jeſus? for 
faith warketh by love, GM 

Thirdly, God expecteth fruits, according 
the ſeaſon of graces thou art under, according 
to the rain that cometh upon thee. Perhaps, 
thou art planted in a good foil, by great wa-. 
ters, that thou mighteſt bring forth branches, 

e and bear fruĩt; that thou mighteſt be a goodly - 
vine or fig: tree: ſhall he not therefore ſeek 

for fruir, for ſtuit anſwerable to the means? | 
Barren fig-tree, God expects it, and will fink | 
it too, if ever he blefs thee: For the eavts I 
d which drinks in the rain that comes oft upon 
2 (it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for himb yy 
© whom it is dreſſed, receives bleſſing from 
e God; but that which beareth thorns and } 
n briers 18 rejected, and is nigh unto curſing, 

whoſe end is to be burned,” Heb, vi. 7, . 

Barren ſoul, How many flowers of grace, 4 
how many deus from heaven, how many - 
times have the filver ſtreams of the city f 
God; run gliding by the roots, to eauſe these 
to bring. forth fruits? Theſe ſhowers and 
ftreams, and drops that bang upon thy 
boughs, will all be accounted: for: and will | 
they not teſtify againſt thee that thou ought- s Ke 
eſt of right to be burned ? Hear and tremble. _ 
O chou barren profeſſor ? fruits that become | 
thy proſeſſion of the goſpel, the God of hex _ 
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pee ch The goſpel hath in it the for. 
giveneſs of fins, the kingdom of heaven, and 
eternal life: but what fruit hath thy profeſſion 
of a belief of theſe things put forth-in thy 
heart and life? Haſt thou given thyſelf to the 


Lord; and is all that thou haſt to be ventured 
*for Ks name in this world? Doſt thou walk 


like one that is bought with a nn even the | 


Price: of precious blood? 

Fourthly, The fruit that God . is 
"ſack as is meer for himſelf; fruit that may glo- 
Þ God. God's trees are trees of righteouſ- 


J 3 5 the planting of the Lord, that he may 


be glorified; fruit that taſteth of heaven, a. 


bundance of ſuch fruit: For herein (faith 


© Chriſt) is my Father glorified, that ye bring 
forth much fruit, John xv. 8. Fruits of all 
kinds new and old; the fruits of the Spirit are 
in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs and truth, 
_ fruits before the world, fruits before the faints, 
mis before God, fruits before angels. 
O my brethren What männer of perſons 
eat we to be; who having ſubſcribed to the 
Lord, and bave called ourſelves by the name 
ol Ilrael? One ſhall ſay I am the Lord's; 
„and another ſhall call himſelf by the name 
of jacob: and another ſhall ſubſcribe with 
„his band to the Lord, and ſirname himſelf 
by the name of Iſrael, Iſaiah xliv. 5. Bar- 


ren fig tree, Haſt thou fabſeribeg Haſt thou 


"leap 1188 id the anime of. E Jacub, and ſix: 
: named 
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>r-Mnamed thyſelf by the name of Iſrael? All this 
nd thou pretendeſt to, who art got into the vine- 
on yard, who art placed among the trees of the 
by garden of God. God doth therefore look for 
he ſoch fruits as is werthy of his name, as is meet 
ede for him: as the apoſtle faith, we ſhould walk 
e worthy of God; that is, ſo as we may ſhew ÞF 
hein every place, that the preſence of God is 
with us, his fear in us, and his Majeſty and 
is authority upon our actions. Fruits meet, for 
o-: bim, ſuch a dependance upon him, ſuch truſt | 
af: Min his word, ſuch ſatisfaction in his preſence,  * | 
ay foch a truſting of him with all my concern- 
a ments, and ſuch delight in the enjoyment f 
ith bim, that may demonſtrate that his fear is in i 
nol my heart, that my ſoul is wrapped up in his 
all things, and that my body, and foul, and eſtate, 
are 23d all, are in truth thro” his grace, and at his 
th, diſpoſe, Fruits meet for him : hearty thanks, 
to, and bleſſing God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good 
word, for his free grace, for his diſcovery of 
himſelf 3 in Chriſt to the ſoul, ſecret longing 
after another world. Fruit meet for him; 20 
berality to the poor ſaints, to the poor world; 
a life in word and deed exemplary; a patient 
| and quiet enduring of all things, till I have 1 
done and ſuffered the whole will of God, | 
which he hath appointed for me. © That on 
* the good ground are they, which in an ho- 
* neſt and good heart, having heard the. word - 
$ * keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience,” 


3 e Loks 


15 


9 5 God of heaven, what fruit to God-ward have 


* 


365 The e 77. FREE. 
Luke viii. 15. This is bringing forth fruit un- 
to God; Having our fruit unto holineſs, and 
© our end everlaſting life,” Rom, vii. 4. and 
Vi. 22. and xiv, 8, 


Fifthly, The Lord expekts fruit becoming 


the vineyard of God: The vineyard (faith he) 
IIa. v. 1. is a very fruitful hill: witneſs the 
fruit brought forth in all ages. The moſt bar- 
ren trees that ever grew in the wood of this 
world, when planted in the vineyard by the 


they brought forth ? Abel offered to God a 
more excellent facrifice; Heb. xi. 4, Enoch 
walked with God three hundred years, ver. 5. 
Noah, by his life of faith, contemned the world 
and became heir of the righreouſneſs which 
=? by faith, ver. 7.. Abraham left his country, 
and went, out after God, not knowing hi- 
ther he went, ver. 8. Moſes left a kingdom, 


„ and run the hazard the wrath of the king, 


for the love he had to God in Chriſt. What 
mall I ſay of them who had trials, not ac- 


| cepting deliverance, that they might obtain 


1 better reſurrection? Heb. xi. 35, 36, 37. 

SP! hey were ſtoned, they were fawn aſunder, 
© were te pted, were ſlain with the {+ ord: they 
© wandered about in ſheep- ſxins and goat-ſkins, 
being deſlittite, afflited, tormented.” Peter 
eſt bis father, ſhips and nets, Matth: iv. 18, 
19. Paul turned off from the feet of Gamali- 
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(the price of them) and caſt it down at the 
apoſtles feet, Acts xiv. 18, 19, 20. and others 
brought their books together, and burnt them, 
curious books, though they were worth fifty 
thouſand pieces of ſilver, I could add, how _ 
many willingly offered hemſelves in all ages, i 
and their all, for the worthy name of the Lord IM 
Jeſus, to be racked; ſtarved, hanged, burned, Ii 
drowned, pulled in pieces, and a thouſand Þþ 
calamities. Barren 'fip-tree, the vineyard of Ml 
God hath been a fruitful place; what doſt thuu 
there? What doſt thou bear? God expects 
fruit according to, or becoming the foit off the/ aÞ 
. WI vineyard: ' 9 
Sixthly, The fir which God expeRterh = 
is fuch as becometh God's huſbandry, and la- 
bour ; the vineyard is God's huſpandry, u 
tillage, 1 amihe vine (ſaith Chriſt) John xv. 24. 
and my Father i is the. husbandwian: And again, 
1 Cor. iti. 9. Te are Cal's busbandey, yt are 
God's building. The vineyard, God fences un, 
God pathereth out the ſtones, God builds the 
tower and the wine preſs ; in the midſt thereof. 
Here is labour, here is protection, here is re- = 
moving of hindrances, here is convenient 1 
purgation, and all, that there might be fruit. ; 
Barren fig-tree, what Nuit halt woes 4 || 
thou fruit Secog the cate of G ! 
protection of God, the wiſdom of hn As w K 
patience and huſbandry of God Ir is the rule © 


of 88 . that is either abe Wome or 7 
„„ pale Þ 
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© praiſe the huſbandman. /* I went by the field 
*- of the ſlothful (faith Solomon) and by the 
5 vineyard of the man void of underſtanding; 
and lo, it was grown over with thorns, and 
4 Nettles had covered the face thereof, Prov. 
XXiv. 30,131, 32. 
5 Barren fig - tree, If men ſhould make: a judg⸗ 
| went of the care, and pains, and labour of 
So in his church, by the fruit that thou 
bringeſt forth, what wight they ſay ? Is he not 
mn Nothfal? Is he not careleſs? Is he not without? 
0 thy thorns and nettles; thy barren: heart, 
and baxren life, are a continual provocation to 
© _ the eyes of his glory, as likewiſe a diſbonour 
= to the glory of his grace. 
Barren fig tree, Haſt thou bene all theſe 
things ? 1 wall add yet one more. en 


BM © dud, TT came Lond Gage Fruit 3 
1 Fbe queſtion is not now, what thou thinkeſt 
3 of thyſelf; nor what all the people of God think 
ol thee; but what thou ſbalt be found in that 
day, when God ſhall ſearch thy boughs for fruit. 
When Sodom was to be fear hed for righteous 
men; God would not in that matter truſt his 
faithful ſervant Abraham; but ſtill as Abra- 
| - ham interceeded, God anſwered; I fin 
Fi, or forty: and five, then 1 will not de troy 
be city, Gen. xviii. 20, 21, 26, 27. Barren fig: 10 

tree, what ſayeſt thou? God will come down 
„ - im God will wake ſearch For fruit 2 to 


© wi we TTY coy 


he Barren. F16. TRE K. 


down, why cumbereth it the ground? 


Theſe words are the effect of God's | 1 5 1 


into the boughs of a barren fig tree; he fought 


And he came and ſougbt fruit thereon, and 2 
found (none.) Then ſaid he to the dreſſer of the 
| vineyard, Behold, theſe three years I come ſeek = 
ing fruit on this fg tree, and find none: Cut it 


fruit, and found none, none to his liking, none 


pleaſant and good. Therefore, Firſt, he com- 


plains of the want thereof to the dreſſer, calls 
him to come and ſee, and take notice of the 


tree; then ſignifieth his pleaſure, he will have 
it removed, taken away, cut "TE. from cum- 


bering the ground. —_ 
S Obſerve, The n ag Ws is 1 objet = 
of God's diſpleaſure, God cannot Baut "WAR, 4 5 | 


fruitleſs profeſſor. 


: | (Then) lid he, Lo 255 TE 


Then, ities this provocation: then aber he = 
had ſought, and found no fruit, then. This 8 


word (then) doth ſnew us a kind of an inward 


diſquietneſs; as he faith alſo in another place, 
upon a like provocation, Then the anger gftbe 
Lord, and his Jealouſy, ſhall ſincke againſi that 


man, and all the curſes that are wriiten in this 


book ſhall ly upon him and the Lord ſball hlot out 


his name from under heaven, $7 Deu, xxix. 18, 


19, 20. ä . 5 * ol. - y 


I"; 


Then, It intimateth that he was: now come 


to a point, to a reſolution what to de with | 
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this lig tree. Then ſaid he to the Dreſſer of the 


_-. . Vineyard, that is, to Jeſus Chriſt, Behold, as 
much as to ſay, come hither, here is a fig · tree 


in my vineyard, here. is a profeſſor in my 
church, that is harren, that beareth no fruit. 
Obſerve, However the barren proſeſſor 
think of himſelf on earth, the Lord eries out 
in heaven againſt him, i „. 5. And now gb 
_ 2h: I will tell you what I will do to my vine- 
yard; Lwill take away the hedge thereof, and 
it ſhall be eaten up: and I will break down the 
Hall thereof, and it ſhall be trodden les) 
"Mo Behold theſe three years I come ſeeking fruit, Go 
Obſerve, theſe three years. God: cries out 
_- bar his patience is abuſed, that his forbear- 
anee is abuſed: © Behold, theſe three years 
I waited, forborn theſe three years, T have 
deferred mine anger; Therefore I will ſtretch 


| I out my hand 3gairt thee, and cam; thee; 


* FE am weary with repenting,“ Jer. xv. 6, 
Theſe three years,- Oblerve, God layeth up 


3 4 an the time; 1 ſay 2: remembrance of all the 


time; that a barren fig · tree, or a fruitleſs pro- 
feſſor miſpendeth in this world: as he faith 
alſo of Ifrael of old, Forty years long was I 
6 © grieved with this generation,” Pſalm XCV. 10. 
© Phefe three years,” Oc. 
. 'Fheſe three ſeaſons, Obſerve, Gade 


ders how many * thou haſt miſpent; for 


thele three years ſignifieth fo many ſeaſons. 


Aga when _ time * the fruit drew nigh, 
| 5 5 bt 


- 
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be I that is, about the ſeaſon they begin to be-ripey 


or that according to the ſeaſon might ſo bare 


ſons; ſermons, miniſters, afflictions, judgments, 


48 
2e been: Barren fig: tree, thou haſt had time, ſea - 
L 


mercies, and what not? And yet haſt not been 


threatnings, comforts, and yet haſt not been 


tions, provocations, and yet haſt not been fruit- 
ful. Well, God hath laid up thy three years 
with himſelf; he remembers every time, every 
ſeaſon, every ſermon; every miniſter, affliction, 
judgment, mercy, awakening; pattern, example, 
itation, provocation, he remembers all: Ag 
r- De faid of Iſrael of old, They have tempted + 
rs WW me theſe ten times, and have not hearkened 
ie to my voice, Num, xiv: 22. And again, I 
ch remember all their wickedneſs,” Hol. Yi * 


x | Theſe thres years, Sr. 9 1 

p He ſeeks for fruit of every ſeaſon: he will 
not that any of his ſermons, miniſters, aMi&ti 
judgments or mercies ſhould be loſt, or man 
for inſignifieant things; he will have according 
o the benefit beltowed, 2. Chr. xxKii.. 24. 25% 
Ezek. xiv. 23. He bath not done without a 
auſe all that he hath done, and therefore he 
| REIN. . fruit. Look to it, Re e 


| I came (ſeeking) PIERS . wy 1 | 
Obſerve THis word dd ame i 


natros- 


fruitful; thou haſt had awakenings, reproofs, 


fruitful; thou haſt had parents, examples, cita - 
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narrow ſearch; for when a man ſeeks for fruit 
on a tree, he goes round it and round it, now 
looking into this bongh, and then into that: 
he peeps into the inmoſt boughs, and the lower- 
moſt boughs, if perhaps fruit may be thereon, 


Barren fig-tree, God will look into all thy 


boughs, he will be with thee in thy bed fruits, 
thy midnight fruits, thy cloſer fruits, thy fa- 
mily fruits, thy converſation fruits, to fee if 


there be any among all theſe that are fit for, or 
worthy of the name of the God of heaven. 
He [tes what the children of Iſrael do in the 
* ark, Ezek. viii. 12. All things are open unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have to =Y 
"Heb. iv. 12, 13. | | 


— 


=> . . FRA on (his) foes. 1 


1 told you before that he keeps in remem- 
brance the times and ſeaſons that the barren 
profeſſor had wickedly miſpent. Now, foraſ- 


much as he pointeth out- the fig· tree, t this fig - 


tree; it ſheweth that the barren profeſſor above 
All profeſſors, i is a contigual-odium-in the eyes 
olf God: this fig-treez this man Coniah, Jer. 
Xxil. 28, This people draw nigh to me with 
their mouth, but have removed their heartz 
far from me. God knows who they are a- 


mong all the thouſands of Iſrael, that are the 


barren and fruitleſs profeſſors; his lot will fall 
upon the head of Achan, tho? be be hid among 
ix hundred 9 men. And he e 

115 
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it I his houſhold, mary by man; and 1 the 

vw i ſom of Carmißʒ the ſon of Zabdi, the lon of 

t: Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken, 

r- WE Joſh, vii. 17, 18. This is the Achan, this is 

h. the lig tree, this is the barren profe ſſor. 

hy There is a man hath an hundred trees in 

ts; bis vineyard, and at the time of the ſeaſon he 

ta- walketh into his vineyard to ſee how the tree 

if flourith; and as he goes, and views, and pries, 

or N and obſerves how they are hanged with fruit; 

n. behold, he comes to one where he findet 

he nougbt but leaves: Now he makes a ſtand, 

to ¶ looks upon it again; he looks alſo here and there, 

lo, ¶ above and below; and if, afier all this ſecking, 
be finds nothing but leaves thereon, then e 
begins to caſt in his mind, how he may know. 
this tree next year, what ſtands next it, rx;m-— 

m- how far it is off the hedge; but if there be 

en nothing that may be as a mark to know it by, 

al. ¶ then, he takes his hook, and giveth it a pri- 

ig - vate mark, (And the Lord ſet a mark upon 

ve Cain, Gen. iv.) ſaying, go thy ways, fruitleſs 

yes fig- tree, thou haſt ſpent this ſeaſon in vain. 

er. Yet. doth he not cut it down, I will try it 

ith another year; may be this was not a hitting 

rt ſeaſon; therefore he comes again next year 

a: ¶ to ſee if now it have fruit: but as he found MK 

the it before, ſo he finds it now, Barren, barren, 43 

all every. year barren; he looks again, but finds 

ng no fruit. Now be begins to have ſecond: 

1 . We neither: wu Taft. W nor 

ba: | TO 
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this; ſurely. the barrenneſs is not in the ſea · 
ſeon, ſurely the fault is in the tree: however 
I Will ſpare it this year alſo, but will give it 
a ſecond mark: and it may be, he toucheth it 
with a hot iron, becauſe he begins to be angry. 
Well, at the third ſeaſon he comes again 
for fruit, but the third year is like the firſt, and 
ſeeond, no fruit yet; it only cumbereth the 
round: what. now muſt: be done with this 
fig - tree? Why, The Lord will lop his boughs with 
terror; yea, the thickets of theſe profeſſors 
| with iron. Ihave waited (faith God) theſe three 
. years; I have miſled of fruit theſe Mee years, 


11 ge gr — — —— 


it hath been a cumber-ground theſe three years; : 
dent it down, Precept had been upon precept, ſt: 
| and line upon line, one year after another; In 
for theſe three years, but no fruit can be ſeen; In 
I find none, fetch out the ax; I'm ſure this We 
nz the fig- tree, I knew it from the firſt year, It 
barrenneſs was its ſign then, barrennels is its 

&  fign now, make it fit for the fire. Behold, In 
the ax is laid to the root of the trees; every p 
tree therefore that bringeth not forth good iſ, 
© fruit, is hewn down, and caſt into the fire, Era 
= © Obſerve, my brethren, God's heart cannot Ip. 
ſtand towards a: barren fip-tree, You xn o 8· 
cus it is with yourſelves; if you have a tree We, 
in your orchard, or vineyard, that doth. only Ife 
eumber the ground, you cannot look upon th 

that tree with pleaſure, wk Oo 70 | 


ef. - "if 
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e Barren FIG-TREE, _ ” ws 


delight: no, if you do but go by it, if you do 


but caſt your eyes upon it; yea, if you do but 
think of that tree, you threaten it in your 
heart, ſaying, I will hew thee down ſhortly, 1 
will +- the fire with thee ſhortly. And it is in 
vain any to think of perſuading of you to 
ſhew g ur to the barren fig · tree; and if they 
ſhoula , ſuade, your anſwer is irreſiſtable, It 
yields me no profit, it takes up room, and 
_y no 5 better may grow in its room. | 
15 cut it down, © 
Thus when the godly among the Jews, Jer. 
xiv. 17. made prayers, that rebellious Iſrael | 


15 might not be caſt out of the vineyard, what 


faith the anſwer of God? Jer. xv. 1. Though 
Moſes and Samuel ſtood before me, yet could 


not my mind be towards this people; where- 4 
fore caſt them out of =y 527 and let 9 


them go forth. e | 
hat a reſolution is here? Moſes All Sa- 5 


wüst could do almoſt any thing with God in 


prayer. How many times did Moſes by prayer 
turn away God's judgments from even Pha- 
raoh himſelf? Yea, how many times did he by 
prayer preſerve Iſrael, when in the wilderneſs 


Plal, evi. 23. from the anger and\wrath of God; - : 


Samuel is reckoned excellent this way, yea, 
ſo excellent, that when Iſrael had done that 


fearful thing, as to reject the Lord, and chuſe 5 


thein another king, 1 Sam. Xii. be yes 


{4 4 : 


46 Bs Dabrow FIGTREE. 
and the Lord ſpared and forgave them. But yet 
neither Moſes, nor Samuel, can fave. a barren 
fig-tree: no, Though Moſes and Samuel ſtood 
before me, that is, pleading, arguing, inter- 
ceeding, ſupplicating, and beſeeching, yet 
Soul ny not incline ay heart to ahis K 


— 


. Cut 1. e. 3 £3 7 
Ah! but Lord, it is a lig · tree; a fig-tree! 
if it was thorn, or bramble, or a thiſtle,” the 
matter would not be much; but it is a fg- 
tree, or a vine; well, but mark the anſwer of 
Sod, Ezek. xv. 2, 3. Son of man, what is 
ph the vine tree more than any tree, or than a 
©. branch that is among the trees of the forteſt! 
e ſhall wood be taken thereof to do any work? 
„or will men take a pin thereof to hang any 
veſſel thereon?' If trees that are ſet or plant- 
= ed for fruit, bring not forth that fruit, there is 
YA betwixt them and the trees of the forreft, no 
= betterment at all: unleſs the betterment lyeth 
in the trees of the wood, for they are fit 
to build withal:. but a fig: tree or a vine, if Id 
they bring not forth fruit, yea, good fruit, 
= they are fit for nothing atull, but to be cut 
= - down, and prepared for the fire. And ſo the 
. pop phet goes on, Behold, it is caſt into the 
fire for es if it ſerve not for fruit, it will 
© ſerve for fewel; and ſo the fire devoureth both 
the ends of it, and the middle of jt is burnt.” 
7 8 but theſe * trees * vines are church 
"4 "A members, 
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The . Barren FITA BR 7 - 
members, inhabitants of Jeruſalem. So was 
the fig tree mentioned in the text: but what 
anſwer hath God Brepared for theſe objecti- 
ons! Why, ver. 6. 7. Thus ſaith the Lord 
et God, as the vine tree among the trees of the 
e.. forreſt, which I have given to the fire for 
I fewel: fo will I give the inhabitants of Jeru- 8 
* falem. And I will ſet my face againſt them, 
* they ſhall go from one fire, and my fire 
* ſhall devour them.“ 1 


81 Cut it ay e | 
The woman that detightens 5 in has garden, | 
if ſhe have a flip: there, ſuppoſe (if it was 
fruitful) ſhe. would not take five pounds for 
lit; yet if it bear no fruit, if it wither and 
dwindle, and die, and turn cumber-ground: 
only, it may not ſtand-in her garden. Gar- 
dens and vineyards are places for": fruit; for 
fruit according to the nature of the plant or 
flowers. Suppoſe; ſuch a ſlip as I told you of 1 
before, ſhould be in your garden, and there 
die, would you let it abide in your garden 
No, away with lit, away with it. The woman 
cometh into the garden towards: the ſpring, 
where firſt ſhe gives it a light. caſt with her 
eye, then ſhe ſets to gathering out the weeds, 
and nettles, and ſtones; takes a beſom and 
ſweeps the walks; this done, ſhe: falls to prying 
into her herbs and ſlips, to ſee if they live, to ſee 
if 8 975 are W to grow: e if, ſhe game 1 
> 0 


1 ee Barron FI OT E E E. 
to one that is dead, that ſhe is confident will 
not grow, up ſhe pulls it, and makes to the 
- heap of rubbiſh with it, where The def] piſingly 
_ caſts it down, and valueth it no more than a 
nettle, or a weed, or than the duſt ſhe hath 
ſwept out of her walks. Yea if any that ſee 
her, ſhould ſay, why do you ſo? the anſwer is 
ready, it is dead, it is dead at the root; if I had 
let it ſt. ad, it would but have cumbered the 
ground. The ſtrange ſlips (and alſo the dead 
ones) They muſt be a heap in the day of grief, 
F "and of TEENY EOS," 16, xvii. be. 

Gut it Pe PE 
ene be « two manners of cutting hem r 
Firſt, When. a man is caſt out of the vine- 
ques. 
"Secoudly/Whenamanis caſtout of the world. 
Firſt, When a man is caſt out of the vine. 
Foard. And that is done two wayÿ es 
"A bh By an immediate hand of God. 
By the church's due execution of the 
2 nc and cenſured which Chriſt for that pur- 
wt rol hath leſt with his church. 2 
Firſt, God cuts down- the barren Ae 
by: an immediate hard, ſmiting his roots, 
blaſted his branches, and ſo takes him away 
from among bis people: Every branch, (faith 
* hriſt, ) that beareth not fruit in me, be (my 
1 Father) taketh away,“ John xv. 2. He taketh 


bim out of the - church, I 8 8 8 
from 


Ky 
. 
+. 


9 
Fas» 


q & : 


ill 


which God taketh the darren ne —— 
among the children of God. 


Secondly, Open ;profanenefs. __ - 

Firſt; By ſtrong deluſions, Juch as beguile 
the Sul with damnable doctrines, that ſwerve 
from faith and holineſs, Iſa. Ixvi. 3, 4. They- 


their ſoul deli s in their abominations: 
I alſo will chuſe their deluſions, and will bring 
their fears upon them. I will ſmite them with 


Firſt; Strong deluſions. N 5 . 


have choſen their own ways, (faith God) and 


blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, afid ſealing = 
of eyes, apd will alſo ſuffer the tempter- to 
tempt and effect his helliſh deſigns upon them. 
2 Theſſ. it. 10, 11, 12. God will Jend them 
grong deluſions that they may believe a lie, 
hat they all may be damned who: believe nal. 
the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteauſneſs, Þ| 

Secondly, . Sometimes God takes away. a 
barren * profeſſor by open profaneneſs. There 
is one hath taken up a profeſſion of that er "24S 


rte Barren FI TR —_ "06... 
from the godly. There are two things by 


thy name, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but this 


profeſſion is but a cloak, he ſecretly For 8 


vickedneſs; he is a glutton, or a 

or covetous, or unclean; well, faith Gag 1 
ill looſe the reins of this profeſſor, I will - 
give him up to his vile affection, I will loose 


he reins of his luſts before him, he ſhall be en- ' 
angled with his beaſtly luſts, he ſhall be-over-  . | 


ome OI WY Company: © e Ag oo 
0 | 


bh. his idols in his heart, and pats the ſtumbling- 
block of his iniquity before his face, and yet 


face againſt that man, and will make him <4 


down the baten fig-tree by the church, by 


cCeipnſures, which Chriſt for that purpoſe, hath 
left with his church: this is the meaning of 
tat in Matth. xviii. 1 Cor. v. and that in 1 
Tim. i. 20. Upon which now I ſhall not en- 


e e . FTT EE. | 
wan 1. to their own crooked ways, Pſalm 
exxv. 5. Tie Lord hall lead char: forth 
Wich the workers of iniquity.” This is God's 
hand immediately; God is now dealing with 
this man himſelf. Barren fig-tree, hearken, 
thou art erouded into a profeſſion, art got a- 
mong the godly, and there art a ſcandal to 
the holy and glorious goſpel; but withal ſo 
cunning, that Jike the ſons of Zeruiah, thou 
art too hard for the church; ſhe knows not 
how to deal with thee. Well, faith God, I will 
deal with that man myſelf, Ezek. xiv. 7, 8. J 


10110 anſwer. that man myſelf: He that ſets up 


comes and appears before me: I will ſet m 


ſign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from 
tze midſt of my people; and be ſhall know 


that I am the Lord. 
But, Secondly, God goth e cut 


the church's due execution of the laws and 


large. But which. way ſoever God dealeth 
* with thee, O thou barren fig-tree, whether by 
bimſelf immediately, or by his church it a. a) 
nounts to 3 the ſame. For if timely. re- pi 


laſt caſt into the fire, Burning muſt be their 


end. That. which beareth briers and thorns, 
© is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is 40 1225 


c burned,” Heb. vi. 8. 


And again ſometimes 65. cut it dow n, God 
means, caſt it out of the world: thus he cut 


down Nabab and Abihu, when he burned them 
vp with fire from heaven, Num. xvi. 31, 32, 
33. Thus he cut down Corah, Dathan, and 


Abiram, when he made the earth to ſwallow” 1 | 


them up. Thus he cut down Saul, 1 Sam. 


xxxi. 4. when he gave him up to fall upon the 
edge of his own (Word, and died. Thus he cut 
down Ananias with Sapphira his wife, when 


he ſtruck. them down dead in the midſt of the 
congregation, Acts v. 10. I might here alſo - 
diſcourſe of Abſalom, Ahitophel, and Judas, 
who were all three hanged: the firſt by God's 


revengefal hand, the other were given up of | 


God to be their own executioners, Theſe 
were barren and. unprofitable fig: trees, ſuch 


as God took no pleaſure in, therefore he com- 3 
wanded to cut them down. The Pſalmiſt 8 | 


Plalm lvii. 9. He Shai! take them away as pt. 
a. whirlwind, both living and i in his wrath,” 
Barren bg-tree, hearken ; God calls for the. . 
ax, his ſword, bring it hither, here is a barren 
profeſſor, cui ones ol, why. gel be the | 
Oy | C2 
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pentance prevent not, the end of that ſoul is 


damnation. They are blaſted and withered. | 
and gathered by men God's enemies; and at 
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8 Why by cumbereth it the Fel. 
2 theſe words the Lord telt 0 96 


. of his diſpleaſüre againſt the barren fig: tree; 


it cumbeteth the ground. The holy Ghoſt 
doth not only take an argument from its bar- 


=  retnt6, but becauſe it is a cumber ground, 


| therefore cut it down; wherefore it muſt needs 
be a provocation. 

1. Becauſe as much as in kim nerd, be dif 
appointeth the deſign. of God in planting his 
1 I looked that it rer Mug 2 75 

„ | 
r hath ali abuſed Bis patienice; his long- 
3 ſuffering, his three years patience. 1 
1 It OE alſo abuſed his labour, his pains,” 
huis care, and providence of protection and” 
* preſervation; for he hedges his vineyard, and 
Walls it about. Cumber- ground. all theſe 
things thou abuſeſt. He waters bis vineyard, 


* aud looks to it night and day, but all theſe 
_ things thou haſt aboſed. : 


&  — Further; there are other reaſons Ca God's . 
. diſpleaſure: v 5 
. 1 e ys is = very mock and 


S reproach to religion, a work to 


” the ways of God, to 1 05 peop dle 5 dg, to the 
word of God, and to 37 9 778 of Nie. It. 
is expected of alt hands, that all the trees in 

the garden of God mould be fruitful; God 


1 expects fait, the chürch expedts fruit, the 


N 


——— 


= IN even the world conclude that profeſſors 


= © | The Barren, E TC. & E B. 8 
2 ſhould: be fruitful in good works; I ſay, the ) 
| very world expecteth that profeſſors ſhouſd be 
better than themſelves: but barren fig- tue, Thou 1 
diſapppinteſt all: nay, haſt thou not learned te 
wicked ones thy ways? Haſt thou not learned 
them to be more wicked by thy example? (but 
that's by the by) Barren fig-tree, thou haft-diſ- 
appointed others and muſt be diſappointed thy. * 
ſelf. Cut ii downs why cumbereth it the ground?” © 
2. The barren fig- tree takes up the room 
where a better tree might ſtand; I ſay, it rakes 
up the room, it keeps ſo long as it ſtands Where 
it doth, a fruitful tree out of that place, and 
therefore it muſt be cut down. Barren lig tree, — 
doſt thou hear ? Becauſe the Jews ſtood frait- 
leſs in the vineyard; therefore, ſaith God, wb. 
xxi. 33, 41. The kingdom of heauen, ſhall. be 
taten from you, and ſball be given to a nation 
that ſball render him their fruits in their e 
The Jews for their barrennefs were cut downy 
and more fruitful people put in their room, As 
Samui ae ſaid to barren Saul, oy a xv. 3 
and hath fe it to ſs: n that 5 45 hob. 
ten than thou. The unprofitable ſervant. muſt 
be caſt gut, muſt be cut don, Mar. xxv. 27. 
Cumber ground, How many hopeful, inclin- 
able, forward people, haſt thou, by thy fruit- 
leſs and unprofitable life, kept out of the vine- 
Yard of God? For thy ſake Have the people _ 
Rumba a N by: ty lie have they _ 
„ Cz e 4 = 
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deen kept from the love of their own flvation | 
| 2 Thou haſt been alſo a means of hardening 
mers, and of quenching and killing Weak 1 
* innings. Well barren fig. tree, look to thyſelf, 

: don wilt not not go to heaven thyſelf, and 
them that would thou hindereſt) thou muſt not 
always cumber the ground, nor always hinder 
|  theſfalvation of others: Thou ſhalt be cut down, 
15 and another ſhall be planted in thy room.” 
3 The cumber- ground is a ſucker, be 
denne away the heart and mouriſhment from 
the other trees. Were the cumber- ground 
cut down, the other would be mote fruitful; 
be draws away the fatneſs of the ground to 
| himſelf; that would make the other more hear- 
ty and fruitfül, ne 8 nner «665 Ae much 
Feel, Eecleſ ix. 18. r 

The eun;ber-gromd” is a very. drone in the 
. hive, that eats up the honey that ſhould feed 
the labouring tee ; bei is a thief in the candle, 
that Waſteth the. 1allow, but giveth no light; 
de is the unſavoury ſalt, that is fit for novght 
but wat ws es bl Lock to mo N fig-ree. 


And We 11h; 2 Wired, Lak, letit alone 
"thi; year ale wt I fhatl dig about it aud dung 
ii, and if it bear fruit, well; and if not, then 
au le. theu, Joalt Cu it ene vere 3, 9. 
28 . or of as! dreſſer of Ihe. 
1 wer, 28 1 1 bs t os 
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(for he made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors) 
and they contain a petition, preſented. to an 


jallice might be deferred. Lord, let ir ee 


grace! Tan, that. the Lords Sn Hoſe con- 
e 84 9 
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offended Juſtice, praying that a little more 
time and patience might. be exerciſed towards 1 
the barren cumber- ground ſig tre. 
In this petition there are ſix things conſiderablee. 
Fir/t, That juſtice might be deferred, © that 


&c- a while longer. e 4 
- . Secondly, Here is a time prefixed, as a ſpace W 
10 try if more means will cure a barren 58. 5 
tree, Lord, let it alone this year alſo. 
Thirdly, The means to help it are propoun - 
ded, unti I (hall dig about it, and dung it. 
ä Fourthly, Here is alſo an inſinuation of a ſup- 
polition, that by thus doing, God's expetarign: 
may be anſwered; And if it bear fruit, well, 
. Fifthly, Here is a ſuppoſition that the barren” 
fig · tree may yet abide barren, when Chriſt- 


hath done what he will unto ir; And if it 


bear fruit, ke. 

Sixthly, Here is at laſt a ele that ie. 
than continue barren, hewing days will come 4 
upon thee. And if it bear fruit well: and 7 
not, then after that thou ſhalt cut in down. + 

But. to proceed according to, my former 
men! 2 way 0. expoſition.” . 


9 . let it is: this year a6 > 8 5 
Here is aſtoniſhing grace indeed, aſtoniſhing 
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cern himſelf with a barren fig · tree; . he 
mould ſtep in to ſtop the blow from a barren 
6275 ſg-tree.” True, he ſtopt the blow but for a 
time; but why did he ſtop it at all? Why did he 
not fetch out the ax? Why did he not do ex- 
ecution? Why did not he cut it down? Barren 
 fig-tree, tis wel for thee that there is a Jeſus 
at God's right hand, a Jeſus of that largeneſs 
of bowels, as to have compaſſion for a barren 
ig. trce, elle juſtice had never let thee alone to 
cumber the ground as thou haſt done. When 
Iſrael alfo had ſinned againſt God, down they 
had gone; but that Moſes ſtood in the breach, 
Fel. xxxii. 10. Let me alone Caith God to 
dim) that I may cenſume. them in a moment, 
an I will make of thee a great nation. Barren 
£ 8 tree, doſt thou hear? thou knew not how 
t the hand of divine juſtice hath been up to 
Ufike, and how many years ſince thou hadſt 
been cut down, bad not jeſus caught hold of 
= his Father's ax. Let me alone, let me fetch my 
2 blow, or cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
1 ground? Wilt thou provoke ſtill? Thou haſt 
EF  wearicd men, and provoked the juflice of God; 
JO vile thou weary * e alſo} Iſa. is 13. 


eri. tet it alone OY year alſo," . 
"Lo, a little longer, let's not loſe a | foul 
1 Want of means; I Will try, E will fee if ! 
ran make it fruitful, I will not beg ea long Hife, 
ee Nitl mM ods a 


- 


X. 


n 
IS 
ls 
n 
0 
1 
y 
), 
O 
„5 
ol 
* 
9 
? 
"i 
Y 
e 
10 


voke thee. I beg for the ſake of 'the ſoul,' u 
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it is too much ground. Bound; THe! Jo 
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immortal ſoul, Lord, ſpare it obe year orlly, | 6. 
one yeor' longer, bis year alſo; if I do any. 
good to it it will be in little time. Fhow ar 
not be eme lA ae, "this N 4 
ny then. FFF 
Barren tig wee, coll tho: hear-whar d= 1 
ing rar is between the vine dreſſer and the 
hulbandmam for thy life? Cut it down, fays 
one; Lord fpare it; faith another: *tis à um- 
der ground, ſaith the Father; one year longer 
prays the Son! Il et it alone this year alſo: 2. 
Until I fall dig about is aud dung ii. 
The Lord Jeſus by theſe words e e, 
a as cnuſes of the want of fruit in a barten 
fig tree, and twothings he ſappoſeth as aremedy. 
The things that are the cauſe” of want of 
Fair Ar. 707 W 
1. Tis exrth-bound; Lord; the fires, E f 


. A wantef warner wenns, of farter means - 2 i 
- Wherefore// accordin gly- he propoundetly,... 7 
Fiir Ta Jooſen the — wo dig ee ry 
Secondly, Anditken to ſupply it with dung; 
o/ dig: about it; arc dutrg it, Lord, let it alens 
rbis vear alſb, until L ſhal | dig about it. I Joabi 


this world, and the deveitfulizels of riches; Lake 
xiv, y too cloſe tothe roots ef the eur of 
MS piofeſſor. The dove vf:xietio rhe] ove — = 
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= — -rh&t choak the word; 1 John ji. 15, 16. Nr 
all that is in the world, the luſt of the fleſh, 
; the luſt of the eyes,” ard the pride of fe = 
not of the Father, but enmity to God. 

- then (where theſe thinge bind vp the 9 
aa there be fruit brought forth oy God: bar- 
een bg tree, ſe bow the Lord Jefus by theſe 
very words, ſoggeſteth the cauſe of thy fruit- 
leſneſs olf foul. The things of this world ly 
100 cloſe to thy heart; the earth with its things 
- hath» bound up thy roots; thou art an earth- 
1 bound foul, thou art wrapt up in thick elay. 
"ary man lave the world, the love of the Fu- 
tiber is not in him: How ten can he be Fui:- 
ſul in the vincy xd? This kept Judas from the 
2M fruit of caring for the poor, John xit. 6. This 
kept Demas fromthe fruit of ſelf denial, 2 Tim. 
iv. io. And this kept Ananias and Sapphira 
Dis wife from the goodly fruit of ſincerity and 
2 Acts v. 5, 10, What mall I fay, Theſe 
are foolith and hurtful luſts, which drown men 
ii deſſiuction and perdinon; for the love of 
= _ =monry'is the root of all evil, 1 Tim. vi. 9, o. 
[ * No chen can goed fruit grow from fuch a root, 
3 the toot-of all evil? Whieb while ſome covet 
after, they have erred. from the faith, and piere- 
ed themſelves through with many borrews. bt 
zs an cvihroot, nay, it is the root of alFevilr how 
den can be profeſſor that hath foch a bot, or 
| 2r00t wrapped vp in ſuch earrhly thinge, aFthe 
=. Kiſh and Tea HE. and Vanities af” An ld, 
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1 Until L /hall (dig) avout it. 
Lord, I will looſe his roots, I will dig up 5 
is earth, I will lay by his roots, bare; my 
and hall be upon him by ſickneſs, by diſap- 
pointments, by grofs provide ies: 1 will Bs,” 
bout him until he ſtand ſhaking, and totter- 
ng, until he be ready to fall; then if ever he 
ii] ſeek to take faſter hold. Thus, I fay deals 
Doe Lord Jeſus oft times with the barren pro- 
Peſſor: he diggeth about him, he finiterh one 
blow at his heart, another blow at his luſts, a 
third at his pleaſures, a fourth at his comforts, 
another at his ſelf conceitedneſs; thus he dig? 
geth about him: this is the way to take bac 
earth from his roots, and io Jooſen his roets 
ſrom the earth. Barren fig tree ſee here t 5 | 
care, the love, the labour, and way, whish, | 2 
Lord Jeſus the dreſſer of the vineyard*is im 
to take with thee,. MM happily thou wayelt We . 
made fruitful. 3 
Until 1 Hall dig about it and ung) it. | 
. As. the earth by binding the roots too cloſet! N F | A 
may binder the tree's being fruitful; Mo they FF 
want of better means may be alſo a cauſe - 
mereef. Abd this is more than intimated bx 
the dreſſer of the vineyard... Until I. ſhall 2] 3 
about it, and dung it. 1 will. Jupply-i it with. 3 
more fruitful miniſtry, with. a Warwer Werg. 


| wilt give, them paſtors after mine own beart, 
1 will dong them... You know dung is Fun 
5 ee ce . N Bean. ch 9 2 


| Tie Barren FIG-TREE. 
ing matter, tha is commonly the place i in 
I which trees are planted, \ 
I will dig about it, and Jung i it, 1 will bring 
; it under an heart awakening miniſtry; the 
means of grace ſhall be fat and good. I will al. 
. Joviſit it with heart-awakening, heartwarming, 
heart encouraging conſiderations; I will apply 
warm dung to its roots; I will firive with” bim 
by my Spirit, and give him ſome taſtes of the 
N gift, and\the power of the world to 
_ come, I am loth to loſe him for want of dig- 
ging; Lord, let it alone this year alſo, until | 
5 hal dig about it, and dung it. 
oo And if it bear fruit, well. 
And if the fruit of all my labour makes this | 
Fee frultful, I (hall count my time; my 
ur and means well beſtowed upon it, and 
- they alſo, O my God, ſhalr be therewith much 
ed For thou art gracious and merci- 
ful, and repenteſt thee of the evil which thou 
| threatneſ to bring upon a people. 
"Theſe words therefore inform vs, that if 2 
„ ee fig · tree, a barren profeſſor, ſhall now at 
"Kft bring forth to God, it ſhall go well with 
that proſeſſor, it ſhall go well with that poor 
ul, His former barrenneſs; his former tempt | 
+ ing of. God,” his abufe of Gocbs patience and 
tong ſufferivg: his miſpending year after yer, 
mall now ry be forgiven him. Tea, God the 
| Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” will nov 
, and — all, An Bays well — 
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haſt, © When I fay: to the wicked, -© wicked 
man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if he then do that 


Which is lawful and right, if he walks in the == 


ſtatutes of life, without committing iniquitys 
he ſhall ſurely live; he ſhall not die, Ezek. xviit 
21. Barren fig: tree: doſt thou hear & The ax is 
laid to thy roots, the Bord Jeſus prays God to 
ſpare thee; hath: he been digging about thee?” 
hath he been dunging of - thee, O barren tif 
tree? Now thon art come to the point: if thou - 
ſhalt' now: become good, if thou ſhalt, after 4 
gracious: manner, fuck in the goſpel: dung at 
if thou ſhalt bring forth fruĩt unro God, well; 
but if not, the 2 is the laſts Fruit, or the fires 
fruit, or the res barren. weg Tip bear fu 
welt. 4s . e 
ä And if not, beer, fter that e cnt | 
Aud SF not, Se The — by this ele 
us to underſtand, that there is a generation 
profeſſors in the world, that are ineurable, 
that will not, that cannot repent, nor be pro- 
fired by the means of grace: à generation, 


hy, that will retain a profeſſion, but win not 
bring forth fruit: a generation hat will wear 
out the patience-of God, time and tide, threate -Y 
nings and intereeffions, judgments\ and mer- 
eies: And after all will be unftruitfu. 
O the defperate i wickedneſs: that be in iy I 
heart 1 O- barren profeffor, doſt 2 TE 
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8 there: kan (%) ſtands yet in the way; 1 n 

we Lord geſus ſtands yet in doubt about theey 
j Whether at laſt thou wilt be good; whether. be 
may not labour in vain; whether his digging 
and dunging will, come to more than loſt la- 
bour, I gave ber. ſpace to repent, and fhe re- 

= ed not, Rev. ii. 21. 1 digged about it, I 

= - dnnged it; 1 gained time, and ſupphed it with 
means; but l laboured herein in vain, and ſpent 

my ſtrength for nought, and in vain. Doſt thou 
= hens? barren fig-tree? There is yet a queſtion, 
E Whether it will be well with thy ſoul at laſt? 

Phere is nothing more exaſperating to the 

3 mind of a man, than to find all his kindneſs and 

F favour llighted: neither is the Lord Jcſas ſo 

V provoked with any thing, as when ſinners 

abuſe his means of grace: if it be barren and 
fruitleſs under my goſpel; if it turn my grace 
into wantonneſs; if after digging and ns 

ing, and waiting, it yet remains vnfruitful, I 

will tet thee cut it down, - - 

| -= Goſpel means applied 3s the uſt remedy 

* - Woe? a barren profeſſor; if the goſpel, if the 

grace of the golpet will not do, there can be 

nothing expected, buy cut it down. Ther 
1 e that thou ſhall cut it dun. 

o Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that - lle: 
5 Ae prop 3 and ſtoneſi them that are fent un- ; 
3 cer us fen would 1 have  gathexed thy Ml ;. 
| children gether, as a hen gathereth her. chick d 

A rand ver! Ewe one a would. _ there lt 
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fore Feur houſe 14 left unto you defolate, Mat. N 


xxlli. 37, 38. Yet it canpot be, but that this 
Lord Jeſus, who at Hrſt did put a ſtop tothe - 
execution of his Father's juſtice, becauſe be 
deſired to try more means with the fig tree: 1 
fy, it ennnot be, but! Liga an heart fo fall-of 
compaſſi on, as H touched, to be · 
bold his profellie- muſt ow” be cut down, 
Luke xix. 41, 42. Aud when be wasi come 
near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, ſays 
ing, If theu hadi known, even thou, at leaft, 
in this | thy day, the things that beleng iu 
Rar but now: they are hid from thine Cond x 
- After that thou ſhalt cut it down. * „ 
When Chriſt giveth thee over, there i is o 
Interceſſor, no Mediator, no more ſacrifice for 
ſin; all is gone but judgment, but the ax, but 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment, 
and fiery indignation, Whieh (hall devour. the 
ge a Hab. x. 26, 27, 28. FO EA 
Barren fig-tree, take heed that eee 4 
7 not theſe? words, for theſe words ave a 8 
give up, a caſt up, a caſt up of a caſt a ay; 1 
e WM After that ahou' ſhalt cut it down.” T hey are 
as much as if Chriſt had ſaid, Father, I begg'd 
„for more time for this barren profeſſor; 1 


F We try Ss wu 
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4 begg'd until 1 ſhould dig about it, and dung 

+ | it; but now Father, the time is out, the year 

y Wis ended, the ſummer is ended, and no good 
+ © done; 1 have alſo tried with my means, Awith 
5 the _ 1 have id about * 1. bare % 
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= alſo the fat and hearty dung of the goſpel fo 
3 it: but all comes to nothing. Father, I def. 
Ver up this proſeſſor to thee again, I bave done 
hs = 1 have done praying, and endeavouring; l 
will hold the head of thine ax nolonger: take 
him into the bands of juſtice, do juſtice to the 
V 5  Jaw;1. will nevegibeg for hing more. After that 
FE  ahou ſhalt. cut oun, Wo untothem when 
W-- depart: from them. Hof. ix. 22. \Now- is this 
profeſſor left naked: indeed; naked to God, 
Fo naked to, ſatan, to ſin, to tbe law, to death, to 
Bell, naked to judgment, and to the grips of 
Gs a. guilty conſcience, and te the torment of the 
Vorm that never dies, and to that fire that 
| hall never be querichedy Heb. xli. 23. 80 
that ye refuſe not him that. peuleib; for if f 
FF  rThey eſenped not, who-refuſed bim that pale te 
en eurtl, muc hanore ſhall not zue eſcape, i 
due turn away from bim that- fpeaketh Hm 
aue 8 pats.thro' . 
1 I corps tay & pnhd 


zes 008, 1 eee to wait on this Gar 1 
5 2 profffor any longer; then Jeſus Chriſt i in- Nibe 
Fu xerceeds for a little mer patience, ànd a lite 
more ſtriving with; this profeſſor, if 3 he 
way make him a” fruitful” Frofeſſar a 7 
alone this year alfo, until L fall ig | 
* e dung it ; and if ir begr. fruity meli Sec. 
Second, There are ſome profeſſorg whoſe 
1 e ee Ms Ne ern downs 5 
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fo Nudgment: when Chriſt by his meant han 
H. cen uſed for. their ſalyation.  - $2 ex 18 hats. 
ne The firſt of theſe —— L ſhall pak, 
Ind not meddle: at all therewith, ; but ſhall 
ke riefly ſpeak roithe; ſecond, to. wit, RE by nt... * 
be That there are ſome proſeſſors whoſe dax 
a If grace will end with, cut it down, with 
1 Mudoment, when. Chriſt by his means hath 
is een uſed for their ſalvation. wa 21 

„ Tbis the apoſtle ſhewetlf in that 3d chap, 
10 If his epiſile to the Hebrews, where he tells vs 
of What: the 5 of the Jews aſter a forty yeats 
ke Patience, and endeavour to do them good hx 
a We means appointed for that purpoſe, their 
ud was ta be cut down, or. excluded the land 
f promiſe fbr their final incredulity; fo. we - 
e Ne they could not enter in, becauſe of obe: 1 
iel. Wherefore: faith he, {was grieved wild 5 = 
Vas generation, and: ſaid, the 22 Pg always err © 

+ 


in their htart, and they have net, known-my- 
ways: S J feare in my wrath, that they ſhall - 
pot enten into my reſd. As who ſbould ſay, 
would they ſhould have entered in, and for 
. that purpaſe I brought them opt of Egypt, led 
hem through the-lea, and tavght them in tbs 
Nilderneſs; but they did not anſwer my Wok 
Nor Je Hgns- 4 in that matter; wherefore, they | 
| Wall not, I ſware they ſhall not: I. Ware in 
my wrath they {ball not enter into my reſt. - 
ere is cotting down with, judgment. 80 a- 
chap · 4. he — — have. {worn i —_ 
r SEE rat 
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wrath; If they ſhall enter into my reſt altho 
the works were finiſhed from the foundation 
of the world, Heb: iv. 2, 3, 4. This word (/ 
is che ſame with (they ſball not) in the chap. be- 
3 fore. And where he faith, Altho* the work 
were finiſbed from the rden of the world; 
hepiveth us to underſtand, that what prepars 
tions ſoever are made for the fal vation of fin 
ners, and of how long continuance ſoever they 
are, yet the God- -rempting, God-provoking, 
aud fruitleſs profeſſor is like to go without a 
mare therein! Although the works were e 

From the foundæ ion of the world. Jude 5, 6. 
Iwill therefore put you in remembrance, tho 
ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having 
ſaved the pe e out of the land of Egypt, 
after wards deſtroyed them that believed not, 
And the angels that kept not their firſt eſtate, 
but left their on habitation, he hath reſerved 
in everlaſting chains under darkneſs, unto the 
judgment of the great day. Here is an inſtance 
to purpoſe, an inſtance of men and angels; 
men ſaved out of the land of Egypt, and in 
Heir journey towards Canaan, the type of hes 
ven, cut down: angels created, and placed in 
the heavens in great ſtate and principality; yet 
both theſe, becauſe unfruitful to God in their 
places, were cut down; the men deſtrgyed-by 
God, (for ſo ſaith the text) and the angels 
Teſerved in everlaſting chains under . 


to the * judgment 3 the ron Ae 
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ho? Now; in my handling of this point, T (Hall ; 
on Miſcourſe of the cutting down, or the jodg- 
If) Ment here denounced, as it reſpecteth the do- 


g of it by God's hand immediately, and 
at too, with reſpect to his caſting them out 
f. the World; and not as it reſpecteth an act 

the church, Kc. And as to this cutting down 
judgment, it muſt be concluded, that it can-— 
ot be before the day of grace be paſt with the 
g tree, but according to the obſervation, 
ere be ſome profeſſors whoſe day of grace will 
bd with, cut it down, and according to the 
ords of the text, then (after that) thou ſhalt 
t it down: Wes that, that is, after all my 6 
ttempts and endeavours to make it fruitful, af- © 1 
er I have left it, given it over, done with 1 
nd have reſolved to beſtow no more days of 
race, opportunities of grace, and means of grace 5 
pon it; Then, after that, thou ſſialt cut it down. 
Beſides, the giving up of the fig: tree, is is be 5 
bre the execution. Execution is not always 
reſently on the ſentence given, for after that 
convenient time is thought on,” and tbew is 
utting down; and ſo it is here in the text. 

he decree, thar it hall periſh; is gatheret. 
rom its continuing fiuitleſs all the Jaſt year, 
nd at the end of alf endeavours: but cutting 
lown is not yet, for that comes with an after- 
vord; then after that thou ſbalt cut it dow. 
do ben, that I may orderly proceed with the 
roy muſt jay d theſe two propo - 
ans. Py * 


- es 


3 "ie Ferrer FIG 2k. 
T. 1; That the day of — 
E men before. e them out of thi 
World. And, 12211 28 191. 547831 17194 
Prqpoſi. 2 "The death 6 ot cytting; . down. d 
1 5 * men, will. be dreadful. For this, cut 
2 "dowg, when it is under ſtood in the large 
Cenſe, (as here indeed it ought) it ſheweth, ng 
only the wrath of God againſt, a man's. life 
this world, but wrathagainſt him body and ſod 
and is as much as 30 iy, Cut him off from a 
the privileges and benefits that come by grad 
both i in this world, and that which is to come 
But to proceed, The day of grace ends wil 
Fa . men pelore God taketh them out of this 
World. | 
3 1 hall. give 9c inlances of tha. an 
1 20 b to the laſt propoſition . 
tO Fir, I ſtall inſtance in 8 Cain was 
8 alan. (Gen... iv. 3.) a ſacrificer, a wohn 
ſmhipper of God, yea, the firſt worſhipper tha 
we read of e the fall; but his grapes wen 
wild ones, Gen. iv. 5, 8. bis works were evi 
: be did not do what he did, from true golpd 
moti ves: therefore God diſallowed his wor 
At this his countenance falls; wherefore b 
envies his brother, diſputes with him, takes bb 
opportunity and kills him. Now in the day 
bes did this act, were the beavens cloſed uf 
againſt bim, and. that himſelf . 
* fearſully feel, when God made ine 
ee — 3 2 
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th ered her mouth to receive thy brother's blood 


Won: thy hands, Gen. iv. 8, 115to 15. and C 
n %%, my: pteriſhment fs greater than can bears. 
ine iniguit) ie greater than it may be for- 


reren. Behold? mou haſt driven me out — 5 
, ney from the face of the earth; and from th 
fe ¶ ce « ſhall I be hid.' Now thou art curſed; faith 


od. Thou haſt driven me out this day, "ſaith! 
ain, and from thy face ſhall I be hid: I (hall 
erer more n k in thee; ſtnile from 
meWee, nor expect ' mercy at thy hand. Thus 
erefore Caitt's day of grace ended, and the 

avens; Math God's own heart, were ſhut up : 
Wiioſt him: yet, after this, he lived long, 2 
en. iv. 10. Cutting down was not come yet: 2 
ter this he lived to marry a wife, ver. "TP to 

get a curſed brood, to build a ci „(add 


hereforeCain might live after the day ae ce 
5 paſt with him, ſeveral hundred years. 
Secondly, I ſhall inſtance in Iſhmael, Gen. £ 

it. 25, 26. Iſhmael was a profeſſor, was”, 

rought- up in "Abr#tham's. family; and was 
feumciſed/at thirteen years of age, Gen, xvi.” 
But he Was the ſon of the bond- woman, 
e brought not forth good fruit, he was a 
Ald profeſſor *' for all his religion, he would 
off. ar thoſe that were better than himſelf. 
Vell upon a day his brother Iſaac was wean- 


; At wen time : his father made a feaſt, und 
|  rejoiced | 


Up 
pl 
0 
il 


hat not?) all Which could not be quĩe tx done: Sa : 


e F TTR EE. 
e the Lord, for that he had g 
ven him the. promiſed. ee at this Ichmae 
3 = © mocked them, their ſon, and godly. rejoicing, 

Then came the Spirit of God upon Sarah 
and ſhe cried, Ca him out, call out thi 
bond woman and her ; ſon; for the: ſon of thi 
bond. woman ſhall not be heir with my. ſm 

_ with Iſaac, Gen. xxi. 9. 10, 11. Now Paul 
to the Galatians, chap. iv. 29, 30, 31. make 
this'caſting out to be, not only a caſting or 
of 9 family, but a caſting out allo 
from a lot with the ſaints; in heaven. All 
Moſes giveth us a notable. proof thereof, in 
A 3 2 n that when he died, he was gathered to 
9 . his people, Gen. xxv. 17. his people by the 
mother's ſide, for he was reckoned from her," 
= the ſon of Hagar, the ſon. of the bond-woman,Þ" 
E Now ſhe was deſcended / from the Egyptian: 
Gen. xxi. 9. So that he was gathered. wher 

. 1 died, notwithſtanding his profelſion to the 
place that Pharaoh and his hoſt wers gathered 
to, who were drowned in the red - ſea; thee" 
were lis people, and he was of them, . both"? 
by nature and diſpoſition, by perſecuting a 8 
they did. But nau, When did the day 0 
grace end with this man? Obſerve, and I wil 
mew you, Iſhmael Was thirteen years old 
When be was circumciſed; and then was Ab 
ham ninety years old and nine, Gen, Rvil. 24 
= 1 DEAL N Iſaac was born, 10 tha 
lIchmael w: urteen W of: "Om now 


When 


9 * " 
ys 
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: Iſaac was weaned, „(ſuppoſe he end 
dur 8 by that account, the day of grace 
uſt be ended with Iſnmael, by that time he 
as eighteen years old, Gen. xxv. 12. & e. For 
hat day he mocked, that day it was aid; caſſ 
im outs. and of that caſting out the ap 


en profeſſors. Now Iſhmael lived an hundred 
ind nineteen years after this in great tranquillity 
nd honour with men; after this he alſo begat 


Thirdly, I ſhall inſtance in Els, Gen, ANF, 
27, &c. Eſau alſo was a profeſſor, he was born 
nto Iſaac, and circumciſed according to the 
uſtom: but Eſau was a gameſom profeſſor, an 
buntſman, a man of the field; alſo he was. 
edded to his luſts} Which he did alſo venture 
rerfiſo keep, rather thin the: birth-right. Well, 
the pon a day when he came from hunting, and 
redNvas faint, he fold his birth. right to Jacob his 
ſeſe brother: now the birth right in thoſe days, 


othhad the promiſe and bleſſing annexed to iv. 


area, they were ſo entailed in this, that the one 
 offſvuld not go without the other; wherefore the. 
will poſtle's caution is here of weight, Heb. xi 


yr · Nong you a fornicator,, or profane perſon'as H 
24,04 who: for one morſel of meat ſold his. births. 
hat ight : Fon ye nau how that afterwards, when 
0e e aer - the ble ings be was 
gen „ 9 


nakes what I have ſaid. - Beware ye young bar- - 


welve princes, eva after this day: of 4 e Mes | 


old 6, 17. Take heed (ſaith he) lef 1 
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25, 29. be might live above forty, yea, fo 


Fuad fold his birth-right, and fo conſequently 
1 bet” himſelf” out of the grace of God. 


 Hhough'be ſongbt it carefully with tears. Noy 


: riſe; for then goes hence the bleſſing alſo. 
But Eſau ſold his birth right long before hi 


PFrirſt, Cain an angry ede Ihhmael! 
WE - mocking one, Eſau a lu 
tree ſymptoms of a barren profeſſor. For h: 


that can indulge his laſts: cann 


1 e HY 'F1 TY 
Benet: forte found no place of repentance 


the ending of Eſau's day of grace is to be 
Ferkoned © rom his ſelling of his birth-right, 
or there the apoſtle points it, leſt there be a. 
ong you any that like Eſau, ſells his birth 


death. Twenty years after this, Jacob wa 
with Laban, Gen. xxxi. 41. and xxxii. 6. and 
when he returned home, his brother Eſau me 
him. Further, after this hen. Jacob dwek 
zih- ſorr etime with bis father, then Jaco 
and Eſau buried him. I ſuppoſe, Gen. xxx 


T know, above fourſcore years after he 


ree- things I would further, note upon 
theſe three profeſſors. 2 


ſtful, gameſom one: 


that can be angry, and that id mack, an! 
Dry: forth 

Ful to God. 

85 Setondly, The gay: of rate ended with theß 
| profeſſors at that time when they committed 
ſome grievous ſin: s Cain, when be killed hit 
brother; Iſhmael, when he mocked\.at ſaae, 


. And Eſau, wher out of nn 8 
ö 


We e E ICT N E B. | 
ner pe deſpiſed, and fold his birth- right. Beware 


\ 


owſiſÞarren profeſſor, thou mayeſt do that in half a 


be ouarter of an hour, from the evil of which thou 
bit mayeſt not be delivered for ever and ever. 


anden. xv. 16. and Eſau, after this, told his 
brother, I have enough my brother, keep that 


hat thereby he may be capable to treaſure up 


Let this much ſerve for the proof of the 


grace ends with ſome men, before God takes 
hem out of this world. 

Now then to ſhew yon, by ſome ſigns how” 
ou may know that the day of grace is ended, 
r near to ending with the barren profeſſors 
Ind after that thou ſhalt cut it dun. 

1. He that hath ſtood it againſt God and 
ithſtood all thoſe means for fruit, that God 
ſed for the making of him (if it might 1 
een) a fruitful tree in his garden, is in this 
anger; and this indeed is the ſum of the 


2 8 # 
4 oy a 
> 


e l. Thirdly, Yet theſe three after their day. of 
rth race was over, lived better lives as to out- 
„ Nard things that ever they did before. Cain 
| his fier this, was lord of a city, Gen. iv. 17. Iſh - 
waſſnacl was, after this, father of twelve princes, - 


hou haſt to thyſelf, chap. xxxiii. 8, 9. Eaſe 
ind peace, and a proſperous lite in outwards, + 
:xi6re no ſigns of the favour of God, to a barren _ 
ind fruitleſs profeſſor ; but rather of his wrath _ 


ore wrath, againſt the day of wrath, and 1. 
elation of the righgeous judgment of God. 


irſt propoſition, namely, That the day o 13 


13 
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parable, The fig-tree here mentioned, was 
bleſſed with the application of means, had 
time allowed it to receive the nouriſhment: but 
it outſtood, withſtood, overſtood All, all that 
the buſbandman or the vine · dreſſer did. 
5 wn Signs of being paſt grace. * + 

But a little diſtinctly to e en in bun 
or five particulars. 
I. Sign. The day of grace Is like to be pal, 

When a profeſſor hath withſtood, abuſed and 
worn out God's patience; then bel is in danger, 
this is a provocation; then God cries, Cut it 
down. There are ſome men that ſteal into a 
pProfeſſion, no body knows how; even as this 
lig - tree was brought into the vineyard, by 0 
ther hands than God's; and there'thty abide 
© lifeleſs, graceleſs, careleſs, and without any 
e conſcience to God at all. Perhaps they 
Lame in for the loaves, for a trade, for credit, 
for a blind; or it may be, to ſtifle and choak 
the checks and grinding pangs of an awaken- 
F ed and diſquieted conſcience, Now having 
1 obtained their purpoſe, like the ſinners of 
by Sion, they are at caſe and ſicure; ſaying, like 
Agag, 1 Sam. Xv. 32. Surely the bitterncſs 
of death is paſt, I am well, I ſhall be faved; 
and go to heaven: thus in theſe vain conccits 
it ſpends a year, Wo or three; not remem- 
bring that at every ſeaſon of g grace, Ang at e. 
very opportunity of the goſpel, «the: Lord 
comes ng fruit. n 8 Ke” Dart 
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Th / © FIG: TREE. * 


Go-tree this is but a coat ſe beginnin #: God 7 
omes for fruit. What have I bert ſaith God? +" 
What a fig-tree is this, that hath ſtogd this 
year in my vineyard, and brought me forth 

o fruit? I will cry uato him, profeſſor, bar- 

en fig-tree, be fruitful: I look. for fruit, 1 
expect fruit, I muſt bade fruit, therefore be⸗ 2 
bink thyſelf. At theſe the profeſſor pauſes; 
but theſe are words, not blows, therefore off 
goes this conſideration from the heart. When 

od comes the next year, he finds him till as 

e was, a barren and fruitleſs cumber- ground. 
\nd now again he complains, here are two 
ears gone, and, n, fruit appears: Well, Tun 


* . 
£-— 
-L) a 


viii, 9. I will defer. mine anger for my p57 
NY will refrain from- thee, that [ cut thee not of _ 
CY as yet.) [ will wait, I will yet wait to be gra- 
tous, | But this helps not, this hath not the 
aft influence upon the barren fig: tree; tuch, 
aith he, here is nothreatning: God is es 
Vo pe will defer his anger, Iſa, xxx. 18. He Sai 
obe gracious: I am. not et afraid. O ho do 
ngochy men that crep! unawafes into the vine 
ad, turn the grace of out God into laſciviouſ- 
cf! Well, he comes the third year for fruit, 
15S: he did Feſhee, but ſtil! he finds but a barren 
g tree: No fivit,. Now he « cries out. again, 0 N — 
ou dreſſer of my vineyard, come bither, bers 4 
s A fig-tree hath ſtood theft three years in my...” 
e and hath at every ſealon dee — 
Fees . 5 T- 6 ed 
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+” a my ex pectation, for I have looked for fruit 
in vain: Cut it down, my patience is worn 


out, I ſhall wait on this fig-tree no longer. 


2. And now he begins to ſhake the fig tree 
With his threatnings; fetch out the ax. No 
the ax is death, death therefore is called for; 
death, come ſmite me this fig · tree. And with- 


al the- Lord ſhakes this ſinner, and whirls him 


E upon a lick-bed, laying, Take him death, he 


Hath-abuſed my patience and forbearance, not 
remembring that it ſhould have led him to 
repentance, and to the fruits thereof. Death, 


fetch away this fig-tree to the fire, fetch this 
\ barren profeſſor to hell. At this death comes 


with grim looks into the chamber; yea, and 


bell follows with him to the bed ſide, and 
both fare this profeſſor in the face, yea, be- 
in to lay hands upon him, one ſmiting him 
with pains in his body, with head - ack, heart. 
ach, back- ach, ſhortnefs of breath, fainting, 
RB - qualms, trembling of joints, ſtopping at the 
i _ cheſt, and almoſt all the ſymptoms of a man 


paſt all recovery. Now while death is thus 


tormenting the body, hell is doing with the 
mind and conſcience, ſtriking them with itz 
- pains, caſting ſparks of fire in thither, wound- 
ing with forrows and fears of everlaſting 


damnation, the ſpirit of this poor creature: 
and now he begins to bethink himſelf, and 


e me, 


wm” * me. * faith God, you ban 
been 


> * ond en ooo bd Fireman ch 
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How many times have you diſappointed me ? 
How many ſeaſons have you ſpent in vain? 
How many fermons and other mereies 08 . 
of my patience afford you, but to no 3 

at all? Take him death. O good Lord, faith 

the ſinner, ſpare me but this once; raiſe me 
but this once. Indeed J have been a e 
bete and have ſtood to no purpole at 
all in thy vineyard : But ſpare! O ſpare this 


one time, I beſeech thee, and I will be better. 
Away, away, you will not; I have tried you 


theſe three years already, you are naught, 


if I ſhould recover you again, you would be” 


as bad as you 'was before (and all this talk is 
while death ſtands by.) The ſinner cries again, 
Good Lord, try me this once, let me ger 1 
again this once, and ſee if 1 do not mend. 


But will you promiſe me to mende Ves, in- 


deed, Lord, and vow it too, I will never be ſo 
bad again, I will be better. Well, ſaith God, 
death, let this profeſſor alone for this time: 
T will try him a while longer, he hath pro- 
miſed, he hath vowed, that he will amend his 
ways; it may be he will mind to k keep his pro- 
miſes. Vows are ſolemn things, it may be he 
may fear to break his vows. Ariſe from off thy 
bed. And now God lays down. his ax. At this: 
the poor creature is very thankful, praiſes God, 


and fawns upon him; ſhews as if he did it 


heartily, and calls to others. to thank bim too, 


7 Barren FI N E E. 8 1 5 
been a provocation to me theſe three years. 
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ie therefore riſeth as one would think, to be x 


| newcreature indeed. But by that time he hath 


put on his cloaths, i is come down from his bed, 
and ventured into the yard or ſhop, and there 
ſees bow all things are gone to ſixes and ſevens, 
© be begins to have ſecond thoughts, and ſays to 
His folks, What have you all been doing? How 
are all things out of order? I am I cannot 
tell what behind hand, one may ſee if a man 
| be but a little to a fades that you have neither 


wiſdom nor prudence to order things-. And 


now, inſtead of-ſecking to ſpend the reſt of 
Bis time to God, he doubleth his diligence af. 
ter this world; alas! all muſt not be loſt, we 
muſt have provident care. And thus quite for 


getting-the ſorrows of deuth, the pains of hell, 


the promilcs and vows which he made to God 


o 
8 
n 
7 * 


Os... 


10 de better: Becauſe judgment was not (new) 
ſpeedily executed, therefore the heart of this 
* creature is fully ſetin him to do evil. 

3. Thele things proving ineffectual, God 
takes hold of his ax again, fends death to a 
Ui to a child, to his cattie, Your young men 
Have I lain, a 4 taken away your horſes, Amos 


3 9, io. L wilt blaſt bim, croſs him, dilap- 


point him, and caſt him down ; and will ſet my- 


3 BY againſt bim, in all that he: putteth his hand 
» -— wnio. Ar this the poor barren profeſſor cries 


out again, Lord, I have ſinned, ſpare me once 
more, . beſcech 8 O ticke not*away the 


dc ire of mine eyes FA my- W bless 


me 


1 F -7 G E E. 2 "30 
me in my labours, and I will mend N be 
better! No faith God, you lied to me laſt 
time, I will truſt you in this no longer; and 
withal, tumbles the wife, the child, the eſtate, Zo 
into a grave. And then returns to his ee | 
till this profeſſor more unfeignedly acknow- + 
ledgeth his offence, Hof. v. 14, 15. 

At this the poor creature is alflicted Pn YE 
diſtreſſed, rends his clothes, and begins to call- 
the breaking of his promiſes and vows to 
mind; he mourns and prays, and like Ahab, a 
while walks ſoftly, at the remembrance of the 
juſineſs of the hand of God upon him. And 
now he renews his promiſes, Lord, try me this 
one time more, take off thy hand ind ſee; the 
go far that never turn. Well, God ſparetb þ 
him again, ſers down the ax again: Many times - 
he did deliver; them, but they provoked him 


with their counſels, and were brought low for 


their iniquities, Pſalm cvi. 43. Now they 
ſcem to be thankful again, and are as if they 


were reſolved to be godly indeed. Now the 
read, they pray, they go to meetings, and ſeem =! 


to de ſerious à pretty while, but at laſt they - 
forget: their juſts prick them; ſuitable tempta- 


tions preſent themſelves; wherefore- they re- -3 | 
turn to their own crooked ways again Pſalm 
Ixxviil. 34, 36. nen he flew them, then th. * 


fought him, and returned early after Gad; - 

ae ee they did flatter him-with Theip. A 

ee and lied unto him Wit their i Tan 5 
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4. Yet again, the Lord will not leave this 
profellor, but takes up his ax again,- and puts 
bim ander a more heart fearching miniftry, a 
| Sni that ſhall ſearch him, and turn him o- 
4 ver and over: a miniſtry that ſhall meet with 
bim, as Elijah met with Ahab, in all his acts of 
i wickednefs, and now the ax is laid to the root 
of the tree. Beſides, this miniſtry doth not 
only ſearch the heart, but prefents the ſinner 
with the golden rays of the glorious goſſ pel; now 
is Chriſt Jeſus ſet forth evidently, now is grace 
diſplayed ſweetly: Now are the promiſes bro- 
ken like boxes of ointment to the perfuming 
of the whole room. But alas there is no fruit 
Yet on this fig tree. While his heart is ſearch- 
ing he wrangles; while the glorious grace of the 
goſpel is unv ailing, this profeſſor wags and is 
' wanton, gathers up ſome ſera hes thereof, taſtes 
the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, Heb. vi. 5. drinks in the rain 
that comes oft upon him, v. 7. But bringeth not 
forth fruit meet for him whoſe goſpel it is, v. 8. 
takes no, heed to walk in the law of the Lord 
- God. of Iſracl with all his heart, 2 Kings x. 31. 
but counts that the glory of the goſpel conſiſts 
In talk and ſhew, and that our obedience there- 
5 to is a matter of ſpeculation; that good works 
ye in good words: And if they can finely talk 
they think they bravely pleaſe God. They think 
the kingdom of God conſiſts only in word, not 
in power; and thus proves ineffectual this 
. means alſo. =: Well, 
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F. Well, now the ax begins to be heaved' 


higher, for indeed God is ready to ſmite the 
fioner; yet before he will ſtrike the ſtroke, 


he will try one way more at the laſt, and if 5 


that miſſeth, down goes the fig-tree. Now this: | 


laſt way, is to tug and ftrive with this profef- * ; 


for by bis Spirit. Wherefore the Spirit of- the 
Lord is now come to him, but not always to? 
ſtrive with men, Gen. vi. 8. Yet for ſome: 
while he will ſtrive with him, he will awake. 
en, he will convince, he will call to remem- 
brance former ſins, former judgments, the: 
breach of former vows and promiſes; the miſ- 
pending of former dijys:: He will alſo preſent 


perſuaſive arguments, encouraging promiſes, 


dreadful judgments, ſhortneſs. of time to re- 
pent in, and that there is hope if he come. 
Further, ke will ſhew him the certainty: of 


death, and judgment to come, yea, he will 7 


pull and ſtrive with this ſinner. But, behold, 
the miſchief now lies here, here is tügging 


and: ſtriving on both ſides. The Spirit: den- | 
vinces, man turns a deaf ear to Godi- The: 


Spirit ſaith, Receive my inſtruction, and live :: 
But the man pulls away his (houlder,.. The: 
Spirit ſhews him whither he is-gaing, but the: 
man eloſeth his eyes againſt it: the Spirit offer--- | 
eth violence, the man ſtrives and reſiſts: The 
have done deſpite unto: the Spirit of grace, 


Heb. x. 29. The . parlieth a ſecond time, 


_ WR. male's 5 D's new nature; vor the. 


A 
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| Finer TORE: Ne, T have loved ſtrangers, and 
after, them will Ig At this God'sfury comes 
up into his face, now he comes out of his ho- 
by place, and is terrible: Now he fweareth in 
bis wrath,” they ſhall never enter into his reſt: 
- LTexerciſed towards you my patience, and ſmote 
:you in your perſon, relations and eſtate, yet 
you have not turned unto me, faith the Lord. 
In thy filthineſs is lewaneſs ; ; becauſe I have 
Purged thee and thou waſt not purged, thou 
g Holl, not be purged from thy filihineſ$ any more, 
mill I cauſe my fury to reſi upon thee Exck. xxiv. 
13. Cut it down, why cumtereth it the ground? 
The fecond ſign, at ſuch a profeſſor is 
almoſt (if not quite) paſt grace, is, when God 
hath given it over, or lets him alone, and fuf- 
&  fers him_to do any thing, and that without 
| "Control, he helpeth bim not either in works of 
bolineſs, or in fir. its and difficulty. Ephraig 
, Þ joined. to idols, let bim alone, Hoſ. iv. 17, 
Wo te to them when 1 depart from them; ! 
Will la gh at their calamities and will mock 
when their fer conſcth, Prov xxiv. 28, 
Barfen 6p tee, Thev haft heretofore becn 
- 'dipged about and dunged, God's matteck hath 
- hcretoforehten at thy roots, goſpet dung bath 
: heretofore Been applied to thee, | thou! bift 
"hercrofore been ſtrove With, convineed, awak- 
ein, mode to rafte and lee, and ery; O the 
ble ledneſs! Thou heſt heretofore been met 
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d thy ſpirit. hath fallen, thy ſou! bath treble, * 


is Land thou haſt felt ſomething of the power of 


10- the goſpel. But thou haſt finned, thou haſt 
in provoked the eyes of his glory. thy iniqnitxj 
ſt: is found to be hateful; and now perhaps God. 


oy hath left thee, given thee up, and lets thee "Ro 4 | 


it © alone. Heretofore thou waſt tender, thy con- 


d. ſcience ſtartled at the temptation to wicked: * 


de ness, for thou wert taken off from the pollu- 
au tions of the world, through the knowledge of 
„Joer Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. ii. 
v. 20, 21, 22. But that every vomit that once 
4% thou wert turned from, now thou Jappeſt up 


D r 


—— — LT 


s (with the dog in thagproverb)again, and that 4 5 5 


od very mire, that once thou ſeemeſt to be waſh». = 


al. ed from, thou now art tumbling in afreſh. _M 


ur But to partieularize, there are three figns of a 
of | man's being given up of GG. 
. When he is alone in ſinning, when the 
7. reins of his luſts are looſed, and he given up 

Ito them. And even as they did not like io Fe- 


ck tain Cd in their knowledge, Cod gave i hem * © . ! | 
„over te a reprojate mind, to do theje things 


«nf. which are not convenient; being filled will as 
nfl anrighteouſneſe, Rom. i. 28, 29. Seeſt thou a 
th Þ man that heretofore had the knou ledge of God, 
a and fome awe of Majeſty upon bim? 1 8 
b. ſceſt thou ſuch an one, ſporting bimſelf, in hi 
hefl own deceivings, Rom. i. 30, FF Fürning the 

et grace of eur God into laſeiviouſneßs, and walks 


„ ing after his on ungodly luſts? His judgment 


- 
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now of a long time lingereth not, and bi dam 
nation ſlumbereth not, 2 Pet. ii. 13. Doft thou 

hear barren profeſſor? It is aſtoniſhing to ſee, 

bo theſe that once ſeemed ſons of the morn- 
ing, and were making preparations for eternal 
life, now at laſt (for the rottenneſs of their 
hearts, by the judgment of God) permitted, 
being paſt feeling to give themſelves over unto 
laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs, Eph. iv. 18, 19. A great number of 
ſuch were in the rſt goſpel-days: againſt 
whom Peter, and Jude, and John pronounced 
the heavy judgment of God. Peter and Jude 
couple them with the fallen angels, 2 Pet. iv. 
3, to 8. And prayer is forbid to. be made for 


them, becauſe that is happened to them that 


= Happened to the angels that fell. Jude ver. 6. 
Who ferſaking their firſt ſtate, and leaving 
their cwn habitation, are reſerved, in chains 
under everlaſting e unto the yang 
of the great day. 
1. Theſe are beyond all mercy. 2. They 


* are beyond all promiſes. 3. Beyond all hopes 


of repentance. 4. They have no interceſlor, 


- - Dor any more ſhare in a facrifice for ſin. 5, 


There remains nothing but a fearful, looking 
for of judgment. Wherefore, 6. They are 


* the true fugitives and vagabonds, that being 
left of God, of Chriſt, of grace, and of the 


promiſe, and being beyond all hops, wander 
2 nd: Dagger to and fro, n as the vn their 
=; - afGociate 


Philiſtians, was forſaken and left of God, 1 


5 Barren FIGTREE. 3 
- 
aſſociate, until their time ſhall come to die, 


or until they deſcend into battle and periſh. 


2. Wherefore they let alone in hearing. If 
theſe at any time eome under the word, there 
is for them no God, no favour of the means 
of grace, nor ſtirring of heart, no pity for 
themſelves, no love for their own ſalvation. 
Let them look on this hand or that, there they 
ſee ſuch effects of the word in others as pro- 
duce ſigns of repentance and love to God and 
his Chriſt, "Theſe men only have their backs 
bowed. down alway, Rom. Xi. 10. Theſe men: 
only have the ſpirit of ſlumber, eyes that they 
ſhould not ſee, and ears that they ſhopld not 
hear to this very day. Wherefore as they go to 
the place of the holy; fo they come from the 1 
place of the holy, and ſoon are forgotten in 
the places where they fo did; Eccl. viii. 10. 
Only they reap this damage, © They treaſure 
* up wrath againſt the day of wrath, and re- 
* velation of the righteous Judgment. of God, 
Rom. ii. 3, 4, 5. Look to it, barren profeſſor. 
3. If he be viſited after the common way 
of mankind, either with ſickneſs, diſtreſs, or 
any kind of ealamity, ſtill no God appears, no 
ſanctifying hand of God, no ſpecial mercy is. 
mixed with the affliction. But he falls ſick, and 
grows-well, like the beaſt: or is under diſtreſs 
as Saul, ho when he was, engaged by the 
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6 thered themſelves together, and came I 
« pitched in Shunem; and Saul gathered al] 
© Iſrael together, and they came and pitched at 
© Gilboa; and when Saul faw the hoſt of the 
5 Philiſtians, he was afraid, and his heart great. 
ly trembled. And when Saul enquired of the 
© Lord, the Lord anſwered him no more, nei. 
© ther by dream, nor by Urim, nor by prophets,” 

= FT he Lord unfacred him no more, he had 
done with him, caſt him off, and rejected him, 
and left him to ſtand and fall with his ſins by 
himſelf. But of this more in the nen on 
therefore I here forbear, 

4. Theſe men may go whither er will, 
"> what they will; they may range from o- 
pinion io opinion, from nation to nation, from 
fſect to ſect, but are ſtedfaſt no where, they are 
left to their own uncertainties; they have not 
grace to eftabliſh their hearts, and tho” ſome 
of them have boaſted themſelves of this liber- 
1 ty, yet Jude calls them wandering /tars, io whom 
Fs reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, 
ver. 13. They are left, as I ſaid, to be fugitives 
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a IG 


and vagabonds in the earth, to wander every 


Where, bot to abide no- where, until they ſhall 
gqeſcend to their own place, Acts i. 5. with Cain 
and Judas, menof the fame fate with themſelves. 
A third ſign that ſuch a profeſſor, is quite 
paſt grace, is, when bis heart is grown ſo 
3 7 eu ſo ſtony and impenetrable, that nothing 
= ot en Iv. Barren fig eg, doſt . e 


ſo 
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fider? A hard and impenitent heart is the curſe 


of God. A heart that cannot repent, is inſtead 


of al} plagues at once: and hence it is that Ml 
God faith of Pharaoh, Exod. ix. 14. when e 
ſpake of delivering him up in the greatneſs of 
his anger, I will at this lime ſend all e ö 
plagues upon thy heart. 0 
To ſome men that have -ofevouſly Fuss 
under a profeſſion of the goſpel, God giveth 
this token of his difpleaſure, they are denied 
the power of repentance, their heart is bound 
they cannot repent; it is impoſſible they ſhould 
repent, ſhould they live a thoufand years; H 
is impoſſible for theſe fallaways to be renewed. 
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again unto repentance, ſceing they cruciſy to 54 q 
themſelves the Son of Cod afreſh, and put him | 


to open ſhame, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. Now to have 
the heart fo hardened, fo judicially hardened, MW 
is as a bar put in by God againſt the ſalvation "Mi 
of this finner. This was the burden of Spira's ⁵ü 
complaint; Icannotdo it now, O cannot doit. 
This man ſees what he bath done, What 


ſhould. help bim, and what will become f 


him, yet be cannot repent: he pulled away = 
his ſhoulder before, he ſtopped his ears before, 


he ſhut up his eyes before, and in that very pot- 


ture God left him, and ſo he ſtands to this very 
day. I have fancied that Lot's wife, wen 
turned into a pillar of falt, Gen. xix. 26. ſtood - © 
yet looking over her ſhoulder, or elſe with ber 
OO a ards Sodom ; as the Judge ent «aoght -Y 
5 ber 
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her, ſo it bound her, and left her a monument Ig 


— 
3 


1 


of God's anger to after generations. tl 
We read of ſome that are ſeared with an hot h 
h 


iron, and that are paſt feeling: for ſeared per- 


ions in ſeared parts are. Their conſcience is IU 


feared, 1 Tim. iv. 2. The conſcience is the In 
thing that muſt be touched with feeling, fear Na. 


and remorſe, if ever any good be done with Wat 


L Bo N * the * and the grace that 


the ſinner. How then can any good be done Ip: 
to thoſe whoſe: conſeience is. worſe than that, Nec 
that is faſt aſleep in fin ? Eph, iv. 19. For that Ife 


conſcience that is faſt aſleep may yet be effec- F 


tually awakened and ſaved; but. that conſci- 1 
ence that is ſeared, dried, as it were, into a WI! 


s cinder, can never have any ſenſe, feeling, or th 
the leaſt regret in this world. Barren fig-tree, 
x hearken, judicial hardening is dreadful. There ſth 
is a difference betwixt that hardneſs of heart 2. 
| that is incident to all men, and that which. ha 
comes upon ſome as a ſignal or ſpecial judg- 
ment of God; and although all kind of hard- Ian 
ness of heart in me ſenſe may be called a judg - 
ment, yet to be hardened with this ſecond kind is 


a judgment peculiaronly to them that periſn; an 
hardneſs that is ſent as a puniſhment, for the 
abuſe of light received, for a reward of apoſtacy. 
This judicicial ha rdneſs is diſeovered from that 
which is incident toall men, in theſe particulars: 
1. It is an hardneſs coming after ſome great 
light received: becauſe of ſome great fin. com- 


gave 
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nt gave it. Such hardneſs as Pharaoh had, after © 


the Lord had wrought , wonderfully before 


ot him; ſuch hardneſs as the Gentiles had, an 


r= Ihardneſs that darkened the heart; an nder . 


is which made their minds reprobate. This hard- 


he Ineſs is alſo the fame with that the Hebrews 


ar Bare civtioned to beware of, Heb. iii. 7. &c. 
th Jan hardneſs that is cauſed by unbelief, and de- 


ne parting from the living. God; an hardneſs 


t, Ncompleated through the deceitfolneſs of fin; 
at Much as that in the provocation, of whom God 
c- ware, that they ſhould not enter into. his reſt. 


j- N Twas this kind of hardneſs alſo that both Cain, 
a Blbmael and Eſau, were. bardened with after. 


or they had committed their great tranſgreſſions. 
e, 2. It is the greateſt kind of hardneſs, and 


re Ithenee it is faid to be harder than a rock, Jer. v. 


rt £2. or than an adamant, Zech. vii. 1 3. that is, 


ch. harder than a ffint: ſohard that nothing canenter. 


3. It is an hardneſs given in much anger, 


ty of repentance. — 


n 
1e ed. Barren profeſſor, hearken to this. 
. A fourth ſign that ſuch a profeſſor is quite 


paſt grace, is, when he fortifies his hard heart 
againſt the terror of God's word, Job. ix. 4. 


* ; the 


A 


and that to bind the ſoul up in an inan ; 


4. It is an hardneſs. therefore that is incur-- : 
able, of which a man muſt die and be damn-. © 


Kc. This is called hardning thembdvcs againſt 
od, and turning of the Spirit againſt him. 
as us, when after a profeſſion of faith in 


r 
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the Lord Jefus, and of the doctrine that ig ff 
according to- godlineſs, they ſhall embolden ] !. 
themſelves in courſes of ſin, by promiſing] fe 
themſelves that they ſhall have life and ſalva. In 
tion notwithſtanding. Barren profeſſor, hear. 1! 
ken to this. This man is called, Peut. xxix. ſſ 
18. A root that beareth gall afdavornfvood, ff v 
or a poiſonful herb; ſuch an one Bigbomina- 
ted of God, yea, the abhorred of bis ſoul: I { 
For this man faith, ver. 19. I ſhall have peace, I x 
though I walk in the imagination or ſtubborn- 
neſs of my heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt: 
An opinion flit againſt the whole word of God, 
yea againſt the very nature of God himſelf 
Wherefore he adds, Deut. xix. 20. Then the Pe 
| anger of the Lord. aud his jealouſy, ſhall ſmile l. 
= . againſt that man; and all the curſes: that art 1 
' written in God's book ſhall lie upon him, and 
Tod ſhall blot out his name from under heavenly . 
| ___.__ Yea, that man ſhali not fail to be effectui T 
ly deſtroyed; verſe 21. The Lord ſhall kv 
parate that man unto evil, out of all the 
1 © tribes of Iſrael, according to all the curſes m 
the covenant. e 
Hille ſhall ſeparate him unto evil; he tall give T 
him up, he ſhall leave him to his heart, E 
"ſhall ſeparate him to that, or thoſe that will u 
aſſuredly be to too hard for him. li 
Now this judgment is effected when God tt 
has given a man up unto Satan, and givech e. 
Satan leave, without fail, to compleat his def ee 
N r 


" _ 4 
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ſtruction: I ſay, when God has given Satan 
leave effectualſy to compleat his deſtruction: 
for all chat are delivered up unto Satan, have 
not, ner do not come to this end. But that is 
the mam wWwBEm God ſhall ſeparate to evil, and 
ſhall leave in the hands of Satan, to compleat, | 
withdut fail, his deſtruftion. | 

Thus he ſerved Ahab, a man that fold him- 
ſelf to work wiekednels in God's ſight, 1 Kings 
xxl. 25. And the Lord ſaid, who ſhall perſuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth Gt- 
lead? And one ſaid on this manner, and anther 
ſaid on that manner ; And there came forth a 
ſpirit, and flood before the La d, and ſaid, Iwill 
ſerſuadę him, 1 Kings xxii. 20, 21, 22. And 
ie the Lord ſaid unto him, Wherew# h! And he ſaid, 
are { will go forth, and bẽ à lying ſpirit in the mouth 
and of all bis prophets. And he faid, Thou ſhalt per- © . el 
en. ¶ ade him, and prevail alſe: go forth and de ſo. 
nal Thon ſhalt perſy ade bim and prevail; do thy 

e vill, leave him in thy hand; Go forth and do ſo. F 
the Wherefore in theſe judgments, the Lord 
of much concerns himſelf for the management 
thereof, becauſe of their provocation of him. 
ive This is the man, W bole ruin contriveth, and 
hel bringeth to pals by his own contrivance. 7 
will 11% chifſe the ir deluſions for them; I will bring 
their fears upon them, Ia. Ixvi. 4. I will chuſe 
zol their devices, or the wickedneſs that their hearts 
ven contrive. I even I, will cauſe them to be ac- 
de e 5 and dulightful to them. But who are 
7 Rs "WR 
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they that muſt thus be feared ? Why, thoſe 3.2 
mong profeſfors that have choſen their own Ie. 
ways, * whoſe foul delights in their own 2. d 
bominations. 


2 


© Becauſe they received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be ſaved ; for this cauſe 
|. © God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions; that. 
t © they ſhould believe a lie, that they all might. 
© be damned, who believe not the truth, but ſe 
had pleaſure in unrightequſneſs.* God ſhall, 
ſend them. It is a great word: yea, God ſhall: 
ſend them ſtrong deluſions; deluſions that ſhall N. 
do, that ſhall make them believe a lie. Why ſoꝰ . 
That they all might be damned, every one of 
them, who believed not the truth, but had plea· 
| fure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſſ. v. 10, 11, 12. tr 
There is nothing more provoking to the I. 
|. Lord, than for a man to promiſe, when Gods, 
. threatneth; for a man to be light of conccit,, 
that he ſhall be ſafe, and yet be more wicked N 
than in former days: this man's ſoul abhoꝶ Ig 
Ss the truth of God: no marvel therefore if; 
= God's ſoul abhors him; he has invented a way Ire 
Contrary to God, to bring about his own fal; N hi 
vation; no marvel, therefore, if God invent 2 6; 
Way to bring about his damnation. - And ſee. 
ing that theſe rebels are at this point, We ſhall 
have peace; God will ſee whoſe word ſhal 
ſtand: his or theirs. a Ns 
A fifth ſigu of a man's being paſt grace, 1g 
When he ſhall at this ſcoff, and inwardly. grin, th 
e Ne A 
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continue his courſe, and put all to the venture, 


deſpiſing the meſſengers of the Lord. He 


« that deſpiſed Moſes law died without mercy; 
© of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 


* ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 


© under foot the Son of God?” &c. Heb. 18.28. 


Wherefore againſt theſe deſpiſers God has 


* himſelf, and foretold, That they ſhall'not 
believe but periſh. * Behold ye deſpiſers, and 
* wonder, and periſh; for I work a work in your 
days, which ye ſhall in no ways believe, 


though a man declare it unto you, Acts xii. 41. 


After that thou shalt cut it down. 


Thus far we have treated of the barren fig- 1 J ] | 


tree, or fruitleſs profeſſor, with ſome ſigns to 
know him by; whereunto are added alſo ſome 
ſigns of thoſe who neither will or can by any 
means, be fruitful, but muſt miſerably periſh. 


Now being come to the time of execution, 
ſhall ſpeak a word to that alſo, After this thou 
halt cut it dun: Chriſt at laſt turns the bar- 
ren fig-tree over to the juſtice of God, ſhakes 


his hands of him, and gives him up to the 
fre for his un profitableneſs. 
Thou shalt cut it dun. 
| Two things are to be conſidered. 
1. The Executioner, Thou, the great, the 


dreadful, the eternal God. Theſetwords there 
fore, as 1 have already faid, ſignify that Chriſt - 


the e through whom alone ſalvation 
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and fret againſt the Lord, ſecretly. purpoſe to 


comes 3 


he be cut down. After that thou shalt cut it 
don. Death, I ſay, is the ax that God often 
_ uſes, therewith” to take the barren fig-tree out 


E. - out:of the world at once. But this ax is now 


"y i 2 
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comes, and by. whom alone execution hath 


been deferred, now giving up the ſoul for. 
bears to ſpeak one fyllable more for him, or 


living: God, Heb. x.-33. 


therefore the ſtrokes are here continued, till al 
the blows be ſtruck that are requiſite for its 


and therefore muſt, and will make deep gaſhes, 


to do the leaſt act of grace further, to try for 


| his recovery; bur delivers him up to that fear. 


ful diſpenſation, to fall into the hands of the 


2 Tbe ſecond to be conſidered, is, The i in 
ſtrument by which this execution is done, and 
that is death, compared here to an ax; and 

aſmuch as the tree is not felled at one blow, 


felling: for now. cutting time, and cutting 
work is come, cutting muſt be his portion, till 


of the vineyard, out of a profeſſion, and alſo 


new.grind, it cometh. well edged to the roots 
of this barren ſig tree. It hath been whetted 
by fin, by the law, and by a formal profeſſion, 


not only in the natural life, but in the heart 
and conſcience alſo of this profeſſar: The 
wages of fin i is death, the ſting of death is fin, 
1 Cor. xv. "Wherefore death comes not to this 
man as he doth to ſaints, muzzled of wichout 
| his. ſting, but with open mouth, ig 4 555 
e le ſends his lirſt * bee 1 


n 
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guilt, to devour his ſtrength, ahd to. bring 
him to the king of terrors, Job xviii. 13, 14. 
But to give you, in a few Particulars, the 
anner of this man's dying. 
1. Now he hath his fruitleſs fruits: bete 
er him round his bed, together with all the 
bands and legions of his other wickednefs. 


His own iniquities ſhall take the wicked him- 


ſelf, and he ſhall be holden in the cords of 
his ins, Prov..v. 22 

2. Now ſome terrible diſcovery of God i is 
ade unto him, to. the perplexing and- terri- 
ing of his guilty conſcience. © God ſhall caſt 
upon him, and not ſpare; and he ſhall be a- 
raid of that which is high, Job xxvii. 22. 


3. The dark entry he is to go througb, will 72S 


e a ſore amazement unto him; For fear Shall 


e in the way, Eccleſ. xii. 5. yea, terrors will 
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ake hold on him, when he ſhall ſee the yawn⸗ 


ng jaws of death to gape upon him, and the _ 
oor of the ſhadow of death open to give him 
paliage out of the world. NG. Wo Ni 
meet me in this dark entry; how” "that! I paſs 5 5M 


nrough this dark entry into another world ? 
4, For by reaſon of guilt, and a ſhaking of 
onſcience, His life will hang in continual” 
oubt before him, and he ſhall be afraid 12 
ight,” Deut. xxiii. 66, 07. and mall have no 
furance of his life. 
5 Now alſo want will kan op int Tg. 
ns come like an armed man: there is a 
8 Bags Fo eel terrible 
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© terrible army to him that is graceleſs in heart, 
and fruitleſs in life. This want will continual- ! 
Iy cry in thine ears, here is a new birth want. 
ing, a new heart, and a new ſpirit, wanting: 

- Here is faith, love and repentance, the fear off 
| God, and a. good converlation, wanting: Th 
art weighed i in the ballance and art found want. c 
"0p, Dan. v. 77, t 

6. Together with theſe, Rand by the com · 14 
panions of death and hell, death and devils, f 
death and endleſs torment in the everlaſtins 
flames of devouring fire. hen God ſpall o 
come up unto the people, he will invade then © 
with his troops, Habak. iii. 6. \ 
But how will this man die? can 1 his hear i 
now endure, or can his hands be ſtrong! it 

3 Exek. XX&ll, 14. | tl 
1; God; and Chriſt, ani pity 1 left him; te 
fin againſt light, againſt mercy, and the long · o 
ſuffering of God, is come up againſt him; his m 

hope and confidence now lye a dying by him, in 
and his conſcience totters and thakes conti - P. 
nually within him. W 
22. Death is at this work; cutting of himſſ is 
don, hewing both back and beat, both body to 
and ſoul aſunder: The man grones, but death 
. Hears him not; he looks ghaſtly, carefully be 
dieejectedly, he ſighs, he ſweats, he 3 th 
| but death matters nothing. J 

” . Fearful cogitations haunt hic die ly 


5 ings, direful ee of God "_ him: 4 
| e nor 
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now hs hath time to think what the g of -. _ 
heaven will be, and what the torments of hell WM 
will be; now he looks no way but he is frighted. 

4. Now would he live, but may not; -he. 


"I 
8 


of would live, though it were but the life of 4 


bed-rid man, but muſt not. He that cuts him 3 9 


down ſways him, as the ſeller of wood fways WM 
the tottering tree: now this way, then thaꝛt: ⁵⁶ 
at laſt a root breaks, an heart-ſtring, an eye | 
ſtring ſnaps aſunder. 

5. And now could the ſoul be annihilated, 
or brought to nothing, how happy would it 
count itſelf: but it ſees that it may not be. 
Wherefore it is put to a wonderful ſtrait: ſtay 
in the body it may not, go out of the body | 
it dares not. Life is going, the bloog ſettles in 
the fleſh; and the lungs being no more able 
to draw breath through the noſtrils, at laſt 
out goes the weary trembling foul, ho is im- 

mediately feized by the devils, who ly jets, 
in every hole in the chamber for that very 
purpoſe: His friends take care of the body, 
wrap it up in the ſheets or eofſin; but the ſoul 
is — of their thought and reach going down . 
to the chambers of death. 

1 had thought to have enlarged, but 1 66- 
bear: God, who teaches men to profit, Meſs 
this brief and plain diſcourſe to thy foul, who 
vet ſtandeſt a profeſſor in the lated: ef | 
living, - on + trees of his garden. 
Amen. 0 2 | | 8 Es 15 * 2 . G. . of 
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on eligion is \ thy great bond of 
„ and it were well if itſelf 
bond of mit!: 0 that 


e ee to keep t the unity of 
tin the bond of peace. 

heſe words contain a counſel] and cxvtion; 
counſel is, that we endeavour the unity of 
Sp the caution i is, that we do it in the 
ace: as if he ſhould ſay, I would 


cnt drach, \ of 1 9 
fore be caution'd that EY not 
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Firſt, I hall open the ſenſe of the telt. 
_ Secondly, I chall thew. wherein this une? 
and peace conſiſt.: 

N Thirdly, I'ſhall ſhew you the fails abd bye: 

J nefits of it together with nine inconveniencies Wil 
and miſchiefs that attend thoſe e where 2 4 i | 
unity and peace are wanting. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, I ſhall give you twe ve 
| diictions' and motives for the e of — 
them. 1 

of Firſt, As techn, hs ſenſe of the tent: 2 

When we are counſe led to keep the unity of i 
the Spirit, we are not to underſtand the Spirit WM 

of God, as-perſonally ſo conſidered ; becauſe _ 3 

the Spirit of God in that ſenſe, is not-capable © I 

of being divided; and fo there would be no =. 1 

need for us to endeavour to keep the unity«. +, 4 

By the unity of the Spirit. then, we are to 

Ader nd, that unity of mind which the pi. 

rit of God calls for, and requires Chriſtians to I 

endeavour after; hence it is that we ate ex 1 

horted, by one ſpirit, with one mind, to ſtrive 1 

gether for the faith of the goſpel, Phil. i. 7. 

But further, the apoſtle in theſe words alludes 

to the ſtate and compoſition of a natural body; 

and thereby informs us, that the myſtical bo- 
dy of Chriſt holds an analogy with the _— 

body of a man: As, 8 n 

1. In the natural body there-mull-b 6 
to animate it, for the body without che f — 
is. 2 if _ "OK 3. it bin he myſtic: 
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* * e of Chriſt; the apoſtle no ſooner tells us 
of that one body, bur he minds us of fhat one 
_ Hirit, Eph. iv. . 
2. The body bath joints and bands ko unite 
all the parts; ſo bath the myſtical body of 
» Chriſt, Col. ii. 19. This i its that bond of peace 
> mentioned i in the text, as alſo; in the 16th ver. of 
the lame chapter, where the whole body is ſaid f 
to he fitly joined together, and. compacted 
by that which every, joint ſupplieth. i 
3. The natural body receives counſel and 
| "nouriſhment from the head, ſo doth the my- || * 
© _ flical body of Chriſt, he is their counſellor, and f 
Fim they. muſt hear; hence it is that the apo. t 
FE file complaineth, Col. ii. 19. of ſome that did I 
not hold the head, from which the whole bo- | 3 
= oy by joints and bands hath nouriſiment. 
| - 4. The natural body cannot well ſubſiſt if It 
— eicher the ſpirit be wounded, or the joints [4 
 - broken or diſlocated : the body cannot bear 2 
wounded or broken. ſpirit. A broken fpirit 
E drieth the bones, Prov. xvii. 22. and a wound- 
dad {pirit who can bear? Prov. xviii. 14. and 
2 on he other hand, how oſten have the dif- 
Jointings, of the dody, and the breaking there- 
& of, oecaſioned the expiration of the Spirit? 
nin like manner it fares with the myſtical bo- 
= | dy of Chriſt, how do divided ſpirits break the 
Z K bond of pea de, which are the joints. of his 
W. cen wound the Pi of 


© tw Www aa 


— ̃ — — — —— r 


1 * 


"I 


and efſcntimes occaſion. the ſpirit WT lik « of 
Chriſtianity to languiſh,. if not to expire? 
How nee dful is it then that we endeavour the 
. of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
Secondly, I now come to ſhew you wbere- 
in this peac 3 conſiſt, and tas . 
ſhall demonſtrate in five particulars. e 
1. This unity and peace may conſiſt in the 
ignorance of many truths, and in the holdin 
of ſome errors; or elſe this duty of peace an 


unity could not be practicable by any on this f — 4 


ſide perfection; but we muſt now / endeavour 
the unity of the e till we come to the u- 

nity of the faith and of the knowledge of the. 
Son of God, Eph. iv. 1 3- Becauſe now (as the 
apoſtle ſaith) we know in part and — 


in part, and no we ſte through a glaſs, dark». . 
ly, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. And as this is true in ge: 
neral, ſo we may find it true, if we deſcend 
to particular inſtances; the diſciples ſeem 6 
be ignorant of that great truth, Which the | 

had often and in much plainneſs been taught, 
by their maſter once and again, viz. That his 
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kin gdom was not of this world, and that 3 1] 


the loci he ſhould ſuffer, and be perſecuted ; $4. 
yet in Acts. i. 16. we fead, that they aſked of 
bim, , be would at 1515 time reſtore the 
lingdom of Iſrael? Thereby diſcovering that 
Chriſt's kingdom (as they thought) ſhould 
conſiſt in his temporal juriſdiction over Ia, 
which” FO: on” ſhould now commence | 
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tells them, that he bad many things to ſay, 
3 thele were many important truths) which 
= they could not now bear, John xvi. 12. and 
wat theſe were important truths, appears by 
= vcr. 10, 11. where he is diſcourſing of righte- 
.- © ouſneſs and judgment; and then adds, That 
be had yet many things to fay, which they 
could not bear: and thereupon promiſes the 
Comforter to lead them into all truth: which 
- implies, that they were yet ignorant of many 
- truths, and conſequently held divers errors; 
and yet for all this he prays for-and preſſe 
them to their great duty of peace and unity, 
John xiv. 27. and xvii. 21. To. this may be 
Added that of Heh. v. 11. where the author 
E - faith, He had many things to ſay of the prieſt- 
0 office of Chriſt, which, by reaſon of their 


4 
tags oo? 


_ Buloeſs, they were not capable to receive; a 


Alſo⸗ that in Acts x; where Peter ſeems to be ig- 
3 © Horant of that truth, viz. That the goſpel was 
= 0 be preached to all nations; and contrary 
= " thereunts, he erred, in thinking it unlawful 
0 preach amongſt the Gentiles. I ſhall add 
two texts more, one in Acts i. 9. where we 

— read that thofe diſciples which had been dif: 
Y cipled and baptized by John, were yet igno- 
Zpant of. the holy Ghoſt, and knew not (a3 


- the text tells us) whether there were any ho- 


£ yy Ghoſt or no, tho John did teach conſtantly, 
EZ 55 "hat he — ſhould come Rey: him ſhould 
FP , bapriz 


and take place among them. Again, our e 
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1 5 E 
rd baptize with. the holy Ghoſt” and with fp, "I 1 
ch That Chr itians may. be Ignoract- of. many Gi a ö 
nd truths, by reaſon of weak and dull capacities, 


by and other ſuch like impediments, even while 5 "2 1 
thoſe truths are, with much plainneſs deliver? 
at ed to them. Again, we read, Heb. v. 13. of 
ſome that were unſkilful-in the word of righ- 
he teouſneſs, who nevertheleſs are called ns. 1 
ch Chriſt, and with whom unity and peace ae” _ 
io be inviolably kept and maintained. 1 
2. As this peace and vnity may conſiſt n 
e ignorance of many truths, and in the hold- _ 
ing of ſome-erorrs; ſo it muſt with, (and it 
e cannot conſiſt without) the believing and prae- 
tiling 1 thoſe. things which are neceſſary to fal- 
. | vation and church communion; and they are, 
ir Firſt, Believing that Chriſt the. Son of God © 
3 died for the 125 of men. Secondly, That 
„ whoever believeth; ought to be baptized ; de 
third thing eſſential to this comm nion, is a Is 
boy and dlameleſs converſation. _ 1 
al Firſt, That believing that the Son of a 
N died for the. ſins of men, is neceſſary to ſalva - 
e tion, I prove by thoſe texts which tell us, that. 
. he that doth not believe ſhall be dam ied, * 3 
| Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 36. Rom. x. 19. 4 | 
FF That it is alſo neceſſary. to church com- 
munion, appears from Mat. xvii. 46, 17, 18. 
Peter having confeſt that Chriſt was the Son 
* the EEE Got, Chriſt” OY: aſſures. - 5 
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bim, That upon this rock, viz. this profeſ: 
ſion of faith, or this Chriſt which Peter had 
confeſſed, he would build his church, and the 
Fates of. hell fhould not prevail apainſ} it, 


-And 1 Cor. iii, 11. the apoſtle having told the 


Corinthians they were God's building, preſent- 
= adds, that they could not be built upon any 
foundation but that which was laid, which 
was Chriſt Jeſus.” All which proves, that 
- Chriſtian ſociety is founded upon the profeſ- 
fon of Chriſt. And not only 
the laws of right reaſon dictate this, that ſome 
rules and. orders muſt be obſerved for the 
founding of all ſociety, which muſt be con- 
-ſented to by all that will be of ir; hence it 
comes to paſs, that to own Chriſt as the Lord 


and head of Chriſtians, . is eſſential to the 


| founding of Chriſtian ſociety. 


Secondly, The ſcriptures have FER that 


this faith gives the profeſſors of it a right to 
| baptiſm as in the caie of the eunuch, Acts viii; 
When he demanded why he might not be bap- 


| i led? Philip anſwers, that if he believed with 
all his heart he might: the eunuch e N 


confeſſing Chriſt, was baptized. 

Now that baptiſm is eſſential to ehurch- 
communion, I prove from 1 Cor. xii. where 
we ſhall find the apoſtle labouring to prevent 


| Y an evil uſe that might be made of ſpiritual 


gifis, as thereby to be puft up; and to think 


5 1 ſuch as Wanted them, were not of the 
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PEACE and UNITY. s 
body or to be eſteemed members; he there- _ . 


upon reſolves that whoever did confels Chriſt, ' 
and own bim for his head, did it by the Spi- 
0 verſe 23 and not only becauſe they have 
by the guidance and direction of the ſame 
spirit been baptized, verſe 13. For by one 
Spirit we are all baptized into one body, &c. 
I need rot go about to confute that notion 
that ſome of late have had of this text, viz. 
That the baptiſm here ſpoken of, is the bap- 


f tiſm of the Spirit, becauſe you have not own- 


ed and declared that notion as your judgment. 
But on the contrary, all of you that I have. 
converſed with, have declared it to be under- 
ſtood of baptiſm with water by the direction 


of the Spirit; if ſo, then it follows, that men 
and women are declared members of Chriſt's | 


body by baptiſm, and cannot be by ſcripture 


reputed and eſteemed ſo without it; which _M 
further appears from Rom. vi. 5. where men Bl 
by baptiſm are ſaid to be planted into the like- 
neſs of his death; and Col. ii. 12. we are faid ' 


to be buried with him by baptiſm: all which, 


together with the conſent of all Chriſtians, 5 ; 


(ſome few in theſe late times excepted) do prove 


that baptiſm i 1s neceſſary to the initiating mo 4 


ſons into the church of Chriſt. | 
Thirdly, | Holineſs of life is. eſſential to 

church zommunion, becauſe it ſeems to be the 

reaſon why Chriſt founded a church in the 


. viz, That men might threby beyarch- _ 


. 
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iS ed over. and kept from filling, that if a = 1 
be overtaken with a fault, he that is ſpiritual I be 
might reſtore bim: that by this means men Þ li 
and women might be preſerved without blame || m 
to the coming of Chriſl; And the grace of f tt 
1 Cod teacheth us to deny. ungodlineſs, and b. 
1 worldly luſts, and to live feberly and uprightly 
nn this preſent evil world, Tit ii. 11, 12. And 
let every one that names the name of the Lord te 
depart from iniquity, 2 Tim ii. 19. And If fi 
James tells us (ſpeaking of the Chriſtian reli- Ik 
gion) That pure religion, and unde filed before 0 
Coa, is to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in ii 
tßlbeir aſftiction, and to heep ourſelves unſpotted b 
From the world, James i. 27. From all which « 
._ - (together with many more texts that might be r 
produced) it appears, that an ungodly and 
+ | of wag life, is inconſiſtent with Chriſtian re- 
ligion and ſociery: and that holineſs is eſſen. 
.”, Dial to ſalvation and church communion : So 
-___ that theſe three things, faith, baptiſm, and a 
| holy life, as I faid before, all churches muſt 
agree and unite in, as thoſe things, which 
{ - when wanting, will deſtroy their being. And 
"et not? why; that when I ſay, believing 
the Son of God died for the ſins of men, is 
eſſential to ſalvation and. church communion, 
tat I hereby would exclude all other articles 
F- of the Chriſtian creed, as not neceſſary as the 
belief of the reſurreQion of the dead, and e- 
4 Neel en, . ch, for want of time 
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leviog, the Son of God died for the ſius „ 


be the cauſe not only of excomunication, but 9 


the body of Chriſt, for that they were beſore. 


ney, becauſe I fay it — not be in the 3 AY 
o the houſe? Conſider _ how . if 


1 5 8 1E . UNITY. 10% Bf 
ritiog ſpeak particularly to, and the rather, = 
becauſe L underſtand this great article of be- i 


men, is comprehenſive of all others, and is 
that from whence all other. articles ny eaſily _ 
be infer red. 2 ; * 

And here I Voöld not be miſtaken, as a == 1 
held there were nothing elſe for Chriſtians 
to practiſe, when I ſay this is all that is requi - 
fite to church-communion; for I very well. Mt 
know that Chriſt requires many other things 
of us, after we are members of his body, which, 
if we knowingly or maliciouſly refuſe, may 


damnation ;. but yet theſe are ſuch things as 
relate to the. well being, and not-to the being . 
of churches; as laying on of hands in the 8 
primitive times upon believers, by which they | 
did receive the gifts of the Spirit: (this I _- 5 
was for the increaſe and edifying of the body, 


and not that thereby they might become ff 1 


And do not think that 1 believe laying on f 
hands was no apoſtolical inſtitution, becauſe, 
I ſay, men are thereby made members f 
Chriſt's body, or becauſe, I lay, that it is not 
eſſential to the church communion ; why ſhould  - 

I be thought to be apainſt a fire * chims . 
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true) the bond of communion. This is thot 
which deſtroys unity, and by this rule all men 


| 4; -muſt be perfect before they can be in peace. 


come to a clearer underſtanding of the mind 
of God (to ſay the the beſt of what they hold) 
that preſently all men are excommunicable, 

if not damnable, that do not agree with them? 
Do not ſome believe and ſee that to be pride 
and covetouſneſs, which others do not becauſe 
(it may be) they bave more narowly and di- 


For do we not ſee daily that as ſoon as men 


ligently ſearched into their duty of theſe things 


F than others have? What then. muſt all men 
that have not fo large acquaintance of their 


duty therein, be excommunicated? Indeed it 


were to be wiſhed that more moderation in 


. ang: toveronſheſs as now Ton? do? And 


apparel and ſecular concernments were found 
among churches; but God forbid, that if they 
- ſhould come ſhort herein, that we ſhould fay 
as one lately faid, that he could not commu- 
nicate with ſuch people, becauſe they were 


proud and ſuperfludus in their apparel. 
Loet me appeal to ſuch, and demand of them 
if there was not a time ſince they believed and 


|. were baptized, wherein they did not believe 
the laying on of hands a duty? And did they 


not then believe, and do they not {till believe 


they were members of the body of Chriſt ? 
And was there not a time when you did not 


ſo well underſtand the nature and extent of 


did 
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e and UNITY. | 109 
vid you not then believe, and do you not (HL 
believe, that yon were true members of Chriſt; 
tho! leſs perfect? Why. then ſhould you not 
judge of thoſe that differ from you therein, as 
you judged of yourſelves when you were as 
they now are? How needful then is it for Chri- 
ſlians to diſtinguiſh (if ever they would be at 
peace and unity) between thoſe truths which _ 
are eſſential to the V * 
thoſe that are not? 
Fourthly, Unity and peace conſiſt in our 


making one ſhoulder, to practiſe and put in 


execution the things we do know, Phil. iu. 16. 
Nevertheleſs wherein ue have. attained, let 
us walk by the fame rule, let us mind the ame | 
things, How (ad is it to ſee our zeal conſume _ 
vs, and our precious time in things doubtful 
and diſputable while we are not concerned, 
nor affected with the practiee of thoſe indiſ 
putable things we all agree in? We all know. 
charity to be the great command, and yet 
how few agree to practiſe it: We all know ] 
they that labour in the word and doctrine, are 
worthy of double honour; and that God hath 
ordained that they which preach the. clin; - * 
ſhould live of the goſpel, theſe duties how- 
ever others have cavilled at them, I know 
you agree in them, and are perſuaded of your 
duty herein; but where is your zeal to prac- 
tiſe? O how well would it be with churches, _ 


if bo were but half as + 26alons. for the end | 
an 
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and plain, and indiſputable things, and the 


& 
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, Bad % 


* 


more chargeable and coſtly things of religion, 


| as they are for things doubtful or leſs neceſ- 
ſary, or that are no charge to them, and coſt 
nothing but the breath; of contention,, though 


that may be too great a — for the ſmall 


| things they purchaſe with it? | 
But further, do we not agree, that men that 
= preach the goſpel, ſhould do it like workmen 


that need not be aſhamed? and yet how little 


is this conſidered by many preachers, who 


never conſider before they ſpeak, of what they 


ay, or whereof they affirm? How few give 


themſelves to ſtudy that they may be approv- 


T7 ed? How few meditate and give themſelves 


to. theſe things, that their proving may ap- 


3 pear to all? 


For the Lord: 8 fake, let us unite to practiſe 


--. thoſe things we know; and if we would: have 


more talents let us all agree to n thoſe 


= we have... | 
gee the ſpirit was among the primitive pro- 


ſeſfors; that knowing and believing how much 
it concerned them in the propagation of chri- 


ſtianity, to ſhew forth love to one another 
(that ſo all might know · them to be Chriſt's 
diſeiples) rather than there ſhould be any 
complainings among them, they fold all they 
bad: O how zealous were theſe to practiſe, 
and with the one ſhoulder to do what was up- 
* on their hearts * God 1 * further add, 


h 


a: 
* 
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what do we more than talk of them? Do not 


things, we ſhall be happy if we do them. 


thou us. Brethren, did we but all agree that 


re PEACE aud UNITY. 111 
how often have we agreed in our judgment: 
and hath it not been upon our hearts, that Þ 
this and the other thing is good to be done, 
to enlighten. the dark world, and to repair 
the breaches of churches, and to raiſe up thoſe i 
churches that now ly a- gaſping, and among ü 
whom the ſoul of religion is expiring? But 


moſt decline theſe things, when they either 
call for their purſes, or their perſons to heip in 
this and ſuch like works as theſe? Let us then, 
in what we know, unite that we may put it in 
practice, remembring that if we know theſe 


Fifthly, This unity and peace eonlilt in our 
joining and agreeing to pray for and to-prels _ 
after thoſe truths we do not know. The diſs 
ciples in the primitive times were conſcious - Ml 
of their imperfections, and therefore with one 
accord continued in prayer and ſupplications. 
If we were more in the ſenſe of our own ig: ü 
norances and imperfections, we ſhould carry MM 
it better towards theſe that differ ftom us,; 
then we ſhould abound more in the ſpirit f 
meekneſs and forbearance, that thereby-.we © 
might bring others (or be brought by others? 


to the knowledge of the truth: This would 
make us go to God and ſay with Elihu, Job © 


xxxiv. 33. That which we know not teach 
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to go to God, and pray for more wiſdom and 
revelation of his mind and will concerning us. 
But here's our miſery, that we no ſooner 
receive any thing for truth but we preſentiy 
aſcend the chair of infallibility with it, as 
though in this we could not err: Hence it is 
we are impatient of contradiction, and become 
uncharitable to thoſe that are not of the ſame 
mind; but now a conſciouſneſs that we may 
miſtake, or that if my brother err in one 
thing, I may err in another will unite us in 
affection, and engage us to prets after perfec- 
tion, according to that of the apoſtle, Phil. iii. Cc 
4, F. Brethren, I count not myfelf to have ap- N., 
prehended; but this one thing I do, forpet- Ny, 
ung thoſe things that are behind, and reach- 


2 
Y 8 
N. : 
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ing forth to'thoſe things which are before, I Ile 
| preſs towards the mark for the prize of the I 
Fo high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. And if 


in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God 
| ſhall reveal this unto you. O then that we fe 
could but unite, and agree to go to God for 7 
one another, in confidence that he will teach Ip 
us; and that if any of us want wiſdom (as who 5 
of us does not?) we might aſk of God, who b 
| gives to all men liberally, and upbraids no 
man. Let us, like thoſe people ſpoken of in |} { 
Ila. ii; fay one to another, Come let us go to 
_ « the Lord, for he will teach us of his ways, | « 
% 38d we will walk in his paths. c 
"Sixchly,: This 3 and Peace ae bir 
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ſiſt in unity of love and affection; this is the 
great and indiſpenſable duty of all Chriſtians, 

by this they are declared Chriſt's diſciples ; - 

ind hence it is that love is called the great 
commandment, the old commandment, and 
the new-commandment, that which was com- 
manded in the beginning, and will remain 

unto the end, yea, and after the end, 1 Cor. 
xili. 8. Charity never fails: but whether, 
there be tongues, they ſball ceaſe ; or uhethen 
there be knowledge it ſhall vaniſh away, and 
ver. 13. And now abideth faith, hope and cha- 
rity : but the greateſt of theſe is charity. And 


Col. iii. 14. Above all theſe things, put on 


charity, . which is the bond of perfection. 
Becauſe charity is the end of the command- 
ment, 1 Tim. i. 5 Charity therefore is cat 
led, The royal law, and has a ſuperintendency 
over other laws, and doubtleſs, is a law to 
which others muſt give place, when they come 
in competition with it: Above all things there- 
fare haue fervent charity among yourſelves | 


for charity covereth a multitude of ſins, 'L _ 


Pet. iv. 8. Let us therefore live in unity and 
peace, and the God of love and peace will 
ben ĩð 8 

That you may ſo do, let me remember you 


(in the words of a learned man) * That the u- 3 
nity of the church, is an unity of love and af- 


ties and finn... 
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3. Having ſhewn you wherein this unityf th. 
_ eonliſts, I come to the third general thing pro. ¶ bo 
pounded, and that is, to ſhew the fruits andi to 
benefits of unity and peace; together with them 
miſchiefs and inconveniences attending thoſe} 
churches where unity and peace are wanting. le 
It, Unity and peace is à duty well pleaſingſ ce 
to God, who is ſtiled the author of peace and oi 
not of confuſion in all the churches : God's ai 
Spirit rejoices in the unity of our ſpirits. But, 
on the other hand, where ſtrife and diviſions Ig 
axe, there the Spirit of God is grieved. Hence g 
it is that the apoſtle no ſooner forbids the I ü 
__ Epheſians to grieve the Spirit of God, but he 2 
Preſently ſubjoins as a remedy againſt that evil, I i: 
hat they put away bitterneſs and evil-ſpeak- 1 
ing: and be kind one to another, and tender- i 
_ - hearted, forgiving one another, even as Gd, ff ( 
Juor Chriſi's ſake, hath forgiven them, Eph. iv. Ir 
2᷑. As unity and peace are pleaſing to God, 
nnd rejoice his Spirit, fo they rejoice the hearts 
aud ſpirits of God's people. Unity and peace 
bring heaven down upon earth among us. 
Hence it is the apoſtle tells us, Rom, iv. 17. 
That the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 
| but riphteouſne/s and peace, and joy in the holy 
_ Ghoſt. Where. unity and peace are, there is 
[heaven upon earth: By this we taſte the firſt 
| fruits of that bleſſed eſtate. we ſhall one day 
_ live in the fruition of when we ſhall come - 
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nity te general aſſembly, and church of the firſt- | 
pro · born, whoſe names are written in heaven, and 
andi to God the judge of all, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made per „ Heb. xii. 33. 

This outward peace of the church ag: a 
g. earned man obſerves) diſtils into peace of 
ing conſcience, and turns writings and readings 
and I of controverſy, into treatiſes of mortification 
d's and devotion. 
ut, And the pſalmiſt elle us, It is not only ; 
ns good, but pleaſant, for brethren, to dwell to- 
ce F gether in unity. Pſalm cxxxiii. 1. But where | 
the unity and peace are wanting, there are ſtorms + 
he and troubles: Where envy and ſtrife is, there 
il is confuſion and every. evit work. James ike. = 
116. It is the outward peace of the church that 
r- Þ| increaſes our outward joy: and the peace of 
d, | God's houſe gives us the occaſion to eat our. 
v. meat withgladneſsin ourown houſes, Acts ii. 46. 

| 3. The unity and peace of the church make 
d, 8 communion of faints deſirable. What is it that ⁵ü 
ts | imbitters church-communion 5 and makes it 
ce | burdenſome, but diviſions? Have they not | 
s. heard many complain that they are weary of 
7. || church-communion, becauſe of church con- 
„ tention? But now where unity and peace is, I 
were Chriſtians long for communion. Eh 
Is 
ſt 
y 
0 


David faith, That, he was glad when they | 
ſid unto him, Let us go into the houſe of God, 
Pſalm exxii. 1. Why was this but becauſe (as 
the 3d verſe tells us) Jeruſalem w was a my com- 

E - puact 


* 
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pact together, where the tribes went up, the 
, tribes of the Lord, to give thanks to his name? 
And David ſpeaking of the man that was once 

his friend, thereby lets us know the benefit offf,,. 
peace and unity, Pſalm lv. 14. We faith he, 
took ſweet counſel together, and walked t9 
the houſe of God in company. Where unity 

is ſtrongeſt, communion is ſweeteſt and mol 
deſirable. You ſee then that peace and uni, 

on fill the people of God with deſires after I, 
communion. But, on the other hand, beat 
how David complains, Pſalm cxx. 5. Wo is 
me, 1 ſejourn in Meſech, and that 1 duell in 
the tents of Kedar. The Plalmiſt here i; 
thought to allude to a ſort.of men that dwelt 

in the deſerts of Arabia, that got their livings 
by contention ; and therefore he adds ver. 6. 
That his ſoul had dwelt long with them that 1 
\  , hated peace. This was that which made him; 


1 bf be A es, 7 — — co ent * * * o , 
: — 7 e . 
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long for the courts of God, and eſteem one 
day in bis houſe better than a thouſand elſe- 
_ Where; this made his foul: even faint for the 
houſe of God, becauſe of the peace of it: Ble 

fed are they (faid he) that dwell in thy houſe, 

| _ they. will be /till praiſing thee, There is a cer · 

tain note of concord, as appears, Acts ii. where 

ve read of primitive 5 meeting with 
one accord praiſing God. 

4. Where unity and peace are, there many 
miſchiefs and inconveniencies are prevented, 
which attend thoſe people where peace and 

; unity 
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„ unity are wanting: And of theſe many that 
the might be mentioned, I ſhall briefly inſiſt up- 
nelſon theſe nine. I e 
wy 1. Where unity and peace are wanting, 
there is much precious time ſpent to no pur- 
he, poſe: how many days are ſpent, and how ma- 
oy fruitleſs journeys made to no profit, where 
the people are not in peace? How often have 
oft many redeemed time (even in ſeed time and 
ni parveſt) when they could ſcarce afford it, to 
ter go to church, and by the reaſon of their divi- 
ar ions, come home worſe than they went, re- 
penting they have ſpent ſo much precious time 
" to ſo little benefit? How fad. is it to ſee men 
5 pend their precious time, in which they ſhould _ 
ek work out their falvation, by labouring, as in 
5 he fire, to prove an uncertain and doubtful 
xropoſition ; and to trifle away their time, in 
vhich they ſhould make their calling and elec- 


rhe they have done all, are not infallibly - 
ertain whether it be true or no, becauſe all 
hings that are neceſſary to ſalvation and church 


n which we may be infallibly ſure of the truth 


20 plain text for, but the truth of them de- 
dends upon our interpretations, we muſt be 
zutioned, that we do not ſpend much time in 
mpoſing them upon, or venting among others, . 
nleſs we can aſſume infallibility; otherwiſe 


ion ſure to make ſure of an opinion, which, W 


ommunion are plainly laid down in ſeripture, 


f them? But for other things that we have 


their time in jangling and contending about 
vation or church communion; and which i 


i - fpent in praifing God, and in thoſe-grea 
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we ſpend time upon uncertainty. And who 
ever caſt their eyes abroad, and open their ear 
to intelligence, ſhall both ſe, and to their ſor 
row hear, that many chvrches ſpend” moſt off 


thoſe things which are neither eſſential to fil 


ſe; about ſuch unity and peace; are out 


queſtions, What ſhall we do to be ſaved? Andie 
how we may be more holy and more humble. 
towards God, and more charitable, and more 
3 to one another? k 
Where unity and peace are -wanting 
cate is evil-ſurmiſing, and evil ſpeaking, tc 
the damage and diſgrace, if not to the ruin of 
_one- another, Gal. v. 14, 15. The whole lay 
is fulfilled 'in one word, Thou ſhalt love thy 
_ neighbour as thyſelf; bat if ye bite and de, 
vour one another, take heed ye be not con 
ſumed one of another. No ſooner is the bond 
of charity broken, which is as a wall about 
Saale , but ſoon they begin to make ha- 
vock and ſpoil of one another; then there it 
raiſing evil reports, and taking up evil reports 
againſt each other: hence it is that whiſper- 
ing and backbiting proceeds, 'and goes fron 
_ houſe to bouſe to blazon the faults and in. 
firmities of others; hence it is that we watch 
for the haltings of one another; and do in- 
ny rejoice at the — 24 of others 


"ml ing 
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I Hing in our hearts, Ah, ah, ſo we would 
jave it. But now where unity and peace are, 


1 willing to hide the faults, and cover the. 
nakedneſs of our brethren. Charity thinketh. 
o evil, 1 Cor. xiii. 5. And therefore it can 
ot ſurmize, neither will it ſpeak evil. N 
* 2, Where unity and peace are babe 
here can be no great matters enter prized, we” 
annot do much for God, nor much for one 
. mother. When the Jevit would hinder the 
ringing to paſs of good in nations and church * 
Es, he divides their counſels, and (as one well 
| bſerves) he divides their heads, that he may 
ivide-their hands. When Jacob had prophe- - 
ied of the cruelty. of Simeon and Levi, Who 


onſequent of it, Gen. xlix. 7. I will divide 
hem in Jacob, and ſcatter them in Ifracl, _ 


impera, divide and rule: It is an united 
orce that is formidable. Hence. the ſpouſe in 
he Canticles is ſaid to be but one, 8 


e it is faid of her verſe 10. That 
is terrible as an army with banners. What 
an a a divided: army do, or a diſcorded arm 
hat have loſt their banners, or for fear or 
in- Mhame, thrown them away? In like manner, 
hat can n-Chefilans do for AI and the en- 


6 * ng 
2 ; : b 8 


ere is charity; and where charity is, we are 


ere brethren, he threatens them with the 


he devil is not to learn that maxim he hamm 
aught the machiavelians of the world, diviae - WM 


ny one of her mother, Cant. vi. 8 
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larging his dominions in the world, in bring 
ing men from darkneſs to light, while them. 
ſelves are divided and diſordered? Peace is to] 
Chriſtians, as great rivers are to ſome cities 
which (beſide other benefits and commodities) 
are natural fortifications, by reaſon whereof 
thoſe places are made impregnable; but when 
by the ſubtility of an adverſary, or the follj 
of the citizens, theſe waters come to be divid 
ed into little petty rivulets, how ſoon are theyſſ 
aſſailed and taken ? Thus it fares with church i 
es, when once the devil, or their own folly , 
divides them, they will be ſo far from reſiſt / 
_ ing of him, that they will be ſoon ſubjefted by c 
him. / 
| c 
tl 
n 
& 


| Peace is to churches as walls to cities; nay, 
unity hath defended cities that had no walls 
it was once demanded of Agelilaus, why La- 
cedemon had no walls? He anſwers (point 
ing back to the city) That the concord of the 
8 © citizens was the ſtrength of the city.” In lik b. 
manner are Chriſtians ſtrong when united} 
| then they are more capable to reſiſt tempta a; 
| tion, and to ſuccour ſuch as are tempted; 
when unity and peace is among the churches to 
| then are they like a walled town; and whenſq 
=. 2 is the church's. wall, ſalvation will df of 
r bulwarks, 9 fo 
Plutarch tells us of one Silurus ther 14 ha 
e ſons, whom he called to him as he lay 
e ane gave them a ſheaf oÞiT 


*, "row 


4 


Jof Jacob, and to ſirengthen the weak and com- 
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arrows, thereby to ſignify, that if they lived 
in unity, they might do much, bar if they di- 
vided, they would come to nothing. If Chri- 
ſtians were all one piece, if they were but all 
one lump, or but one ſheaf or bundle, how 


great are the things they might do for Chriſt 
and his people in the world, whereas other 


n WU wiſe, they can do little but diſhonour and of. 


fend him. 
It is reported of the st 1 


11 in his ſcales, Job xli. 15, 16, 17. Hit eule 


are bis pride ſbut up tegether | as wit h a cloſe + 
ſeal; one is ſo near to another, that ud ain can 
come between them ; they join tegether; they 
[tick together, they cannot be ſundred. If 1 55 = i 
church of God were united like the .feales of 
the leviathan, it would not be every hrain · ſick - 
notion, nor angry . that would 
cauſe their ſeparation. _ 
Solomon faith, Two are better FH ou 
becauſe if one fall, the other may raiſe him: ä 
then ſurely twenty are better than twoſ and ® 6 
an hundred are better than twenty, for "the © 
ſame reaſon, becauſe they are more capable 
to help one another. If ever Ghriſtians would - 
do any thing to raiſe up the fallen i 


7 


fort the feeble, and to fetch back thals. that 

have gone aſtray, it maſt be by unit. 

We read of the men of Babel, Gen. Xi 8 
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And. now pothing will be reſtrained Hom 
them that they imagined to do. 
Me learn by reaſon what great Wings may 
be done in worldly atehievements where u- 
|  —Dity- is; and ſhall not reaſon (aſſiſted with 
the motives of religion) teach us, that unity 
2 among Chriſtians may enable them to enter- 
prize greater things for Chriſt? Would not 
this make Satan fall from heaven like light 
ning? For as unity built literal Babel, it is | 
unity that muſt pull down myſtical Babel. And |} | 
on the other hand where diviſions are, there 
s& is confuſion; by this means a Babel hath been : 
built in every age. It hath been obſerved by, 
A learned man, and I wich I could not ſay truly, ff 
e That there is moſt of Babel and confuſion ; 
among thoſe that cry out moſt againſt it.” If 
we would have a hand to deſtroy Babylon, let's o 
have a heart to unite one among another. e. 
Our Engliſh hiſtories tell us, that after Au- 
8 tin the monk had been ſometime in England, IO 
he heard of ſome of the remains of the BritiſhY,, 
- Chriſtians, which he eonveened to. a place, an 
| — which Cambden in his Britannia calls Auſtin's Ie 
oak: Here they met to conſult about matters ſj, 
of religion; but ſuch was their diviſion, by be. 
reaſon of Auſtin's impoſing ſpirit, that our ple 
ſtories tell us, That ſynod was famous for get 
# this, That they only met and did nothing. 
BE This is the miſchief of diviſions, they hinder 
WM ue Ow * mach. EO 2. Ly Chriſtians 
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that 
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n chat are divided, be ever famous for any * Wh 2 


it will be, that they have often met together, 4 4 | | 
and talked of this aye thar tings but did Moy. IE, 


thing. 


the weak are wounded, and the wicked are 
hardned: unity may well be compared to pre- 


en mong them, will ſay, God is in them indeed. 


And on the other hand are they not ready to 
Y: | fay when they ſee you divided, That the de- 1 


on vil is in you that you cannot agree? 2 

8 If 2400 Diviſions and want of peace, keep Wos 
ts out of the church that would come in, WA 
cauſe many to go out that are in. 

u- The diviſions of Chriſtians (as td men 
1d, ¶ obſerve) are a ſeandal to the Jews, an oppro- 
iſhWbrium to the Gentiles, and an inlet to atheiſm 
ce, ¶ and infidelity. Inſomuch that our conttover- 
ns ſies about religion (eſpecially as they have of 
ers late been mannaged) have made religion itſelk 
by become a controverſy. O then, how good and 
our Fpleaſant a thing it is for brethren to dwell to- 


for gether in unity! The unity and peace among 


ng. the primitive Chriftians, drew others to them: 
det What binden the converſion. of the Jews, 

| = 8 $. of Chiiſtians? Muſt I be I 
oy TSR. F ** IT _ Qbriſtian, | 


ST 


Where unity 44 peace are wanting, erer 


cious oil, Pſalm cxxxiit. 2. It is the nature of 

oil to beat that which is wounded, and: to 

- ſoften that which is . Thoſe that have 
hardened themſelves again?! God, and his peo—- 
re ple, when they ſhall behold unity and peace a- 
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1 Chriſtian, and hearing them contending, | 
ing deſired to turn in, he refuſed, 


* 5 5 , — 
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5 Chriſtian, fays the Jew ?- What Chriſtian muſt 
I be? What ſe& muſt I be of? The Jews 


one notes) gloſſing upon that text in Iſa. xi. 6 


where it is propheſied, That the lion and the 
lamb ſhall-lie down together, and that their 
ſhall be none left to hurtor deſtroy i in all God's 


1 holy mountain; and interpreting thoſe ſay- 
ings to ſignify the concord and peace that ſhall 


be among the people that ſhall own the Meſ- 
ſiah, do dam conclude, that the Meſſiah is 


not yet come, becauſe of the contentions and 
diviſions that are among thoſe that profeſs him. 


And the apoſlle faith 1 Cor. xii. 23. That if 


an unbeliever ſhould ſee their diſorders, he 
would ſay they were mad; but where unity 


and peace are, there the churches: are multipli- 

ed. We read, Acts ix. that when the church- 

- es had reſt, they multiplied; and Acts ii. 46, 

47. when the church, was ſerving God with 

one accord, the Lord Oe to them daily 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 


It is unity that brings. men inte the cb, 


3H 5 1 diviſions that bring them out. It is re- 


ported of an Indian paſſing by the houſe of a 
ing, be- 


| | ying, 
_ Habamack dwells there, meaning that the de- 

vil dwelt there: But where unity and- peace 
are, there God is; and he that dwells in love 


= - dwells in God. | The apoſtle. tells the Corin- 


it 1 a ei * wy walked orderly, even the 
=_ ;  unbelierer 


* 
* Ps 
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And we read, Zech. viii. 23. of a time en - 


* ſtians were then known by the benignity auc 


and ingenuity of their ſpirits, by their mutual. 


of Chriſtianity; viz. a duty Chriſtians are now 


a5 — 1 
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unbeliever would hereby been forced to come 
and worſhip, and ſay, God was in them indeed, 


ten men ſhall take hold of a Jew, and ſay, 
We will go with you, for we have beard that 
Cod is with r. 

And hence it is that Chriſt prays, ü wh. - = 
21. That his diſciples might be one, as the 
Father and he were one, that the world might I 1 
believe the Father ſent him: As if he ſhould 
fay,. You may preach me as long as you will, 
and to little purpoſe, if you are not at peace 
and unity among yourſelves. Such was the 4 


unity of Chriſtians in former days, that the 


intelligent heathen would ſay of them, That = 
tho? they had many bodies, yet they had but 


one ſoul. And we hear the ſame of them, Acts i 
iv. 23. That the multitude of them that belicy i- - 


ed, were of one heart, and one foul... Ml 

And as the Jearned Stillingfleet obſerves is . 
his Irenicum, © The unity and peace that was 
© then among Chriſtians, maderetigionamieble- _— 
* in the judgment of impartial heathens: Chri- 


e ſweetneſs of their diſpoſitions, by the candor. 


&* love; forbearance, and condeſeenſion to ous 
FE another.” Bert either this is not the- practice | 


bound to obſerve, or elſe it is not calculated 
for our Hqeriguany, where the ſpirits * men are 
F : D'S 1 


* x, 
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of too high an elevation for it: For if pride 
and uncharitableneſs, diviſions, and ſtrife, 
Wrath and envy, animoſities, and contentions, 
._ were but the marks of true Chriſtians, Dio- 
genes never need light his lamp at noon to 
. find out ſuch. among us; but if a ſpirit of 
mieekneſs, genileneſs and condeſcenſion, a 
ſtooping to the weakneſs and infirmities of 
one another, a purſuit after peace, when it 
ies from us, be the indiſpenſible duties, and 
characteriſtical notes of Chriſtians, it may 
poſſibly prove a difficult inqueſt to find out 
ſuch, for the crowds of thoſe that ſhelter them- 
E- ſelves under that glorious name. 
It is is the unity and peace of churches that 
* bring others to them, and make Chriſtianity 
-- amiable. What is propheſied of the churches 
of the Jews, may, in this place be applied to 
the Gentile church, Iſa. Ixvi.-12. That when 
once God extender peace to her like a river, 
the Gentiles ſhall come in like a flowing 
; £ e then, (and not till then) the glory of 
the Lord ſhall ariſe upon his churches, and his 
-  glbry (hall be ſeen among them; then ſhall 
- their hearts fear and be enlarged, becauſe the 
_ abundance of he nations ſhall be converted to 
dem . | 
56. As want 8 anity d peace keep thoſe 
6 out of the church that would come in, ſo it 
= binders the grouth of thoſe that are in; jars 
: aud NO 3 and nc ent 
2 Out 


out hi growth; if not the life of religion. 
ter our ſpirits, and quench the Spirit of God. 
Hermon, and as a dew that deſcended upon 2 
| Sion, where the Lord teien His bleſ> © | 


contentions and parties, diviſions are to church- 
es like wars in countries: Where war is the 


Divifions are as the north eaſt wind to the fruits, 


which is the head. 


(as one well obſerves) not of bread nor water, 


when the lean kine devour the fat ones; When 
our controverſies about doubtful things, and' 
things of leſs moment, eat up our zeal for the 


will be our character by which our age will be 
known to poſterity, that it was: the- age that | 
| talked of religion moſt, and loved it leaſt. 
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Theſe are thoſe waters of Marah, that ibi: 


Unity and peace are ſaid to be like the dew. 9 


ſing, Pſalm cxxxili. 3. 
Diviſions run religion into briars and horas 


ground lies untilbd, none takes care of it, It 
Is love that edifieth, but diviſion pulleth down : 


which cauſes them dwindle away. to nothing; 
but when the ſtorm is over, every thing be- 
ins to grow. When men are divided, they 
eldom ſpeak the truth in love, and then: Ho 
marvel they grow not oy to him in all things, 


It is a ſad preſage of an ipproacking fimine, 


but of hearing the word of God, when the: . 
thin ears of corn devour the full plump ones; | | 


more indiſputable and practical things in re- 
ligion; which gives us cauſe to fear, that this pe. 
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Look upon thoſe churches where peace is, 


and there you ſhall find proſperity : when the 
churches had reft, they not only multiplied, 
but walking in the fear of the Lord, and the 


comforts of the holy Ghoſt, they were-edified; 
„i 18. when. the whole body is knit together, as 
With joints and bands, that they increaſe with 


the increaſe of God: oi, 

Wie are at a ſtand ſometimes, why there is 
1 tle growth among the churches, why men 
have been ſo long in learning, and are yet ſo 
far frotn attaining the knowledge of the truth; 


ſome have given one reafon and ſome another; | 
" ſome ſay pride is the cauſe, and others ſay 


5 coretouſneſs is the cauſe; I wiſh-I could ſay 


"> HR | 3 g 3 fore : 


- theſe were no cauſes; But I obſerve, that when 
God entered his controverſy- with his people 
of old, he mainly inſiſted upon ſome-one fin, 
as idolatry, and ſhedding innocent blood, &c. 


as comprehenſive” of the reſt; not but they 


were guily of other: fins, but thoſe that were 
- molt captital, are particularly inſiſted on. In 
| like manner, whoever would but take: a re · 
view of churches that live in contentions and 
bons, may eaſily find that breach of unity 
and charity is their capital fin, and occaſion 
of: all other ſins; no marvel then, that the 
- Eripture faith, The whole law is fulfilled-in 
love; and: if ſo, then where love is wanting, 
it follows, tbe whole law is broken. It is where 
love ns cola, that lin abounds; and there - 
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prayers are hindred: the promiſe is, 
Mall agree to aſk, ſhalt be given us of our hea- 
venly Father. No marvel we pray and pray, 


XU Www "*y mw ' WW og jy R9Vﬀ w' IL * we _ i" wed 


fore the want of unity and peace is the Kane | 


of that Teannefs and barrenneſs that is among 
us: it is true in ſpirituals as well as e 5 


that peace brings plen t. 
7. Where unity and peace are want 


and yet are not anſwered; it is becauſe ve are 
not agreed what to have. | 
It is reported, that the people in Macedoniz, 


coming to make fupplications to their idol- 
god, fome of them atked for rain, and others 


of them aſked for fair weather: the oracle re- 
turns them this anſwer, that they ſhould go 


firſt and agree among themſelves; wovld /# a2 
heathen god refafe to anſwer ſuch prayers, in 
which the fupplicants were not agreed; and 


ſhalt we think the true God will anſwer them? 


We ſee then thar divifions hinder our pray- 
ers, and lays then a prohibition on our ſacrifices i 
If thou bring thy gaft to the altar, (faith Chriſt) 
and there remember that thy brother hath.ought 
againſt thee, leave thy gift, and g 15 o Mi ans 


be reconciled to th y brother, and then come and 


offer it. So that want of unity and' charity hig 


ders even our partieular prayers an de votions. 
This hindred the prayers and faſlings of 

the people of old front finding. acceptance; 

If, Ini. 3. the people aſk the reafon where- 


; | fox ey faſted, and God did not fee nor take 
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notice of them? He gives this reaſon, Breanfe 
"es faſted for. Arie and debate, od hid their 
- Face from their own fleſh. - Again, Ia. lix. the 
Lord faith, His hand was not fhortned, that he 
could 1 t fave, nor his ear heavy, that he could 
net 4 but their ſins had ſeparated between 
their God and them. And among thoſe many 
ins they ſtood chargeable with, this was none 
of the leaſt, viz. that the way of peace they 
lad not known. You ſee where peace was Vant- 
| img prayers were hindred, * under the old 
400 new teſtament, © . 

The ſacrifice of the 3 in 406. Ny. * 


FX id, Stand further off, 1 am holier than thou, uas 


A foncke in the n5/trils of the Lord., On the other 
bind we read. bow acceptable thoſe prayers 


were that wece made with one accord, Acts 


z. 24. with 31. They prayed with one accord, 
and they were all of ene heart, and of one Joul, 
and ſee the benefit of it, They were all filled 
uitb the holy Ghoſt, and [poke the word with. all 
e Which was the very thing they pray- 
ed for, as appears, ver. 29. And the apoſtle ex- 
-hoats: the. bhusbgnd io dwell with his wife, that 
their prayers might not be hindred, 1 Pet. iii. 7. 
We ſee then, wantof unity and peace, either in 
families or ehurches, is an hindrance of prayers; 

8. It is a diſhonour and diſparagement to 
Cbrill, that bis. family ſhould be divided. 
When an army falls into. mutiny and diviſi- 
8 it. e eee on him that has 
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/e | the conduct of it: in like manner the diviſions © 
r © of families are a diſhonour to the heads, and 
ie | thoſe that govern them. And if ſo, then ho0W-?2 
e greatly do we diſhonour our Lord and gover- 
'd | nor, who gave his body to be broken; to keep 
his church from breaking, who prayed for 
their peace and unity, and left peace at his de- 
e parting for them for a legacy, even a peace 
Y | which the world could not beſtow t upon them? 
t. 9. Where there are peace and unity, there 
d is fympathy with each other; that which is 8 
the want of one, will be the want of all: VDO 15 
it is affifed (ſays the apoſtle) and I burn not#* = 
5s | He ſhould then remember them that are in bonds, - WM 
ry as bound with them; and them which ſuffer ad. 
5 verſity, as being ourſelves alſs'im the body, Heb. 
s | xiii. 3. But here the body is broken, or men 
„ are not reckoned or eſteemed of the body, no, BM 
| marvd we are ſo little affected with ſuch as are 
d | afflicted; where divifions are, that which is joy 1 
1 "of the one is the grief of another; but where 
unity, peace and charity abound, there we _ WM 
- | ſhall find Chriſtians movrning with them that 
| mourn, and rejoicing with them that rejoice; A 
' | then they will nor envy. the proſpetity of o 
1 | thers; nor rejoice ar the miſeries ot miſcati- "3 


N ages of any. | 5 
J Laſtly, 1 fhall oive burt En, Alrittions and * 
a motives for obtaining peace and unity.“ * 75 15 8 


. If we would live in peace and ullity, we 
1 F pray for them. We are required to ſeck 
| Tr. 


* 


| «. 
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peace, of whom then can we ſeek it with hopes 
to find it, but of him whois a God of peace; 
and has promiſed to bleſs his; people with it! 
God has promiſt d to give his people one heart 
- * and one way; for all theſe dog: 4 he will be 
„ſonght vnto. 

7 he peace of e is * the apoſtle 
prays for-in all his epiſtles: in Which his de- 
Pre is, that grace and peace may be multi- 
plied and inereaſed among them 

2. They that would endeavour the peace of 
the churches, muſt be careful who-they com- 
mit the care and overſight of the churches to; 
; 3 ns firſt (over and dee the qualficatiens. that 
ſhould be in all Chriſtians): they that rule the 
church of Cod, ſhould be men of counfel and 
bh. under Banding. Where an ignorant miniſtry | 
is commonhy is an ignorant people, accord- 
— "og: as it was f old, Like prieſts, like people. 
Hew fad 3 5s it to fon the church of God com» 
mitted the care of ſuch that pretend to be 
| rcachers. Fo others, yet underſtand not. what 
they Hy, or whereof they affirm? no marvel 
tie peace of churches is broken, when their 
_ Avatehmen. want kill to preſerve unity, which 
"of i. things is as the church's wall; when 
they are divided, r. no wonder they crumble to 
atoms, if there is no fkilful phy fician to heal 
them. It is fad when there is no balm in Gi- 
ed, and when there is no phyſieian there. 
* it 1s, that 0 * churches be · 
Some 


1* 
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come incurable, like the wounds of God's 
people of old, either not healed at all, or elſe 
but ſlightly, and to no purpoſe. May it not be 
ſaid of many churches at this day, as God ſaid 
to the chureh of Iſrael, That he ſonght for a 


man among them that ſhould land in the gapey 7 ; 


and make up the breach, but he found none? . | 
Remember what was Gid of old, Mal: ii. 7. 9 


T he prieſt's lips ſhould preſerve#knowledge; 


and the people ſhould ſeek the law at his 
mouth: but when this is wanting, the people ⁵ 
will ſtumble, and depart from God and one 
another. Therefore God complains, Hoſ. idw, 
6. That his people were deſtroyed for want of * YN 
knowledge: That is, for watit, of knowing 
guides; for if the light i in themithat teach, bes 
darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs? And if i 
the blind lead the blind, no mar vel doth fall 1 


into the ditch. 


How many be there ihax. take upon e 1 
to teach other, who. need be taught the be: 
ginning of religion; that inftead of multiply» Þ 
ing knowledge, multiply words without knows © 
ledge; and inftead of making known Gods 


counſel, darken counſel by words without Al 


knowledge? Some do more than darken coun» _ 
{, for they wreft the counſel of God; 2 Pet. 
in. 16. In Paul's epiſtles are ſome things hard 


to be underſtood, which they that are unlearn» 
ed and unſtable weelt, as they do: alſo the o- 
ther eee to their) "OR, yn Some 


e 3 
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* 7-00 in ſcripture, are hard to be kaowir and | 


they are made harder by ſuch unlearned teach- 
rs, as utter their own notions 800 words with- 
out knowledge. 

None are more bold t. to le on them to 
ed the dark myſteries and ſayings of 
the prophets and revelations, and gih of the 
Romans, which I believe contains ſome of 
thoſe many things which in Paub's epiſtles 
Peter faith, were hard 4o be underſtood: I 
ay, none are more forward to dig in theſe 


mines, than thoſe that can hardly give a ſound 
reaſon for the firſt principles of religion; and 


ſoch as are ignorant of many more weighty 
things, that are eaſily to be ſeen in the face, 
and ſuperficies of the ſeripture. Nothing will 
ſerve theſe but ſwimming in the deeps, when 
_ they have not yet learned to wade thro' the 
mallows of the ſcriptures; like the Gnoſticks 
of old, who thought they knew all things, 
tho they knew nothing as they ought. And as 


E- thoſe Gnofticks of old, ſo do ſuch teachers f 


Hate, break the unity and peace of churches. 

How needful then is it, that, if we defite the 
ce of churches, we chuſe out men of know- 

ledge, who may be able to keep them from be- 


ing ſhattered and ſeattered with every wind of 


_ deftrine; and who may be able to convince 


and ſtop the mouths of gain-ſayers? 


3. You maſt not only chuſe men of e 
e * but 0 you deſign” the CO and peace 
of 


% 


- 
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of the churches) men of courage to govern . 
them: for as there muſt be wiſdom to bear 
with ſome, ſo there muſt be courage to correct 
others: as ſome muſt be inſtrutted meekly, 
ſo others muſt be rebuked ſharply, that they 
may be ſound in faith; there muſt be wiſdom 
to rebuke ſome with Jong ſuffering, and cou- 
rage to ſupprefs and ſtop the mouths of others. _ 
The apoſtle tells Titus of fome whoſe þ 
mouths muſt be ſtopped, or elſe they would 
ſubvert whole houſes, Tit, i. 11. where this“ 
courage has been wanting, not only whole 
houſes, but whole churches have been ſubvert- 5 
ed. And Paul tells the Galatians, That when 
he ſaw ſome endeavour to bring the churches 
into bondage, that he did not give place 182 
them, no not for an hour, &. Gal. ii. 5. I 
this courſe had been taken with the rulers ß 
Churches, their peace had not been fo often 
invaded by unruly and vain talker s. ; 
4. In chuſing men to rule (if you wool en- 1 
F | deavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the . 
bond of peace thereby) be careful you chuſe ? 
2 men of -peaceable diſpoſitions. That which 
« bas much annoyed the peace of churches, bass 
„been the forward and perverſe fpirits of the 
£ | rulers thereof, Solomon therefore adviſes, 
e That: with a furious man we ſhould not go, 
I leſt we learn his ways, and get a ſnare to our 
- | fouls, Prov. xxii. 24, 25. And with the fro- 
1 . we learn Rowan How, do ſome 
Þ : „ mens 
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mens words eat like canker; who, inſtead of 


the lifting up their voice like a trumpet, to 
found 2 parley for peace, have rather founded 
an alarm to war and contention? If we would 


ne in peace, let us reverence their feet that 


bring the glad tidings of it. O how have ſome 
made it their buſineſs to preach contentions, 


and upon entertaining of every novel opini- 
on, to preach ſeparation! How has God's 
word been ſtretched and torn to furniſh. theſe 


men with arguments to tear churches? Have 
not our ears heard theſe texts that ſay, Come out 
from among them, and be ye ſeparate, &c. 
And withdraw from every brother that walks 
© diſorderly? J ſay, have we not heard theſe 


texts, that were written to prevent diſorder, . 


| trought to countenance the greateſt giforder 
in the church of God, even ſchiſm and divi- 


ſion? Whereas one of. thefe exhortations was 


written to the church of Corinth, to ſeparate 
themſelves from the idols temple and table, 


which many of them lived in the participation 


of, - notwithſtanding their profeſſion of the 


true God; as appears 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. com- 
pared with 1 Cor. viii. 3. 1 Cor. xiii. 14, 20, 


22, and not for ſome members, who ſhall 


make themſelves both judges and parties to 


ne, when, and as often as they pleaſe, 
from the whole congregation and church of 
God where they ſtood related; for, by the 
fime rule, and on the lame ground, may o- 

N | % ns 
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thers ſtart nag queſtions among theſe new 


ſeparatiſts, and become judges of the com- 
municableneſs of them, and thereupon make 
another ſeparation from theſe; till at laſt two. 
be not left to walk together. And for that 


other text mentioned, 2 Theſſ. v. 9. where 


Paul exhorts the chnich of Theſſaſonica to 
withdraw. themſelves from every brother that 
walks diſorderly ; I wonder that any ſhould -: 
bring it to juſtify. their ſeparation, or withs 


drawing from the communion of a true (tho? 


a diſorderly church) For, (I.) Conſider that 
this was not writ for a few members to with» © 

draw. from the church, but for the church ta 
withdraw from diſorderly members. (2.) | 


Conſider, that if any offended member, on 


pretence of error either in dectrine or | prace. 
tice, ſhould by this text become judges (as 


well as parties) of the grounds and lawfulneſs 


of their lepaxation, then it would follow, that 
balf a ſcore notorious hereticks, or ſcandalous 
livers (when they have walked ſo as they for- 

ſee the church are ready to deal with, and 
withdraw from them) ſhall anticipate the 
church, and pretend ſomes hat againſt it, of 


which themſely es mult be judges, and ſo with» 


draw from it, pretending either hereſy, or dif> 


order; and then condemn' the church, to pre. 


vent the diſgrace” of being condemned by it. 
How needful then is it; that men of peaceable : 


ps, and not of factious and dividing 


95 i 


_— 


ſpirits, 
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fpirits, be choſen to rule the church of God ( 
i leſt it be leavened:and ſowred by them. A 
r 

2 


5. As there muſt be care uſed in chuſing 
men to rule the church, fo we muſt conſider 
that there are many things, darkly laid down || t 

in ſcripture ; this will temper our ſpirits! and Ii. 
make us live in peace and unity, the more ff 1 
firmly in things wherein we agree; this will f 
help us to- bear one another's burden, and fo If Cl 
Aulfil the law of Chriſt, in as much as all things Þ x 
* neceſſary to ſalvation and charch-communion || f 
are plain in ſcripture. And where things are 
more darkly laid down, we ſhould conſider that 
God intended hereby to ſtir up our diligence, 
that we might inereaſe our knowledge and 
not our diviſions: For it may be ſaid of all diſ- 
coveries of truth we have made in the ferip- 
tures as it is ſaid of the globe of the earth, that 
tho' men have made great ſearches, and there- 
upon great diſcoveries, yet there is {till a Terra 

_ » #ncognita, an unknown land; ſo. there is in 
the ſcripture; for after men have travelled o- 
ver them, one age after another, yet ſtill there 
is a Terra incognita, an unknown tract, to 
put us on farther ſearch and enquiry, and keep 
us from cenſuring and falling out with thoſe 
ho have not yet made the ſame diſeoveries; 
ſo that we may ſay with David, when we 
. refle& on our ſhort apprehenſions of the mind 
of God, We have feen an end of all perfection, 
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. but God's commands. are exceeding broad; and 
; (as 
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Ga one obſerves, ſpeaking of the ſcriptures. I 

That there is a path in them leading to the 
mind of God, that lies far from the thoughts 
and apprehenſio ons of men. And, on the o- 
ther hand, in many other places, God ſits, as 
it were, on the ſuperficies, and the face of the 
letter, where he that runs may diſcern him 
ſpeaking plainly, and no parable at all. How 
ſhould the conſideration of this induce us to a 
peaceable deporiment toward thoſe that diffet 


from us? 25 


6. If we would endeavour peace "arid. unity, 
we muſt conſider how God has tempered the 
body, that ſo the comely parts ſhould not ſe- 
parate from the uncomely, as having no need 
of them, 1 Cor. xii. 22,.— 25. There are 
in Chriſt's body an houſe, ſome members and 


veſſels leſs. honourable, 2 Tim, ii. 20. And. 


therefore we ſhould not, as ſome now a days, 
pour the more abundant diſgrace, inſtead of 


putting the more abundant honour upon them: 
did we conſider this, we ſhould be covering 


the weakneſs, and hiding the miſcarriages of 
one another, becauſe we are all members of 
one another, and the moſt uſeleſs member: 2 
in its place uſeful. 85 
7. If we would live in peace, let us re- 
bes our relations to God as children to 
a father, and to teach other as brethren. Will 
not the thoughts that we bave one Father 


| Meet us, and the thoughts that we are bre- 


thren 
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| thren unite us? It was this made Abraham 


propoſe terms of peace to Lot, Gen. xii, Let 
there be no ſtrife between us, for we are bre- 


„ Acts vii. 46. 


uſing this argument to reconcile thoſe that 
ſtrove together, and to ſev them at one again, 


Sirs, ye are brethren, Why do ye wrong one 
another? A deep ſenſe of this, that we are bre- 


. - thren, would keep us from dividing. 
38. If we wouhi preſerve peace, tet us mind 

the gifts, graces, and vertues that are in each 
bother; let theſe be more in our eye than their 


failings. and imperfeftions. When the Apo- 


ſtle exhorted the Philippians to peace, as a 


meaus hereunto, That fo the peace of God 


| 1 5 or any praiſe, they ſhould think of theſe things. 


might rule in your hearts, he tells them, 


Chap. iv. 8. That if there were any vertue, 


Wbile we are always d ow faults of one 
r 


| another, and Ipreading th 


mfirmities, no 


Ps. marvel we arc ſo little in peace and charity; 


for as charity covers a multitude of fins, fo 


malice covers a multitude of virtues, and 
makes us deal by one another, as the heathen 


perſecutors dealt with Chriſtians, - viz. Put 


them in bear-ſkins, that they might more eaſily 


become a prey to the dogs defigried to devour 


9. If we would keep unity and peace, let 


us lay aſide provoking and dividing language, 


and forgive thoſe that uſe it. Remember 2 


— 
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old ſaying, Evil words corrupt good manners, | 
When mea think to carry all afore them, with *3 
ſpeaking uncharitably and diſgracefully of 
their brethren,” or their opinions; may not 
ſuch be ee as Job anſwered his un- 
friendly viſitants, Chap. vi. 25. How forcible *_ 
are right words? But what do your arguings 
reprove? How healing are words fitly ſooken?- — N 
A word in ſeaſon, how good is it? If we > 4 
would ſeek peace, let us clothe all our treaties 
for peace with acceptable words; and where 
one word may better do than another, let tat 
be uſed to expreſs perſons or things by: An 
let us not, as ſome do, call the different prac- A 
tices of our brethren, | will-worſhip, and their 
different opinions, doctrines of devils, and tgne 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught fornieation, 
&c. unleſs we can plainly 2 exprelly prove 
it ſo. Such language as this has ſtrangely |] 
divided our ſpirits, and We our bearts 3 
one towards another. 7 
ro, If we would live in — is us a 83 
the beſt conſtruction of one another's words 
and actions. Charity judges beſt, and it thinks _ 3 
no evil. If words and actions may be well 
conſtruftedy let us never put an ill conſtrue- 
tion upon them. How much has the peace 
of Chriſtians been broken by uncharitable in- 
terpreting words and actions? As ſome Tay ro 
ihe 1 W what W never laid, Fe 1 


/ by 1 2 


* 


5 
4 * 


the God whom you 
and your Saviour is a prince of peace; that 
his ways are pleaſantneſs, and all his paths 
are peace; that Chriſt was ſent to give light 
to them that ſit in darkneſs, and i in he tha- 
do of death. 22 
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by ſtraining men's words, others lay to their 
charge What they never thought. 
11. Be willing to hear, and obey thoſe 


I that God, by his providence has ſet over you; 
 — this is a great means to preſerve the unity and 


Peace of churches; but when men (nay ſome- 


times women) ſhall uſurp authority, and think 
- _ © themſelves wiſer than their teachers, no wonder, 


if they run into contentions and parties, and 


lay, they are not free to hear thoſe whom the 
church thinks fit to ſpeak to them. This is 
the firſt ſtep of ſchiſm, and is often attended 
WE Wich a ſinful ſeparation. 


12. If you would DR ths unity of the 
Spirit 3 in the bond of Eo be mindful, that 
erve is a God of peace, 


«45 Conſider, the oneneſs of brit among 


the enemies of religion: Though they differ 
about other things, yet they will agree to 


perſecute and extirpate religion out of the 


a earth; the devils in the air, in the earth, in 
hell, and in the world, do all make one at 


this turn. Shall the devil's kingdom be uni- 


1 ted; and Chriſt's be divided? Shall. the devils 
= Join to drive on the deſign of damning men, 
1 and Ghbriltians n not unite ns carry on the great 


_ 


S 4 


to keep its profeſſors in peace? In ſomuch 
ſpecially the profeſſors of it) ſhould fall out a- 


On 
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Jefign of ſaving them? Shall Papiſts agree 8 
carry on their intereſtnotwithſtanding the mul? 
titudes of arders, degrees and difference among A 
them? And ſhall not thoſe that call themſelves , 
reformed churches unite, to carry on the com- 
mon intereſt of Chriſt in the world, notwith- *-3 
ſtandigg ſome petty and difputable differences Xi 
among them? Quarrels about religion (as ue 
obſerves) were ſins not named among the A 
Gentiles. | What a ſhame is it then for Chri- 


ſtians to abound in them, eſpecially conſider- 5 : 4 


ing the nature of Chriſtian religion, and what 
large proviſions the Author of it has made 


that it is next to a miracle, that ever any (e- 


bout it. 
14. Conſider and remember that the Judge | 
ſtands at the door; let this moderate our 
ſpirits, that the Lord i is at hand. What a fad 
account will they have to make when he comes; > — 
that ſhould be found to ſmite their fellow. ler- -Y 
vants, and make the way to this kingdom nar= _ 4 
rower than ever he made it? Let me cloſe al! 
with the- words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
Finally, brethren, farewel;* Kh: perfect, be of "| © 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, 
and the God. of love and Jones JO: 5 I; _ 
You. | hi" MN 
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* Band, in the r= order and method in, hich | 

8 was preached, and almoſt in the ſamwords, 

5 ode any diminiſhings „or con{tderable en · 

» largings, ; — — it be in the fourteen laſt par- 

- Ficulars : upon ſome of which 1 have made 
eme enlargements, which I could not do then 
* want of time: But the ſubſtance of” every 

; 2 dene of them was. then laid down in the ſame 

© " particular order as here thou haſt them. And 

"wow T have done, 1 doubt not (to uſe the-words | 

E moderate men on the like occaſion) it will 

fare with me, as it. doth commonly with him 
JF 5 parts a fray; both parties may perhaps 
drive at me for wiſhing them .no worſe than 
= peace: My ambition F i the publick tra nguillity 

_ of the church of < God, I hope will carry me 

| through theſe hazards ; let both beat me, fol 


fears TOWED Fane for the church's ja A * 


e quarrels ceaſe, I rejoice in the blows and — 
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